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editors. letter 


Spring plants are among some of my absolute 
favourites. The simple beauty of apple blossom, 
wild primroses and wood anemones, never fails 
to make my heart skip a beat. Looking at the 
beauty of an individual plant is one thing, but 
it takes a certain artistry to combine spring 
plants well. The garden created by painter 

Nina Balthau (page 34) is a fine example of 


how a thoughtfully chosen colour palette of 
predominantly whites, pinks and yellows creates a sense of cohesion and 
calm. I often press flowers between the pages of a book and it’s always 
such a treat to find them months, or even years later, so I was particularly 


intrigued by artist Rachel Dein’s method of capturing the ephemeral 


beauty of plants by pressing them in clay and casting in plaster. Althou: prertist Rachel Dein presses flowers and leaves into 
ies YP y ea gh rae clay to create her cn plaquiés. See page 70. 
7 - . \ , 


she admits the technique is fairly straightforward, it is her choice of plants “ 
and careful compositions that makes the pieces so extraordinarily . 
beautiful. To further celebrate spring, designer Kristy Ramage offers some 
wonderful planting ideas for pots and containers; gardener Val Bourne 
explains how to succeed with hepaticas; and, in the second of their 
two-part series on how to create a White Garden, head gardeners 

Rory Dusoir and Matthew Reese recommend great plants to extend the 
season of interest. I hope you discover plenty of ideas to inspire you this 


month and lots of irresistible spring plants to make your heart miss a beat. 


Enjoy the issue. 


+ 


GARDENS ILLUSTRATED is available as a - ¢fure-perfect compositions of spring flowers are the 
digital edition — search ‘Gardens Illustrated’ ze allmark of painter Nina Balthau’s garden. See page 34h 


on the App Store, Google Play or Zinio.com SE PAD 


FERGUS GARRETT CAROL KLEIN ALYS FOWLER DAN PEARSON 
Plantsman and head Plantswoman and American plantsman, Kew-trained gardener, Garden designer, 
gardener at Great presenter of BBC planthunter, horticultural author and television plantsman and 
Dixter in East Sussex. Gardeners’ World. writer and lecturer. presenter. columnist. 
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Plants 


March plants Nursery owner Derry Watkins 
chooses plants for early spring colour, and 
suggests the best places to go to see plants 

at their best this season 

Spring on your step In the first of a new series 
of container planting ideas, Kristy Ramage 
suggests some fresh ideas that celebrate the 
delicacy and charm of spring 

Plant profile: Hepaticas Irresistibly appealing 
little gems but choose wisely, as while some are 
easy to grow, others present a challenge 


Places 


34 


Artist in residence From a field surrounding an 
old Flemish farmhouse, artist Nina Balthau has 
created a garden that’s as pretty as a picture, 
full of blossom and spring blooms 


58 


Perfectly formed What started as a gently 
sloping site has been transformed by designer 
Sara Jane Rothwell into an easily accessible 
garden, perfect for relaxing and entertaining 
Pale and interesting In the second of our White 
Garden series we look at choosing the right 
plants to give you a white focus year round 


People 


19 


56 


70 


New garden talent Rosie Bowden is cutting 
her horticultural teeth as part of the team of 
gardeners at Audley End in Essex 

Who's who As the longest-standing member of 
the botanical art team at Kew, Christabel King 
plays a crucial role in documenting plant 
records and research 

First impressions Artist Rachel Dein creates 
plaster-cast tiles from clay moulds that capture 
the most intricate details of flowers 


EDDIE 


NKE 


W MONTGOMERY; LYN 


IRE 


ERUS; ANDR 


MAJE 


MARIANNE 


122 Shooting stars While our columnist Frank Ronan 
waits for the fullness of spring proper, it’s the 
plucky little crocus that provides impetus and 
much-needed glamour as the year gets into gear 
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Design news The latest projects and events, 
including the design for a children’s hospice 
garden and a striking floating platform on 
London's Regent’s Canal 

Design ideas: lawns A lawn can add a sense of 
calm to a garden. Here are some design ideas 
for makng the most of this feature, be it large or 
small, traditional or design-led 

Design sourcebook We select nine different 
models of mulching mowers. These cut the grass 
and then finely cut the clippings before recycling 
them on to the lawn providing nutrients and 
helping to retain moisture 
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Editor’s letter 

Contributors 

Dig in: news What's happening in the gardening 
world, including a V&A exhibition about William 
Kent's influence on our landscape gardens 
Modern peasant Food writer and gardener 
Jojo Tulloh shares tales and tips of allotment life 
Shop front Enjoy fuss-free gardening with our 
choice of products to get things organised 
Subscription offer Free 30-day trial when you 
subscribe to the digital edition 

Books New books for gardeners, including 
André le Notre in Perspective 

Letters Share your thoughts, plus Talking Point 
on the protection of historic parks and gardens 
Crossword and how to buy back issues 
Classifieds 

Next issue What's coming up in April 


Free 


— 30-day trial 


READER 
OFFERS 


¢ Book now for our talk at 
the Royal Geographical 
Society in May with Dan 
Pearson and Fergus 
Garrett — see page 8 


* Explore the most 
innovative and influential 
gardens in America’s 
gardens heartland — 
see page 16 


¢ Free 30-day trial when 
you subscribe to the digital 
edition — see page 32 


¢ Enter our competition to 
win a Hayter mower worth 
£999- see page 107 


oe 
(Where beautiful gardens beat with M4 : 


MAAYKE DE RIDDER 
Based in the Netherlands, 
garden photographer 
Maayke likes to give her 

work the poetic touch. For 
this issue she visited the 
magical garden of painter 
Nina Balthau and on page 

34 she captures its poetry for 
us in both words and pictures. 


“| was absolutely delighted to step into the canvas of Nina's 
impressionist garden — she let me shoot to my heart's content.” 


DERRY WATKINS 


Derry has run Special Plants 
Nursery for 25 years. She is an 
inveterate plant collector, always 
on the look out for new plants — 
in the wild, in gardens, in skips... 
wherever an interesting plant 
might be found. In her new 
monthly feature on page 20 

she shares ten of her favourites. 


—_ 


y NOMDS “| have been given the impossible task of choosing only ten of my 
favourite plants each month. What about all the others?” 


..Where aluminium perfectly mimics timber 
SARAH YOUNG 


Sarah is an illustrator, designer, 
printmaker, painter, and puppet 


.. Where practicality embraces unrivalled 
design individuality 

.. Where Griffin tenderly complement 
your surroundings. 


and doll maker. She’s also 
developed her own range of 
cut-and-sew tea towels, which 
are available from Liberty. 
Luckily, she still finds time to 
illustrate our new Modern 


Vnreservedly distinct 


Glasshouses, 


ih may ‘ { “| like the problem-solving element of making an image each 
G reen h OUSES 5 on fa month that hopefully evokes the garden, allotment or hedgerow.” 


Peasant column on page 25. 


and Orangeries 
MATTHEW REESE 
Matthew has worked at Ness 
Botanic Gardens, RHS Wisley, 
RBG Kew and Great Dixter where 
he became assistant head 
gardener. He’s now head 


GRIFFIN GLASSHOUSES 


gardener at Malverleys, and on 
GLASSHOUSES OF DISTINCTION 


page 62 he and Rory Dusoir 
www eriffinglasshouses.com es are recommend the best plants 
for charity 


Ol 9 62 7725 I 2 Partnering NGS with our select Doe ner aigen 


range of free standing glasshouses “The freshness of a White Garden in spring can be extended into 


WAAAY AYARYAYAYAYAYADAYAYADYAYADAYADNYDRYW late summer by combining a variety of plantings.” 
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HORTICULTURAL 


DESIGN & MANUFACTURE SINCE 1954 


Call 0845 402 5300 
Visit www. harrodhorticultural.com 


10% OFF QUOTE TFPAGLI 


Find out more about Dan Pearson’s 
work at the Millennium Forest on 
the island of Hokkaido, Japan. 


Gardens Illustrated talk chaired by Anna Pavord 


With Dan Pearson and 
Fergus Garrett 


Join us for this year’s inspirational GARDENS ILLUSTRATED talk at the 
Royal Geographical Society in London, Tuesday 20 May, 2014 


We are delighted to once again host the GARDENS ILLUSTRATED talk at the Royal 
Geographical Society in London. This year’s speakers are Dan Pearson and Fergus 


Garrett. Dan designed his first garden at the age of 17 and has gone on to earn 

a reputation as one of today’s finest garden and landscape designers. Fergus has 
worked as head gardener at Great Dixter in East Sussex for over 20 years. The 
gardens, developed by the late, great plantsman and garden writer Christopher 
Lloyd, are renowned for their beauty and originality. Since Christopher’s death in 
2006, Fergus has continued and developed his legacy of horticultural excellence. 


Anna Pavord, gardening correspondent for The Independent and author of 
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Fergus Garrett’s method of AT THE ROYAL 
succession planting ensures , GEOG RAPHICAL 
year-round colour at Great Dixter. SOCIETY 

20 MAY 2014 
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numerous books, will lead Dan and Fergus’s conversation. We will Talk details 
¢ Date Tuesday 20 May, 2014 
¢ Venue Royal Geographical Society, 


discover more about the work of these two gardening greats, gain an 


understanding of their approach to gardening, their passions, and 1 Kensington Gore, South Kensington, 
projects past and future. Waterstones bookshop will also be selling Sale aoe 
titles at the event by the guest speakers. * 6pm Doors open (cash bar available) 


¢ 6.45pm Priority seating for Premium 


Book now for Standard or Premium tickets. Premium tickets ; 
Ticket holders (allocated seating) 


include allocated seating at the front section of the lecture theatre * 7pm Lecture begins 
: ° 8.30pm Q&A session concludes 
and a glass of Laurent-Perrier champagne on Series sh 


AS ¢ 9pm Doors close 
arrival. Early booking advised as numbers are CLaurent-Perrier) Ticket Costs 


li it d rti ul 1 f P 1 ti k t MAISON dS ¢ Subscriber* 
a ea ae Standard ticket £20 or Premium £30 


¢ Non-subscriber 
GARDENS ILLUSTRATED reserves the right to replace any of the speakers with other speakers of equal stature in the unlikely event that any : 3 
of them are unable to attend. Tickets must be booked in advance. Please let us know when booking of any special access requirements. Standard ticket £25 or Premium £35. 
Tickets are non-refundable. Driving to the lecture is not advised. Nearest London Underground station is South Kensington. Cash bar. 
* Please have your subscriber number to hand when you call. This can be found on your magazine wrapping. 


TO BOOK ONLINE 
VISIT gardensillustrated.com/shop/events 


OR CALL UK 0844 871 8819' OVERSEAS +44 115 993 4472 


tCalls to this number from a BT landline will cost no more than 10p per minute. Calls from mobiles and other providers may vary. 
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This picture Design for a Neo-Palladian villa. 
Above Drawings for temple or banqueting house. 
Left Chinoiserie garden temple plans. 
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One of five 

| pairs of tickets to the 
= Ve>A William Kent 
| exhibition. 


See gardensillustrated.com 
T&Cs apply 


EXHIBITION 


William Kent 


A new exhibition opens at the V&A this month celebrating the work — Kent's architectural plans, sketches and objects. A programme of 


of William Kent (1685-1748) and his pioneering approach to events accompanies the exhibition including a garden design 
landscape, architecture and furnishing design. His work defined workshop (16 May) and a study day (7 June) to consider Kent’s 
Georgian Britain and his style was adopted by numerous powerful style and approach, led by renowned garden designers Kim Wilkie, 
patrons. Among his best-known landscapes are the gardens at and Isabel and Julian Bannerman. William Kent: Designing Georgian 
Rousham, Stowe and Chiswick House. These and other examples Britain, 22 March — 13 July. VaA Museum, London. For a full list of 
of his work are explored in the exhibition through a collection of events go to vam.ac.uk/whatson, or call O20 7942 2000. 
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Posh Sheds are different. We design and build wooden 
sheds of the highest quality. Offering both a set range 
and bespoke design service, our sheds are built to last, 
extremely functional and above all look superb. 


@ 01544 387101 
www.theposhshedcompany.co.uk 


Is it time for a shed you can be proud of? 


‘Agriframes 


FOR READERS* 
QUOTE CODE: 
G14 


-» \ovet phone or online 


Discover the secret 


of elegant gardens. a 


Arches * Pergolas * Gazebos * Bowers 


@belisks*9 screens rrult Gages 


With over 40 years of expertise, we have a passion for 
gardens. Whether you want a simple arch or a labyrinth 
of walkways no job Is too big or small. We have the 
largest selection of garden structures on the market 
either in stock or made to measure. Call us now to 


discuss your requirements. 


www.agriframes.co.uk | 0845 260 4450 (local rate) 
aT 


*Offer expires 30/4/14 


WILD FLOWERS 
The art of conservation 


Nearly 700 fabric squares have been embroidered, painted, or collaged by members of 
rural communities, young and old, as part of a project by plant-conservation charity 
Plantlife to raise the profile of wild-flower habitats. The squares depict favourite flowers, 


local species, historic links and acts of remembrance, while also documenting precious 
floral diversity. More than 300 of the patches can be seen at Teborth Botanic Garden, 
Bangor, from March to April. Or go to wildflowereurope.org to see all the patches and find 
out more about how Wildflower Europe is working to conserve plant-rich landscapes. 
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EXHIBITION 
Views of rural England 


Best known for his iconic oil paintings of rural life, artist John Constable also produced 
watercolours in his later years. A selection of these relate to the time he spent as a 


ER: ( 


visitor to Petworth House in 1834 illustrating scenes of nearby Sussex villages and 
landscapes. Over 40 of these watercolours and drawings are on show at Petworth until 
14 March 2014. Booking for exhibition essential, 0844 249 1895, nationaltrust.org.uk 
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dig in news 


MATERIAL ASSETS 

Set the tone for spring with 
print artist Kiran Ravilious’s 
latest range of cushions. 

Her bold, lino-cut designs 

in fresh colours are perfect to 
celebrate the lengthening 
daylight hours. From £32. 
Tel 0116 255 3044, 
kiranravilious.com 


BOTANICAL DISPLAY 


Camellias 


If you've been inspired by the V&A’s 
exhibition and all things Kentian, a visit to 
Chiswick House is a must to explore the 
house and grounds. Created by William Kent 
in 1729, they are considered the birthplace 
of the English Landscape Movement. Give 
your visit even more of a focus in March with 
the Camellia Festival held in the beautifully 
restored conservatory. The camelia 
collection is considered the oldest under 
glass in the western world and includes rare 
and historic examples. 1-30 March, 10.30am- 
Apm (closed Mondays) £8. Chiswick House, 
London W4 2QN. Bookings and information 
on 0845 477 1000, chgt.org.uk 


Sins 


Camellia japonica ‘Welbankiana’ 
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dig in news 


Diary 


Carpets of crocus bloom in the gardens. 1-9 March, £5. 
There's also the Plant & Gardening Fair on 2 March, free 
entry. Forde Abbey, Chard, Somerset TA20 ALU. Tel 01460 
221290, fordeabbey.co.uk 


London College of Fashion student and dye expert Susie 
Hewett shows you how to use natural materials and 
sustainable processes to dye textiles. 8 March, 10am-3pm. 
£50. Garden Museum, Lambeth Palace Road, London 


READER HOLIDAY SE1 7LB. Tel 020 7401 8865, gardenmuseum.org.uk 
Rare garden visit A weekend of talks from expert members of the British Iris 
Don't miss the opportunity to visit celebrated garden designer Society, along with demonstrations and displays all focused 
Penelope Hobhouse's new flower-filled garden (pictured). Her around the Iridaceae family. Plants, iris artwork and memorabilia 
special invitation is part of the GARDENS ILLUSTRATED reader holiday for sale 22-23 March, 10am-4pm (admission cost to garden). 
to Somerset and the Wiltshire Borders this June. Other gardens on RHS Harlow Carr, Crag Lane, Harrogate, Yorkshire HG3 1QB. 


the tour include Jekka McVicar’s Herbetum, Hanham Court designed Tel 0845 265 8070, rhs.org.uk/gardens/Harlow-Carr 
by the Bannermans and the Italianate classic of Ilford Manor, the 
home of Edwardian garden designer Harold Peto. 15-19 June. Full Charles Williams of Caerhays Castle gives a lecture on the 


details from Boxwood Tours. Tel 01341 241717, boxwoodtours.co.uk National Magnolia Collection, followed by a garden tour. 
21 March, lOam-lpm, £20 (RHS members £16). Caerhays 


Estate, Gorran, St Austell PL26 6LY. Tel 01872 501310. 
Details on www.caerhays.co.uk 


SISSINGHURST VISITS 
To mark the launch of her 
new book, Sarah Raven is 
hosting visits to Sissinghurst 
to include a talk and tour 
of the garden followed by 
tea or dinner. Dinner 


Grow your own event with an emphasis on nurturing a 
sustainable lifestyle. Ideas, demonstrations advice and 
products to buy. Adults £12, children and seniors £10. 
28-30 March, Alexandra Palace, London N22 7AY. Tickets 
on 0844 338 8001, theediblegardenshow.co.uk 


SISS 


Six-day guided tour of Cotswolds gardens including Hidcote 


guests will also hear Adam or Juliet and Highgrove. Organised by Cotswold Walks, 22-27 June 
: £1,795. Tel 01386 833799 (US/Canada 1 323 544 5519), 
Nicolson talk on the garden, made famous ee ae pene 


by their grandparents. Tea, 15 March, £60; : 

: Music and cultural festival held in the grounds of Port Eliot 
dinner, 20 or 21 March, £95. Tel 0845 092 House. The four-day event includes a flower show and a 
0283 sarahraven com/shop/courses html selection of horticultural speakers. 24-27 July. Tickets 

>) e e 


from £40, porteliotfestival.com 


TO GROW 
New veg choices 


If you're keen to grow something 
new this year, consider including 
these new vegetable choices 
from Thompson & Morgan: 
Carrot ‘Atomic Red’ (pictured) for 
its appealing red-coloured skin 
and flesh, which intensifies when 
cooked, and Basil ‘British Basil’, 
bred to tolerate colder weather, 
winds and light frosts. Grow in 
the ground or pots. Tel 0844 573 


PENELOPE HOBHOUSE'S GARDEN BY JASON INGRAM 
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Dobbies 
Brighten your day 
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It’s that time of year. Time to dust’down your spade, 
pick up your trusty trowel and get back to doing 
what you love. With Dobbies on your side, you can grow 
anything from fresh veg to beautiful blooms. 

The possibilities really are endless. 


Here are some ideas 


to Ge you GrovoinG. 
<=> 


vi = 


Starter Plants Seed Potatoes (loose) Select Hand Fork Essentials Multi-purpose Compost 


8 for £8 or £1 29 each 5 for 1 and Trowel £4 each 3 for £13 or £4.99 each 


Discover more at dobbies.com 


All product prices are correct at the time of printing. Products and offers available while stocks last. 


known for his naturalistic approach to planting, which 
he promotes in both his private and public schemes. 
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Battery Park, New York. 
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Dist 


NOEL KINGSBURY 


As aplantsman 


designer and author of many 


, gardener, 


garden books, Noél is highly 


regarded both i 


nthe UK and 


internationally. 


He is best 
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Take a trip to some of the most influential and innovative 
gardens on the East Coast of the USA, including a visit to 
New York's inspiring High Line. 30 Sept — 8 Oct 2014 


ew York is gaining a surprisingly summer perennials, so from NYC we move 

green image, thanks to new-look, on to the USA's gardening heartland, the 

urban planting designs on the High _ Philadelphia area. Here we visit a selection 
Line and the waterfront Battery Park by Piet of well-known public gardens, as well as 
Oudolf, and wild plantings in the New York some private ones not normally open to 
Botanical Gardens. While in the city we will the public. We'll explore Philadelphia’s public 


meet Lynden Miller, one of the foremost spaces together with a local resident who 
designers of public plantings in New York. will explain the unique involvement of the 

Our eight-day tour is timed to pair the first | Pennsylvania Horticultural Society in the 
signs of autumn colour with the last of the appearance of the city’s green spaces. 


Rp pe 
arden, Philadelp 


S 


The High Line, New York. eh MS ime . ere New fork Botanical Garden. 
che “ee 4 ‘ . * fl & - . 


HEARTLAND 


Other visits include Mt. Cuba Center, a well 
established public garden that also undertakes 
research into garden plants, and Scott BOO KIN G DETAI LS 


Arboretum, widely known to connoisseur The tour price is £2,740 per person (not 
including return flights from London, 


gardeners for its collections of trees, shrubs , i 
but Distant Horizons can arrange flights). 


and perennials woven around the college 
= buildings. At Chanticleer we will have the For a full in-depth itinerary with details 
» chance to meet with staff where a unique of day-by-day visits, accommodation, 


meals etc, and information on how to 
book please contact 


= approach to management has resulted in 

>= one of the world’s most vibrant gardens. 

5 We also meet with Rick Darke and Claudia Distant Horizons, 13 Melloncroft Drive, 
- West, among the USA’s most adventurous Caldy, The Wirral CH48 2JA, UK 

» garden and landscape professionals, and visit Tel +44 (0)151 625 3425 

: James Golden, renowned for his blog View SEN em 

from Federal Twist (federaltwist.com) based lee 


, on his nature-inspired garden. 
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Created by renowned British sculptor Simon icigtou: Sculpture by the ‘Lakes is an insBiKaiOnal: oasis for 
art lovers and art collectors..Nestled in 26 acres of Dorset’s finest countryside, it is home: to an impressive 
and iconic’range of outdoor sculpture. 


All the sculptures are carefully placed in the landscape and surrounding gardens to create the perfect . 
environment in which to experience and view each work. Whether you are looking for sculpture to 
complete a garden project or researching pieces on behalf of a client, the Sculpture by the Lakes team 
of specialists are ready to assist in every step of the process, from making travel plans, to advising on 
suitable sculptures and arranging installation. 


Prices from £2,950 to £300,000 
To arrange a viewing with one of our specialists, please contact us on: 


T: 01305 360415 
E: sbtli@me.com 
W: www.sculpturebythelakes.co.uk 


dig in gardening talent 


Rosie Bowden 


Having grown up on a farm, Rosie felt drawn back to the land for her choice of career. She 
is currently working as a trainee with Audley End as part of the HBGB* scheme 


PORTRAIT ANDREW MONTGOMERY 


Earliest garden memory Going home from primary school gardening 
club with a huge marrow cradled in my arms, | remember feeling an 
enormous sense of pride as | walked through the playground. 

Why horticulture? | started studying International Business and 
French. | was spending more one-to-one time with a screen at university 
than | was with any human being, and | longed to unplug myself, get 
outside and do something purposeful. Thankfully, a summer of market 
gardening in France pointed me in the right direction. 

Who are your horticultural heroes? There was a brilliant article in 
The Garden magazine a while ago, featuring a 104-year-old man stood 
proudly in front of his razor-wired garden in Kabul, Afghanistan. After 
seeing more than a century go by, Mohammad Kabir still held enough 
hope and perseverance to plant for the future. 

Three most worthwhile tips for every gardener Be adaptable, have 
patience and share what you love with others — the people in a garden 
are as valuable as the plants. They can teach, challenge and inspire you. 
With whom would you most like to have tea and cakes in the 
garden? My Nan. Even after 84 years of life, 84 springs, summers, 
autumns, and winters, she never fails to find something new in nature. 


Her stories of smoking old man’s beard, scrumping apples from 
orchards, and making rosehip syrup during the Second World War, 
would make her the perfect ‘mad hatter’ to join the tea party! 
Favourite planting style The one that got away, and grows against all 
the odds on the side of the M25, brightening up our hedgerows and 
clinging on to banks of scrubland. Untamed and defiant. 

What principles have guided your attitude to horticulture | like the 
principles in old country phrases; they're simple and often ring true: ‘If 
you cut your own firewood it will warm you twice’ 

What heartens you about our attitudes to horticulture today? 
The idea that gardens are not just for plants, but for bringing people 
together as well — through allotments, school gardens, urban farms, 
even in our prisons. Gardens play a great role in the bigger picture. 
Favourite gardening books? Well | have just finished Where Have All 
The Flowers Gone? by Charles Flower. It’s not really a ‘gardening’ book, 
but if you want to understand the real history and importance of wild 
flowers then you simply must read it. 

Contact rosiebowden@live.co.uk 

*Historic and Botanic Gardens Bursary Scheme, www.hbgbs.org.uk 
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Leucojum aestivum 
‘Gravetye Giant’ 


Often mistaken for a giant snowdrop, 


aestivum has three to four nodding white bells 
hanging from the tip of each 60cm stem. A little 
green spot adorns the end of each petal that looks 
like a drip about to fall. Unlike demure snowdrops, 
these are big and bold, visible from across the 
garden in March and April, a month or more after 
the snowdrops have faded. They like heavy soil 
and will withstand occasional flooding. The 

clump increases in size year on year and can be 
divided as the leaves die back. AGM*. 


Height/spread 60cm x 10-15cm (in flower) 
60cm x 30 cm (in summer). 

Origins Europe. 

Conditions Damp sun. 

Hardiness rating RHS H7‘. 

Season March — April. 


Derry Watkins is the 
owner of Special Plants 
nursery near Bath 


Thalictrum ‘Elin’ 

Young foliage is purple, which slowly 
unfurls to blue-grey flushed with purple, 
and it is as good as any flower in March. 
And then it begins to grow, and grow, and 
grow. Two and half metres tall by June, it 
flowers way over my head with delicate 
powder puffs of pink and cream. The tall 
seedheads and blue-green, aquilegia-like 
leaves make a semi-transparent screen for 
the rest of the summer. The sturdy stems 
will stand unsupported till early winter. 

It is a sterile hybrid so no seedlings, but 
each plant slowly fattens up. Old plants 
can be divided in early spring. 


Height/spread 2.5m x 2.5m. 

Origins Bred by Coen Jansen. 
Conditions Sun, not too dry. 
Hardiness rating RHS H4, USDA 5a-9b. 
Season March — November. 


March plants 


Derry Watkins chooses a selection of her favourite flowers and foliage 
to introduce some much needed colour into early spring gardens 


WORDS DERRY WATKINS PHOTOGRAPHS JASON INGRAM 


Pulmonaria Blue Ensign’ 
Pulmonarias are work horses in the garden, 
thriving where other plants struggle. Cut 
the leaves hard back after flowering to get 
fresh, unblemished growth. Most 
pulmonarias have spotted leaves, some 
have silver, but this plain Jane has only 
plain green leaves. It’s when in flower that 
she becomes the belle of the ball. The 
brightest most intense gentian blue with 
none of the muddy purple and pink other 
pulmonarias offer. Unnoticed for most of 
the year, in March she steps forward to 
flaunt her gorgeous blue gown. AGM. 


Height/spread 30cm x 30cm. 

Origins Europe. 

Conditions Shade, not too dry. 
Hardiness rating RHS H6, USDA 3a-8b. 
Season March — April. 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit from the Royal Horticultural Society. ‘Hardiness ratings given where available 


dig in plantsman’s favourites 


Corylopsis pauciflora 
I have very few shrubs. They take up too 


much space and look dull for too much 
of the year. I make an exception for 
Corylopsis. Dainty, pale, sulphur-yellow 
flowers dangle from leafless branches, 
exquisite when covered in rain. The scent 
reminds me of its cousin witch hazel, 
which won't grow for me. After the 
flowers, come small, neat leaves, flushed 
red when young then turning yellow in 
autumn. The spreading branches are 
attractive even in winter. An understated 
and elegant addition to any garden. 


Height/spread 1.2m x 2.2m. 

Origins Japan or Taiwan. 

Conditions Sun or light shade, prefers acid 
soil, but tolerates my alkaline clay. 
Hardiness rating RHS H5, USDA 6a-8b. 
Season Early spring. 
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Hacquetia epipactis 
Extraordinary tight little mounds of 
bright, lime-green flowers push through 


the dead leaves in late winter. What look 
like the green flowers are really bracts, 
and what look like the yellow stamens in 
the centre of each flower are really the 
tiny flowers packed together. Bizarrely, 
this is an umbel, cousin to carrots and 
cow parsley. Altogether a master of 
disguise and deceit. The bracts become 
more and more vivid, almost luminous, 
as the tiny flowers open, then gradually 
fade when the seed has set. AGM. 


Height/spread 12cm x 12cm (in flower); 
30cm x 30cm (in summer leaf). 
Origins Europe. 

Conditions Good soil in light shade. 
Hardiness rating RHS H5, USDA 5a-7b. 
Season Early spring. 


Places 
tO VISIT 
Derry shares some of her 


favourite places to see 
plants at their best. 
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Cotehele, near Saltash, 
Cornwall, has a collection of 
30,000 daffodils made up 
of nearly 300 varieties, some 
of them 200 years old. The 
slopes of the River Tamar 
used to provide early 
daffodils for the whole 
country in the 19th and early 
20th centuries. Remnant 
populations of vanished 
varieties are scattered 
through the lanes and in 
abandoned fields, and have 


Lunaria annua Corfu Blue’ 
Lunaria annua, or honesty, is biennial. You 
sow it one year and it blooms the next. The 
lunaria seed I got from Corfu bloomed with 
other lunarias, and were a particularly nice 
blue-purple so I saved their seed. When I 
went to pull up the apparently dead plants 
they were beginning to sprout again. The 
next year those original plants bloomed a 
month earlier. So although it looks just like 
Lunaria annua, it is not exactly biennial. 
Some plants live for a few years and bloom 
at odd times, occasionally July or even 
October. Lunaria annua seems to have 
morphed into Lunaria semiperenne. 


Height/spread 60cm x 80cm. 

Origins lonian islands. 

Conditions Sun or shade. 

Hardiness rating RHS H7. 

Season Early spring, and other odd times. 
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Coronilla valentina Subsp. 
glauca ‘Citrina’ 

The best type of Coronilla (named for its 
crown of pea-like flowers at the tip of 
each stem) is Coronilla valentina subsp. 
glauca ‘Citrina with blue-grey (glauca) 
leaves and pale, lemon-yellow (citrina) 
flowers. The fragrant flowers appear off 
and on all year, most heavily in the spring, 
but what I adore are the winter flowers 
begging to be cut. Cutting the longest 
stems improves the plant, keeping it a tidy, 
blue-green mound. Give it a sunny, 
sheltered site with good drainage to get as 
many of those winter flowers as possible. 


Height/spread 60-90cm x 60-90cm. 
Origins Mediterranean. 

Conditions Full sun, good drainage. 
Hardiness rating RHS H4. 

Season Winter and spring. 


been collected at Cotehele. 
The older varieties tend to be 
pale and slender, many 
developed from the native 
Narcissus pseudonarcissus. 
In late March the head 
gardener offers guided 
daffodil walks, and the visitor 
centre is collecting 
memorabilia, photographs 
and recordings of the people 
who worked the daffodil 
fields. The snowdrops, and 
blossom in the apple and 


Cardamine quinquefolia 

When the rest of the garden is sheltering 
below ground, Cardamine quinquefolia 
pops up, first its bright-green leaves in 
February, then clusters of dainty mauve- 
pink flowers in March. It makes a carpet of 
pink against a north-facing wall under an 
evergreen climber. Not an easy place but 
she has made it her own, every year 
covering another few inches. For two weeks 
the prettiest pink flowers bob about. Then 
she goes to bed again, disappearing below 
ground until next March. Unlike some other 
cardamines, has never self-seeded for me. 


Height/spread 20cm x 20cm. 
Origins Europe. 

Conditions Shade, better if damp, 
but tolerant of dry. 

Hardiness rating RHS H7. 

Season Early spring. 


Viola corsica 

The prince of violas. Blooming from March 
through October in shades of purple, it 
is a hardy perennial that self-seeds. I 
planted it in the half sun that I thought 

a viola might like to grow. It survived a 
few years there and then gently began to 
self-seed around the corner. It has now 
abandoned the light shade and colonised 
25 metres of my hottest driest border. I 
should have guessed the conditions it 
would like best from its name. You would 
not think a Corsican plant could be so 
happy here. It is a river of purple for 
eight months, untouched by me. 


Height/spread 30cm x 30cm. 
Origins Mountains of Corsica. 
Conditions Full sun or half-day sun. 
Hardiness rating USDA 4a-9b. 
Season Early spring though autumn. 


cherry orchards, are also 
fantastic. St Dominick, near 
Saltash, Cornwall PL12 6TA. 
Tel 01579 351346, 
nationaltrust.org.uk/cotehele 
Westbury Court, 
Gloucestershire, has the 
last remaining Dutch-style 
water garden in Britain. 
Dating from the 18th 
century, it is very simple and 
serene. Evergreen hedges, 
topiary and perfectly 
straight canals of still water 


calm the soul. All the plants, 
even those in the vegetable 
garden, are 18th-century 
varieties to tie in with the 
water garden. Small but 
perfectly formed. Westbury- 
on-Severn, Gloucestershire 
GL14 1PD. Tel 01452 760461, 
nationaltrust.org.uk/ 
westbury-court-garden 
Avondale Nursery, near 
Coventry, holds the national 
collection of wood 
anemones, one of my 


© STEPHEN DOREY - GLOUCESTERSHIRE / ALAMY 


. 
Westbury Court 


dig in plantsman’s favourites 


Anemone x lipsiensis 

Looking just like pale-yellow wood 
anemones, a patch of Anemone x lipsiensis 
lights up the ground as if someone has 
spilled sunlight. The fine leaves are pretty 
enough to merit closer inspection. When 
the flowers fade, the leaves quickly follow 
suit and the whole plant disappears for 
another year. Like many woodland plants, it 
is summer dormant. The stick-like corms 
spread underground giving a slightly bigger 
patch of gold every year. If you can, find the 
corms in late summer, you can divide and 
replant them to extend the colony. 


Height/spread 10-15cm x 10-15cm. 
Origins Anemone ranunculoides x 
Anemone nemorosa. 

Conditions Shade, humus-rich soil. 
Hardiness rating RHS H5, USDA 5a-8b. 
Season Early spring. 
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favourite spring flowers. 
Delicate, fleeting, named for 
the Anemoi, the Greek gods 
of wind, they come and they 
go, carpeting woods in early 
spring. Many beautiful forms 
have been selected: blue, 
pink or white flowers, double 
flowers — even all green 
flowers. Avondale Nursery at 
Russell's Garden Centre, Mill 
Hill, Baginton, Warwickshire 
CV8 3AG. Tel 024 7667 
3662, avondalenursery.co.uk 
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PROMOTIONAL FEATURE 


TOUR EUROPE S TOP 
CULTURAL HOTSPOTS 


Classical Spain — Seville, Cordoba & Granada 
Andalucia is one of the most beautiful corners of Europe, where the X1Qew Vj 
excesses of modern life do not seem to have taken root and travellers are " bin 


welcomed as honoured guests. Immortalised by the writings of Ernest 


Hemingway and beloved by Orson Welles, it is the Spain of Carmen, 
Figaro and Flamenco. Rich with the legacies of the Moors and Romans, 
its charm and serenity will captivate you. 


Fully escorted price includes: perhaps the most Spanish 


Return flights to Malaga from 
London Gatwick, Bristol, East 
Midlands, Glasgow, Edinburgh, 
Belfast International, Dublin, 
Leeds/Bradford, Birmingham, 
Luton, Manchester, Newcastle, 
Exeter or Southampton 

Six nights bed and breakfast 
at excellent quality three and 


four-star hotels, staying in Seville, 


Granada and Mijas 


Experience unspoiled Andalucia, 


region in the country 
* Guided tour of Seville — city 
of the Conquistadors 
Guided tour of the stunning 
Alhambra in Granada 
Visit to Cordoba — one of the most 
dramatic cities in Spain 


* Visit to Ronda — one of the most 
spectacularly situated cities 
in Spain 


Seven days from only £569pp 
Selected departures March to November 2014 


* Escorted by an experienced 
tour manager 


To view videos of these tours, visit our website at gairiviera.co.uk 


Dubrovnik, the Dalmatian Coast and Montenegro 


Croatia is one of Europe’s best-kept secrets. Ruled by the Romans, 
Byzantines, Venetians and Hapsburgs, all have left their legacies. Lord Byron 
christened Dubrovnik ‘Pearl of the Adriatic’; the Dalmatian coastline is one 
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of Europe’s most dramatic; and if you can imagine what the Mediterranean 
was like 30 years ago, Montenegro is probably it. This matchless blend of 
history with stunning natural beauty is again on the discerning traveller’s map. 


Fully escorted price includes: 


Return flights to Dubrovnik or Split 


from London Gatwick, London 
Heathrow, Bristol, Birmingham, 


East Midlands, Leeds/Bradford, 


Edinburgh, Belfast International 
or Manchester 


Seven nights three and four-star, 
half-board hotel accommodation 


Tour of historic Dubrovnik 
Visit to Krka National Park and 
its stunning waterfalls 


* Visit to Mostar, setting of the 
famous bridge (pictured) 

« Tour of Montenegro, the beautiful 
Mediterranean country 

« Visit to Split and tour of Emperor 
Diocletian’s monumental palace, 
one of the greatest Roman 
structures in eastern Europe 

« Visit to the charming medieval port <=. sass oN 

Eight days half-board from only £829pp 

Selected departures May to October 2014 


of Trogir on the Dalmatian Coast 
* Escorted by an experienced 
tour manager 


To request a brochure call 01283 523414 or to book go to gairiviera.co.uk 


Terms and conditions Holidays are organised by, and subject to the booking conditions of, Riviera Travel, New Manor, 328 Wetmore Road, Burton upon Trent, DE141SP, 
and are offered subject to availability. ABTA V4744 and ATOL 3430 protected. Per-person prices are based on two people sharing atwin room. Single rooms and optional 
insurance available at a supplement. Booking is direct with Riviera Travel. Images used in conjunction with Riviera Travel. 


Salad days 


For many, March is a month for 
planting seeds and pulling up 
weeds, but on Jojo's east London 
allotment it’s time to bring some 
old enemies in from the cold 


WORDS JOJO TULLOH 
ILLUSTRATION SARAH YOUNG 
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It was in March 2001 that I got the keys to my allotment. Perhaps that is one 
reason I love the days when winter at long last lets go. The site has a bleak and 
unloved look, the wind bites and my hands soon get red and raw from the cold, 
but dig the soil and it is dark and crumbly, colour flushes the swelling buds of 
currant bushes and fruit trees and the furled and oddly viscous rhubarb leaf is 
pushing up above ground. Bright, rain-washed skies lift the spirits after the 
confinement of winter months and work begins again in earnest. 

Seeds can finally be sown. There are broad beans, peas, spring onion 
(‘White Lisbon’ and ‘Ishikura’), radish (“French Breakfast’), round carrots for 
heavy soils (‘Paris Market’) chard and lettuce seeds (“Marvel of Four Seasons’ 
‘Little Gem; ‘Little Leprechaun, “Blonde Maraichére’, ‘Chartwell’ and “May 
Queer) to be planted. This year I will also be trying two Italian cultivars 
resistant to wet and cold (“Testa di Burro’ and ‘Radichetta Barba Di Frate’). 
Now is an ideal time for growing fast-growing spinach suitable for shorter 
days, such as ‘Matador’ with its tender, blistered leaves or the mustard spinach, 
komatsuna or red komatsuna. If you like globe artichokes beg off-shoots from 
generous friends now. Above all really love your plot, thickly mulch your 
fruit trees and bushes with compost, sow green manures (Phacelia, field [> 
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dig in modern peasant 


“Early spring shows up the vitality 
of weeds. They are the first plants to 
appear and their arrival 1s cause 

to rejoice not despair” 


[> beans and red clover) and plant your early potatoes (‘Charlotte’ and 
‘Annabelle’ this year) in trenches thick with sticky, well-rotted manure. 

Early spring shows up the vitality of weeds. They are the first plants to 
appear and their arrival is cause to rejoice not despair. The soil is warming up 
and showing signs of life and fertility. One of the commonest is the dandelion. 
Instantly recognisable, it is ideal for the timid would-be forager. Trimmed at the 
base and thoroughly washed, dandelion leaves are a wonderful source of 
astringent green leaves at a time when little else is growing. 

You can easily blanch dandelion leaves by putting a flowerpot with a tile or 
brick on top over the whole plant. Once plunged into darkness the leaves will 
grow paler, longer and sweeter. In a little over a week this forced growth will 
reward you with a head of etiolated white and yellow leaves. Eat the pale frizzy 
heads in a salad of dandelion and bacon with a hot vinegar dressing. Take two 
blanched dandelion plants, washed carefully and dried well in a tea towel or 
salad spinner, fry three or four rashers of good-quality streaky bacon cut into 
thin strips, Put the dandelions into a warmed ceramic salad bowl (to stop the fat 
congealing) and when the bacon is crisp tip the contents of the pan (bacon and 
fat) over the leaves. Quickly rinse the pan out with a tablespoon of red wine 
vinegar (turn the heat up high). When the vinegar boils tip this too over the 
salad and serve immediately with plenty of good crusty bread. 


Eat all your greens 
In the past, it was not uncommon for island and mountain dwellers to suffer 
physically from their limited diet, especially during the winter months when bad 
weather cut off supplies. The scarcity of fresh food forced them to supplement that 
diet with what was at hand — vital, verdant wild plants. In Greece they call those 
gathered with the root, rakikia, and the leafy greens horta, and in parts of America 
they gather ‘creasy greens. 

In her fascinating cookbook and memoir, Honey From A Weed, the food 
writer Patience Gray devotes an entire chapter to edible weeds. She records the 
Mediterranean people’s love of bitterness in weeds and makes great claims for the 
vitality eating them confers. While living on Naxos in the 1960s, Gray witnessed at 
first hand the intestinal pains suffered by the islanders, the result of a restricted diet 
and contaminated water. The islanders ate the iron-rich leaves of many weeds in the 
daisy and dandelion family including Taraxacum officinale and wild chicory, 
Cichorium intybus as well as Tragopogon porrifolius and milk thistle among others. 

Eat your weeds as spring pizzas of nettle and pine nuts or in a dish of wilted 
greens (see right). This tradition is centuries old, John Evelyn notes in his Acetaria: 
A Discourse Of Sallets written in 1699 that ‘more frugal Italians and French gather 
Ogni Verdura, anything almost that’s Green and Tender, to the very Tops of Nettles; 
so as every Hedge affords a Sallet’ 
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Cooking up a feast 


¢ Another way to eat dandelions is in an early 


spring salad. Take the smallest and most 
tender sorrel leaves and combine them in 
equal proportion with blanched dandelion 
leaves. Dress lightly with lemon and olive oil, 
sea salt and pepper for a revitalising spring 
salad that goes well with a roast chicken. If 
you like dandelions you might also try the 
red-ribbed dandelion, it tastes similar to the 
common dandelion but has a striking dark 
crimson rib and darker leaves. 


* In Greece a selection of early spring leaves 
are collected together and cooked to forma 
plate of wilted greens called horta. Take 
tender young chard leaves, sorrel, parsley, 
mallow, dandelion, nettle tops, poppy tops and 
rocket. Clean the leaves thoroughly then boil in 
salted water for five minutes, drain well and 
squeeze out all the water, Dress with lemon 
juice and olive oil, season and serve. 


¢ At the back of my plot | found an old gnarled 
vine. | cleared the brambles around it, mulched 
and pruned it and now it scrambles over the 
top of my shed. Later in the year | pick the 
tender green leaves for making dolmades 
(stuffed vine leaves), but before that in March 

| prune it and bring the trimmings home. One 
of my favourite meals is a steak grilled over 
quick-burning, resinous vine trimmings — a 
tradition stolen from vineyard workers. 

Make a fire of good charcoal and when it is 
glowing throw the vine wood on to the fire. 
When it has flared up and died down cook the 
steak for a few minutes on each side, depending 
on how rare you like it. Serve with boiled new 
potatoes, and place the steak on top of some 
spicy mustard leaves, the heat of the steak will 
wilt the leaves, which in turn catch the juices. 


The Inchbald School of Garden Design 


“Inchbala’s 40 years of 
experience in teaching garden 
design made choosing their 
online course easy.” 

Sarah Hammond 


www.sarahhammonddesign.com 
Online Garden Design Graduate 


40 


YEARS 


GROWING 
CAREERS 


I’ve been working as a designer for a number of years 
and took the course as | wanted to consolidate and 
develop my knowledge and skills and also gain the 
confidence to grow my business beyond a local, word of 
mouth operation. | saw the Inchbald with its reputation 
and standing, and the fact that it offered a challenging, 
rigorous course as the perfect place to do that. 


Our online design courses aim to continue the high 
quality of teaching which is central to the garden design 
school and which our reputation has been built on over 
the past 40 years. 


You get the same standard of tutoring and unlike most other 
online courses, have the opportunity to meet your fellow 
students at an open day at the beginning of the course. This 
can be invaluable, as you can share ideas throughout the 
course and it can be an important support network when you 
are working from home. 


The unique features of our online garden design courses 
make them superior to conventional distance learning, 
correspondence or home-study courses. When you join 

an Inchbald online course you join a small class with other 
students. You follow a course timetable and develop close 
working relationships with your tutors and fellow students. 
Crucial to all of our online courses is the regular feedback 
and advice from tutors on your weekly work assignments. 
You set up your design studio at home and have 24/7 access 
to your class through your bespoke course website. 


Through discussion forums online, you share ideas and 
observations with fellow students and your tutors. This 
stimulates and informs your design education, and this 
contact with others who are studying the same course at the 
same time helps to sustain you. The course schedule sets a 
dynamic pace allowing you to see progress, and establishes 
a valuable professional ethos, in which you are expected 

to meet deadlines and commitments. Most importantly, 

your tutors are personally interested in your progress and 
development and give you regular and frequent guidance and 
feedback on your work. 


We have a range of online courses to choose from, including 
three month short courses, one year to three year diploma 
courses and Postgraduate Diploma and MA degree courses. 
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GROWHOUSE GREENHOUSES* 
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To see our range of greenhouses, 
lean-to’s, and greenhouse related equipment visit 


www.greenhousebonanza.com 


*15% discount applies when purchased with staging and shelving 
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Sa aabalidiayetoreze =~ = Brollies Galoré 0845.602 3712,brolliesgalore:co.uk: Striped linén cushion 
£20 from Garden Trading 0845 608 4448, gardentrading.co.uk. Waxed 
cotton TWC7 outback hat in olive, £67 from Tilley 0800 374353, tilley.com. 
Beautifully soft and cosy woven wool throws in ‘Fern’ design, shown in ‘jade’ 


1 A great’place to sit to put your boots‘onstl 
bench also has two handy. wicker drawers underneath to keep all your 
essential gardening gearhearby, £116 from Store"0844 414 2885, 
. aplaceforeverything. co.uk, For wet spring days, a pairofLeChameau _ 
‘Country Lady’ neoprene-li ned wellies will keep your feet dry, £84.99/orfor _ (left) and ‘multi’ (right), £168 (140cm x 185cm) from Chalk 01273 602894, 


extra warmth these velcro garden boots by Tayberry are Thinsulate lined =" ‘Chalkwovens.com. Carry a selection of hand tools in this round leather 
and waterproof, £27.99, both from Welly Warehouse 0845 862 7282, _ * _tool bag £55 from Labour and Wait 020 7729 6253, labourandwait.co.uk. 


wellywarehouse.co.uk. Sedici 16-panel umbrella in olive, £18.99 from 


- Hand tools'see overleaf, psig stylist’s own. 
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dig in shop front 


2 Keep just enough compost handy for 
potting tasks in this ten-litre ‘clay’ compost 
bucket £34, and gardening books and 
magazines fit perfectly in this rustic 
wooden shelving unit with three shelves, 
£165 (112cm h x 55.5cm w x 36cm d) both 
from Garden Trading (see previous page). 
Ga ce eners tea towel (on wall) £10 from 
lem & Hammock 01844 217060, 
fandhammock.co.uk. Aged terracotta 
pots, a set of 12 in a crate (just seen 
eht).£19.99 from Rockett St George 
4 253391, rockettstgeorge.co.uk. 
po: st Sieve and scoop from a set of 
ools by Sophie Conran £149.95 (all 
Wallablelindividually) from Burgon & Ball 
233 8262, burgonandball.com 


3 This glass string jar with a hole in the lid stops you 
getting in a tangle. £12 (including string) from Garden 
Trading (see previous page). Scissors stylist’s own. 


4 Great for keeping by the back door to slip on for a 
quick trip out into the garden, these dark tan leather 
Fitflop SHUV shoes are £95 from Fitflop 0845 359 
9884, fitflop.co.uk. Galvanised metal grill door mat 
£32 from Garden Trading (see previous page). 
Galvanised trug £19.95 and assorted hand tools 
from a set of ten all by Sophie Conran £149.95 from 
Burgon & Ball (See 2 above). 


5 Keep water (or something stronger!) in this handy 
pocket flask by Stanley, £22 from Labour and Wait 
(see previous page). These stylish 18cm secateurs by 
French manufacturer Arno are the perfect size for 
those with smaller hands and come with luxury leather 
grip handles, €40.94 available from Catriona McLean 
+33 6 32 53 54 33, catrionamclean.com 


6 Nine ‘gubbins' pots help to keep your shed in order, 
£19.95 from Burgon & Ball (see 2 above). 


* Special thanks to Kristy and Nik Ramage for allowing 
us to photograph at their house and garden. 
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October/November 2014 - Sear eamnranapoen 
s POTS *AND +PITHO! 
The Western Cape ae sag ESTABLISHED 1985 
* stunning private gardens and es rf ee THE WORLD'S LARGEST SELECTION 
Kirstenbosch > > a OF CRETAN TERRACOTTA POTS 
* exceptional wildlife reserve in i" . a v7) amas i a 
Little Karoo i 


* Grootbos Nature Reserve 


Namibia 
¢ deserts, canyons, flora and fauna 


* amazing landscapes, towering 
dunes 


* succulents, lithops and quiver 
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Small groups L — ; Po —— 
Fully guided 


SUSAN WORNER TOURS 


www.susanwornertours.com « 01423 326 300 


Garden and Wild Flower Tours to France, Italy, Switzerland, Portugal, 
Morocco, South Africa and Namibia 


everything you need 
to make your _ 
garden beautifu 
this spring and, 3 
summer 


"J HAND THROWN USING 
TRADITIONAL METHODs 

NATURALLY FIRED TO 
OVER 1150°% CREATING 
BEAUTIFUL AND UNIQUE 


FROST RESISTANT POTS 


FULL COLLECTION: 
www.potsandpithoi.com 
BROCHURE & ENQUIRIES: 
01342 714793 
; info@potsandpithoi.com 
‘ VISIT US: The Barns, East Street, 
Saranraven.com * 0845 092 0283 Turners Hill, West Sussex, RH10 4QQ 
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A must-have read for passionate gardeners, GARDENS 
ILLUSTRATED magazine provides a unique insight into the world’s 
most beautiful gardens, irresistible plants and clever design. 
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In brief ~ 
Name Bijsterveld. 
What Private gardén-around a 


— 


15th-century farmhouse.= = 


Where Oosteeklo, province of suas === 
pS ee 

East Flanders, Belgium. sm“. = ma. = 

al of 17 acres. . 


throughout the year eek e 
Soil Poor sandy soil, but fertilised by decades 6 
manure from cattle, es Sane, 
Points of interest Romantic garden serves ae 3 
primarily as 4 Source of inspiration for the owner's 
paintings. In spring naturalistic plantings of 7 > 
daffodils and spring bulbs. In June the garden ¢ $ 


features a romantic mix of roses and clematis. 
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painter's garden 


Artist tv 


From afield surrounding an old Flemish 
farmhouse, painter Nina Balthau has crafted 
a garden that’s as pretty as a picture 


WORDS AND PHOTOGRAPHS MAAYKE DE RIDDER 


7 aking a peep inside an artist’s home can sometimes feel as 
if you're being offered a secret insight into their unique view of 
the world. It’s a feeling that’s hard to shake off when you visit the 
garden of Nina Balthau, whose exquisite paintings of landscapes and 
flowers capture the magical patterns of light on leaf and petal. 

Walking through the garden that folds around her 15th-century 
Flemish farmhouse, you can almost begin to imagine you have 
stepped into an Impressionist painting. So light and pink is the 
spring blossom on her Prunus triloba, so fresh, green and white the 
surrounding planting, they must surely be from the hand of an 
assured old master? Even the moat that meanders around the house 
seems formed from the same painterly palette as the plants, with just 
the right tones of dark brown and blue. 

The impression is of nature, but nature perfectly placed by an 
incurable romantic with an expert eye. Hardly surprising, as Nina is a 
self-confessed lover of natural beauty. “It’s in my house and garden, as 
well as in the objects adorning it,” she says. “Nothing is straight or neat, 
and I think that should extend into the garden. It’s controlled disorder, 
which makes the whole picture look natural.” 

Nina discovered the farmhouse 27 years ago when she and her 
then husband decided they'd had enough of city life. The house, in [> 


Opposite page A gnarled old Prunus triloba brings a flurry of pink colour to this 
terrace, with wooden tubs of Leucojum aestivum, Arabis alpina subsp. caucasica. 


Top left Nina is not the only artist to have been charmed by the soft, pink blossoms 
of Prunus triloba. Vincent van Gogh often painted this striking spring bloomer. 


Bottom left Nina's Neapolitan ice cream-coloured house beautifully sets off her 
displays of Viola x wittrockiana, Pulsatilla vulgaris, Fritillaria meleagris, Aquilegia 
Biedermeier Group, Tulipa ‘Violet Beauty’ and the low-growing Tulipa ‘Fur Elise’ 
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painter's garden 


“Where another artist might draw a lot 
of sketches, I try to experiment in the 
garden. My garden 1s a preliminary 
study for my paintings” 


> the small village of Oosteeklo, near Ghent, was exactly what they 
were looking for but in desperate need of renovation; the garden 

was nonexistent. Slowly, the couple set about restoring the house and 
creating a garden by themselves, not simply to cut down on costs but 
because Nina couldn't imagine handing her canvas over to anyone 
else. “How could I make an architect or garden designer see what I see 
in my mind’s eye?” she says. “How could I explain that I don’t only 
love to walk beneath a pergola, but to look at the way it filters the light 
that falls on rose petals. To me, gardening is like painting. But whereas 
with a canvas I’m limited to just two dimensions, in a garden I have 
three. It gives me the chance to create my own fairy-tale world.” 

But, when Nina first bought the house, a fairy-tale ending for her 
garden seemed far from certain. The plot was little more than a field 
in which cattle had once grazed, and the best that could be said for it 
was that at least its poor, sandy soil had been fertilised by decades of 
cow manure. It left Nina, a garden novice, with a dauntingly blank 
canvas. Her first plant — a gift from her brother — was to Nina’s mind 
merely “a ‘dead’ twig in a pot with a tag saying Fallopia aubertit’, but it 
sparked her curiosity and her desire to learn more about plants and 
gardening. “Like a real city girl I did it all wrong at the beginning,” she 
admits. “This garden was a typical case of trial and error —a lot of 
error. I used to plant the tulip bulbs upside down. But I’m a fast 
learner, I read a lot of books and I tried a lot” 

Once she had worked out which way round to plant her bulbs, 
Nina discovered she had a hidden talent for garden design. “What I 
did was mostly right and people seemed to like it,” she says. 

She began by establishing a baseline of hedges that would give the 
garden a clear structure. Her aim was to be able to walk through the 
garden as she would through her house and she set about creating 
garden rooms that were completely in tune with the rooms in the 
house they faced. “The colours I use in the interior, must fit in with [> 


Top left Nina has filled an old feeding trough with Narcissus ‘Topolino’ and Muscari 
botryoides ‘Album‘ In the borders, box balls provide all-year structure. 


Top right Flowers, such as this white Narcissus poeticus var. recurvus and the 
purple-ish-pink Tulipa ‘Violet Beauty’ are a source of inspiration for Nina's paintings. 


Bottom left Antique oak tubs hold magnificent displays of Leucojum aestivum and 
Arabis alpina subsp. caucasica. Early blooming, white Tulipa ‘Purissima’ peeks out 
from within hedges of Buxus sempervirens. 


Bottom right Nina planted a simple knot garden along one side of the farmhouse. 
In spring a few heads of narcissi and the fresh red leaves of a peony are beginning 
to reach up above the green. 
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painter's garden 


Golden rules 
Nina’s tips for creating naturalised plantings of daffodils 


« Plant the bulbs in October, as soon as possible after you've bought 
them to avoid them drying out too much. 

« Make sure you plant each bulb at a depth of three times its height. 

If they're too shallow you'll deprive the roots of necessary moisture. 

* If you're aiming for a natural look, plant the bulbs further apart than 
you would do in a more formal border. This spacing gives room for the 
bulbs to increase. For a beautiful natural effect, scatter the bulbs and 
plant them where they fall. 

¢ Impoverished soil can be a problem, so it often pays to work some 
compost or old manure through the soil before you plant your bulbs. 
Using a slow-release, granular fertiliser in early spring or shortly after 
blooming, can also do the trick. 

* Daffodil foliage persists for many weeks after flowering. If you want 
your bulbs to bloom again next season, you must wait for the leaves to 
turn yellow before you cut them back. 


» 


[> what I see when I look out the window,’ she says. “My garden, 
home and paintings are all one and the same.” 

At first Nina did much of the work herself, until years of 
maintaining the garden took their toll on her back. Now she is helped 
by her gardener Marc De Muynck. “Marc and I are on the same page,” 
she says. “I give him a free rein, which is what he likes best. I trust him 
completely. It’s only, when a new colour is introduced that I come in.” 

Colour is intensely important to Nina. After all it is her bread and 
butter, and she uses the colours in her garden to provide inspiration for 
her paintings. “T love all colours, but especially pastel tones. I strive for 
natural beauty in my garden,” she says. “Where another artist might 
draw a lot of sketches, I try to experiment in the garden. My garden is 
a preliminary study for my paintings.” 

The dominant floral colour is pink, with whites introducing a fresh 
top note and rich purple-red tones providing a powerful accent. These 
colours fit in perfectly with the grey tones of Nina’s zinc and lead pots 
and her worn-wooden garden furniture. The subtle tones of green, 
provided by the wooden structures and by the abundant foliage 
complement perfectly the colours Nina has chosen for the outer walls 
of buildings — an old pink for the house and a soft terracotta for her 
studio; walls she painted long before starting on the garden. 

In spring, the terrace is awash with colour. Zinc buckets filled with 
apple and pear blossom, sit alongside pots of Tulipa ‘Violet Beauty, 

T.- Fur Elise} Viola x wittrockiana, Pulsatilla vulgaris, Fritillaria 
meleagris, Leucojum aestivum, Muscari botryoides ‘Album, Saxifraga 
hypnoides and a pink hybrid Saxifraga ‘Peter Pan’. 

Crossing over the moat via a little bridge, you catch a glimpse of a 
stunning flower field from behind a row of trees. Not pink this time [> 


Opposite page A mix of Narcissus ‘Peeping Tom! N. Jetfire, N. ‘Cotinga’ Muscari 
latifolium and M. armeniacum ‘Valerie Finnis’ create a naturalised meadow field. 
Nina avoids using tulips in these naturalised plantings as the bulbs make such a 
“nice snack for water voles”. 


Top left Painting the base of tree trunks white is supposed to help protect the bark 
from insect damage and help keep rabbits at bay. 


Bottom left In spring Nina fills this twig planter with Leucojum aestivum, which 
prefers the shade of her orchard to being planted in full sun. 


39 


e >) e 
Nina's attention to detail extends to of Nina S favourite 
her thatched wood store. Practical as ° 
well as good looking, it allows the wind daffodils 


to dry the wood from all sides. 


“To me, gardening is like painting, but 
whereas with a canvas I’m limited to just 
two dimensions, in a garden I have three” 


> but a host of white and soft-yellow Narcissus ‘Peeping Tom, N. 
‘Jetfire’ and N. “Cotinga’ mixed in with a few contrasting blue Muscari 
latifolium and M. armeniacum ‘Valerie Finnis: A completely naturalised 
planting that still looks as though it has flowed from an artist’s brush. 
Now, after almost 30 years, Nina is saying goodbye to her glorious 
garden, but she’s leaving it in good hands. The new owner, Birgit 
Rouseré, fell in love with the garden when she came on a visit and 
plans — with a little help from Nina’s gardener Marc — to keep it just as 
it is. She'll continue to open the garden to visitors, so others can fall 
for its charms. But then if you've bought a beautiful, living work of 
art it’s only natural to want to show it off. 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

Address Bijsterveld 5, 9968 Oosteeklo, Belgium. 

Tel +32 9 3449515 

Website bijsterveld.be 

Open Last two weekends in June, 1Oam-6pm, and at other times 
for groups by appointment; entrance €6. 
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1 Narcissus ‘Seagull’ 

Stunning daffodil. White petals slightly bent back, the 
cup Starts out yellow in the centre, becomes darker 
and is finally edged with an orange trim. Flowers 
April. 35-45cm. RHS H5, USDA 4b-8a’. 


2 N. ‘Peeping Tom’ 

Astrong and reliable grower, perfect for naturalising 
and for containers. The long, golden-yellow trumpets 
are surrounded by dainty yellow petals. Flowers March. 
25-30cm. AGM* RHS H4, USDA 4a-9b. 


3 N. ‘Sweet Love’ 

A late bloomer with wonderful scent. Multiple flowers 
with cups that seem to glow from the centre out when 
in full bloom. Also looks wonderful in containers. 
Flowers April. 45-50cm. RHS H5, USDA 4b-8a. 


4N. ‘Bridal Crown’ 

Incredible, sweetly perfumed flowers. Produces several 
double, white flowers that are blushed with orange in 
their centres. Ideal for forcing into bloom; to give you 
flowers indoors earlier in the season. Flowers March — 
April. 30-40cm. AGM. RHS H5, USDA 3b-9a. 


5N. ‘Butter and Eggs’ 

Known for its pleasant scent and robust blooms. 
Its centre petals are a little bit darker than the 
outer petals. Flowers March. 30-40cm. RHS H4, 
USDA 4a-9b. 


6 N. ‘White Lady’ 

A favourite in the 1890s, it has now become quite rare 
in the UK, although you'll still find it naturalised in 
Northern Ireland. White with a small yellow cup, 
sweetly scented, a step-sister to ‘Seagull’ Flowers 
April. 45cm. RHS H5, USDA 4b-8a. 


7 N. ‘Jetfire’ 

This lovely miniature flower, with vivid, orange cups 
surrounded by swept-back yellow petals, will bloom 
slightly earlier than other daffodils. Excellent for 
planting in rockeries and containers. Flowers February 
— March. 20-25cm. AGM. RHS H5, USDA 3a-8b. 


8N. ‘Actaea’ 

Fabulous fragrance, its large size and late bloom make 
this one of the most delightful daffodils. Flowers April 
— May. 40cm. AGM. RHS H6, USDA 3a-9b. 


ON. ‘Topolino’ 

Petals are creamy white and arch backwards, the 
trumpet is a light, bright gold. Suitable for borders, 
rock gardens, containers and naturalised plantings. 
Flowers March. 15cm. AGM. RHS H4, USDA 3a-9b. 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit from the 
Royal Horticultural Society. ‘Hardiness ratings 
given where available. 


painter's garden 


v 
| | Spri t 
In the first of her new four-part series, designer Kristy | 
Ramage suggests fresh ideas for spring pot displays 


WORDS KRISTY RAMAGE PHOTOGRAPHS ANDREW MONTGOMERY 


Theatre by the door 


I love having collections of small plants by the back door, especially in spring. The ultimate 


collection would be a proper auricula theatre, filled with a glorious selection of Primula 


auricula in subtle shades, but the idea of a ‘tiered’ table works for a more mixed display as well. 


Violas are more commonly available than auriculas, and are so cheering. They have faces that 


seem to look back at you, making them ideal candidates for planting in these tiny portable 


pots, so you can bring them inside every now and then, and study them up close. I mixed 


them in with pots of ferns and Primula ‘Francisca’ to keep a balance of fresh green. 


Get the look 


Cultivation and care 
During March and the beginning of April the 
plants grow slowly and need very little 
attention. But as the days warm up these tiny 
pots need frequent watering. | find the best 
way is to plunge them in a bucket of water for 
5 minutes, where the water level is just higher 
than the pot. You can keep the violas flowering 
for a long time if you deadhead and feed them 
once a week (| use a splash of liquid seaweed 
in a watering can). The ferns and the bigger 
pots of violas will look good all year, and by May 
they will have filled out and be happily tumbling 
over the side of the pots. 

The plants in smaller pots will show signs 
of fatigue as they fill out, at which point move 


them into bigger pots or out into the garden. 

| put violas around the base of my sweet peas 
in the kitchen garden — they give you some 
colour before the sweet peas get away. 


Containers 

You frequently find these tiny terracotta pots at 
junk shops and markets, but you often end up 
with quite a mixed lot. If you want something 
smarter, there are some potters still making 
hand-thrown terracotta flower pots who will 
make to commission, so you can ask for 
exactly the sizes you want. To form the tiered 
shelves, | used old roof slates and two sizes of 
wooden wine boxes, that were just the right 
height to use as ‘spacers: 


planting ideas 


Plants (see above left) 

1 Viola sororia ‘Freckles’ 
15cm. March — April. 

2 Viola riviniana Purpurea Group 
15cm. March — April 

3 Viola ‘Karma Denim’ 
15cm. January —May. 

4 Viola ‘Roscastle Black’ 
15cm. Flowers prolifically all year. 

5 Viola ‘Titania’ 
15cm. March — April. 

6 Athyrium filix-femina ‘Victoriae’ 
Slow growing but eventually 60cm 
or bigger in the ground. Green from 
spring until frosts. Shown as young 
and mature fronds. 

7 Primula ‘Francisca’ 

30cm. Spring. 


Also used, but not shown in close up: 


¢ Polystichum polyblepharum 
70cm. AGM*. All year. 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit 
from the Royal Horticultural Society 
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Bold and beautiful 


Viola ‘Trish Molly’ is a really unusual colour. It’s a pansy type of viola with a greenish 


yellow, radiant centre, a warm olive-green-to-bronze surround and just a hint of purple 


edge. The deliciously fresh green and beautiful pale mauve Polemonium has just enough 
yellow in the centre of the flower to make it work with the viola, but the combination needed 
something that could be threaded through and add a ‘base note’ The purple-leafed clover — 
Trifolium repens ‘Purpurascens Quadrifolium’ — is perfect, with an edging of green and a 


brownish purple heart. It’s a smart, bold plant and a great foil for paler partners. 


Get the look 


Cultivation and care 

Soil ina metal container has a tendency to 
heat up and dry out in hot sun, or to freeze on 
cold nights. To prevent this you can insulate the 
sides and base of the container by lining them 
with several sheets of newspaper. None of 
these plants are particularly fussy about soil, 
but like most, they prefer good drainage, so it 
helps to mix a few scoops of grit in with a good 
potting compost for planting. 

If you buy Polemonium ‘Lambrook Mauve’ 
from a nursery this early in the season, beware 
of frosty nights, because it’s likely to have been 
grown under glass and although it’s fully hardy 
the shock of the cold could knock it back. To 
my mind it’s well worth the effort of protecting 
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it for a few nights so you can be sure to have 
something of this height and soft leafiness in 
March. The many buds you'll see at this time 
are a sign of masses of flowers to come in April 
and May. Keep the viola deadheaded and trim 
back to promote new growth. 


Container 

It's very easy to drill drainage holes in 
galvanised containers, so these sort of sturdy, 
metal-box trays are really useful. | also use 
them for growing pea shoots, and have a line 
of therm in my cold frame for growing early 
lettuces, the handles are a definite bonus. My 
trays came from a local reclamation yard, but 
try eBay and junk shops for similar ones. 


Plants 

1 Trifolium repens ‘Purpurascens 
Quadrifolium’ 
10cm. Foliage all year; small, white 
flowers in Summer. 

2 Polemonium ‘Lambrook Mauve’ 
60cm. Spring. 

3 Viola ‘Irish Molly’ 

13cm. Spring — summer. 


Chionodoxa ‘Pink Giant’ would also go 
well and add more colour while the 
Polemonium is still in leaf. 


planting ideas 
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An early riser 


Lunaria annua ‘Corfu Blue’ is a show stealer. Its curious, pale, cobalt-violet petals have a 


luminosity, especially on a gloomy day. Wherever I’ve seen it growing it’s always steadfastly 


throwing up a spike that towers over the lower growing plants that flower this early. For a pot 
situated in dappled shade, this kind of light reflecting palette is ideal. The Anemone nemorosa 


‘Robinsoniana’ and Pulmonaria Opal (= ‘Ocupol’) are lower growing ‘carpeters’ whose flowers 


have the same abilities to glow. The dense spike of the Muscari latifolium just punctuates the 
mix of palest lilac and fresh green with its inky Prussian blue and purple. All these plants will 


grow on in a border in dappled shade, if you move them out of the pot after flowering. 


Get the look 


Cultivation and care 

| love leafmould. Particularly suitable for 
woodland edge plants, the cool, moisture- 
retentive, yet well-draining conditions it offers 
are ideal. | collect leaves in autumn, bag them 
up in bin liners, punch in a few holes and hide 
them under shrubs covered in yet more leaves 
so they don't offend the eye. A year or so later, 
pull out the bags and you have rich crumbly 
magic to add to your pots and borders. 


Container 

You'll find these large, cast iron bowls in 
reclamation yards. Originally made for heating 
water for the laundry, they are almost 


indestructible. You don't need to worry about 
damage from frost or the stray football, but 
you do need to put some effort into making the 
drainage holes. Mark the metal with a centre 
punch, then put a drop of oil where you are 
about to drill (this acts as a lubricant and keeps 
the drill bit cool). Make about five holes, with a 
sharp 8-10mm cobalt drill bit, using the slowest 
drill speed. Cover the holes with crocks so they 
drain freely. To keep the pot a little lighter and 
increase the drainage, use Leca (expanded clay 
balls) or chunks of polystyrene in the bottom 
third. You'll need some stones around the base 
to hold the pot level. These great big pots look 
good with box hedges around them. 


planting ideas 


Plants 

1 Muscari latifolium 
25cm. AGM. Spring. 

2 Anemone nemorosa ‘Robinsoniana’ 
20cm. AGM. March — cool early May. 

3 Pulmonaria Opal (= ‘Ocupol’) 
20cm. March — May. 

4 Lunaria annua ‘Corfu Blue’ 

60-80cm. Spring — early summer. 


Suppliers 

Beth Chatto Gardens 01206 822007, 
bethchatto.co.uk 

Crocus 0844 557 2233, crocus.co.uk 
Grove Nurseries (viola specialist) 
01308 422654, grovesnurseries.co.uk 
Plantify 01753 257152, plantify.co.uk 
Plants for Shade 01963 32802, 
plantsforshade.co.uk 

Special Plants 01225 891686, 
specialplants.net 

West Meon Pottery 01730 829434, 
westmeonpottery.co.uk 

Woottens of Wenhaston 01502 
478258, woottensplants.com 
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In brief 


What Spring-flowering, diminutive woodlanders, 
often with Alpine tendencies. 
Origins Ten species distributed throughout the northern 
temperate zones of North America, Canada, Asia and 
Europe, although not Britain. Closely related to anemones. 
Season Late winter or spring flowers are followed by 
newly unfurling foliage, sometimes beautifully marbled. 
Size Low-growing, normally 10-20cm. 
Conditions In the wild, they are mainly found on sunny, 
deciduous woodland slopes; moist but with excellent drainage. 
Importantly, hepaticas need cool, dense shade after flowering, 
when they will tolerate much dryer conditions as long as they. 
don’t dry out completely. The European species thrive in 

arden, given the above conditions. F 

ll succeed outside, but we reco} 


They're renowned for being tric cultivate — and many 
of the prettiest are — but some of these diminutive woodland 
slope dwellers will thrive in a British garden 


. WORDS VAL BOURNE PHOTOGRAPHS LYNNKEDDIE & 
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HEPATICA NOBILIS VAR. 

JAPONICA F. MAGNA 

This is the variety that puts the magic and 
nce into hepatica breeding. It comes in 


fable range of colours including this 


Val Bourne is a 
garden writer and 
lecturer and judges 
plant trials at 

RHS Wisley 


*Holds an Award 

of Garden Merit 

from the Royal 
Horticultural Society. 
GG = good for gardens 
AH = best grown in 
Alpine house 


conditions. 


plant profile hepaticas 


TJ henever I see hepaticas I always 
~ wish Ihada magic potion 
labelled Drink Me! Then I could 
do an Alice, and shrink down to nothing 
and gaze straight into their tiny, pincushion 
middles and perfectly arranged sepals. But it 
wasn’t Alice who got me into hepaticas. It was 
the late Kath Dryden, a famous Alpine 
gardener with a renowned eye for a plant. In 
the 1990s, I bought a white Hepatica nobilis 
var. nobilis and planted it under an apple tree, 
willing it not to die. It was the perfect starting 
point and over time I’ve added cobalt-blues, 
various pinks, and more pure-white forms. 

Hepaticas have a reputation for being 
hard to grow, and indeed the Japanese 
hybrids (such as H. nobilis var. japonica 
f. magna) are as they require Alpine house 
conditions. However, the European species, 
H. nobilis var. nobilis and H. transsilvanica, 
and their cultivars, are among the easiest 
and make charming garden plants. 

H. nobilis var. nobilis has been grown in 
Britain since at least the 17th century when 
the Doctrine of Signatures, used by herbalists, 
ensured it was widely planted in physic and 
monastery gardens. Its three-lobed leaves are 
said to resemble a liver in outline hence its 
name, from the Greek hepar for liver. 
Confusingly, in North America hepaticas 
are all now classed as anemones. 

H. nobilis var. nobilis is the most wide- 
spread of the European hepaticas. It is found 
throughout Europe, although not Britain, 
mainly on sunny deciduous, woodland slopes, 
but also in some coniferous woods. The 
flowers come in many shades of blue, pink 
and white, and the glossy green foliage can 
be marbled. The other European species, 

H. transsilvanica, is found growing wild only 
on steep shady banks in the mountainous 
woods of Transylvania and on the Carpathian 
Mountains in central Romania. 

Both European species overlap and almost 
certainly hybridise naturally. Ernest Ballard, 
the husband of hellebore breeder Helen, > 
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[> deliberately bred several cultivars from 
the hybrid between these two European 
species in the early years of the 20th century. 
The best known is H. x media ‘Ballardii, a 
sky-blue form that’s hard to locate in 
nurseries because it’s so slow to increase. 

H. ‘Millstream Merlin’ is an excellent free- 
flowering hybrid with vivid purple-blue 
flowers held on long stems. 

Valerie Finnis named a deep-blue, 
white-stamened cultivar in 1977 (now 
called H. transsilvanica ‘Ada Scott’) after her 
mother-in-law. One of the best garden- 
worthy forms is “Harvington Beauty, 
named by Hugh Nunn the breeder of the 
Harvington hellebores. When Hugh moved 
to Harvington, a village outside Evesham, 
in 1985, he noticed a large-flowered, blue 
hepatica growing in many village gardens 
but couldn’t put a name to it. One fine 
colony stretched under an old apple tree 
and had been in that garden for decades. 
He potted some up, and as no one knew 
much about it, he named it “Harvington 
Beauty’ after the village. Intriguingly, one 
of Harvington’s inhabitants at the time was 
Helen Ballard’s daughter Sarah, and I like 
to think there’s a connection. 

In Japan, hepaticas are an obsession and 
are called yukiwariso, which translates as 
‘breaking snow plant. The Japanese seek 
them out in the wild and have given names 
to more than 550 wild-collected plants. 
Over the past 30 years many extraordinary 
new hepaticas have been bred in Japan. In 
2000 John Massey, of Ashwood Nurseries, 
together with the Niigata Nursery 
Association from Japan, co-staged an 
RHS exhibit of hepaticas, which won the 
Lawrence Medal for the best RHS exhibit 
in that year. It was truly remarkable and one 
of my magical moments in horticulture. 

The most exciting cultivars are bred 
from H. nobilis var. japonica f. magna, 
found growing naturally around Niigata 
on Honshu, Japan’s largest island. Intensive 
breeding has made Japanese cultivars a 
must-have for enthusiasts, but remember, 
they are difficult, requiring very specific 
conditions. John Massey, who breeds and 
raises hepaticas, and travels all over the 
world to see them in the wild, admits he 
has a love-hate relationship with Japanese 
hepaticas. He keeps promising he'll say no 
to more of these tricky little characters, but 
then invariably falls under their spell. 

- Val’s recommendations for hepaticas 
continue over the next six pages 
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H. ‘MILLSTREAM MERLIN’ 

This gentian-blue hepatica, with irregular, 
semi-couble flowers with no stamens, was 
bred by the late American rock garden 
enthusiast H Lincoln Foster. First exhibited in 


London by Kath Dryden in 1989. 10-20cm. AH. 


H. NOBILIS VAR. NOBILIS ‘INDIGO STRAIN’ 
Selected by Robin White, this dark-blue strain 
has white stamens and the pristine colour is 
much darker and more intense than usual. It’s 
taken years of reselection and backcrossing 
to produce this vivid strain. 10-20cm. GG. 


H. NOBILIS VAR. JAPONICA 
‘KARAKO’ 
A vivid blue hepatica, with contrasting cream 


staminodes in a dainty anemone-centred 
formation. Unlike the full doubles, this can 
still produce pollen. 10-20cm. AH. 


H. X MEDIA ‘BALLARDII’ 

Highly desirable but scarce, with large, elegant, 
pale-blue flowers on tall stems. A deliberate 
cross raised by Ballard in around 1916. Snap it 
up if you see it for its rounded, overlapping, 
eye-catching sepals. 10-20cm. GG. 


plant profile hepaticas 


H. X MEDIA ‘HARVINGTON BEAUTY’ 
Named after a village near Evesham, 
this wonderful hepatica, with mid-blue 
flowers, held right above the foliage, is a 
great garden performer. Long-lived, 
enduring and easy. 10-20cm. GG. 


H. NOBILIS VAR. JAPONICA 
UNNAMED CULTIVAR 

This green-centred, fully double 
hepatica has white outers filled with 
neatly arranged green staminodes 
that have just a hint of pink to warm 
up the flowers. 10-20cm. AH. 


H. MAXIMA 

A tall species found only on one island: Ulleung- 
do, between Korea and Japan, but it thrives in 
my garden. Its green-centred, white flowers, 
sometimes flushed pale pink, are followed by 
black and white ‘panda’ seeds. 15-30cm. GG. 


H. ACUTILOBA 

With sharp-lobed ‘acute’ foliage, generally 
green, sometimes faintly marbled, and hairy 
stems. The upward facing flowers, which 

can be highly fragrant, are mainly white, 
occasionally pale pink or pale blue. 15cm. AH. 


H. TRANSSILVANICA ‘EISVOGEL’ 
Arecent German cultivar with large white 
flowers and a distinctive, faint-blue flush to the 


back of the sepals. This hint of blue doesn't 
always reappear every year. ‘Eisvogel’ is the 
German word for kingfisher. 15cm. GG. 


H. NOBILIS VAR. JAPONICA ‘HAYACHINE’ 
A full double, cream-white with green 
undertones. The layered sepals overlap 

really neatly. Named after Mount Hayachine 
in the Tohoku region of Honshu in Japan. 
10-20cm AH. 


plant profile hepaticas 


Growing hepaticas 
in the garden 


* Ask advice from the specialist 
nurseries about the best hepaticas to 
grow in your garden. Remember, many 
stunning Japanese hepaticas will not 
thrive in a UK garden setting. 


¢ The easier European hepaticas will 
thrive in gardens provided they are 
beneath a canopy of semi-shade after 
flowering, under deciduous trees and 
shrubs, or the shady side of a rock 
garden. H. transsilvanica and its 
cultivars will tolerate much more sun as 
long as they don’t dry out completely. 


* Hepaticas grow slowly and are not 
good at competing with other plants. 


« Although they need excellent drainage, 
hepaticas require plenty of moisture 
during their growing season to flower 
well. Keep new plants well watered for 
their first spring and summer. 


* Give plants a dressing of blood, fish 
and bone every autumn. 


¢ H. nobilis var. nobilis flowers before it 
puts out new leaves. Remove damaged 
foliage and any from the centre of the 
hepatica before flowering. Alternatively, 
remove all the old foliage at this time. 


* Hepaticas are best divided after 
flowering, or in September if required. 


* Hepatica seed needs to be sown as 
soon as possible, while still green. The 
seeds will fallas soon as you touch 
them when they are ripe (usually April 
or May). However, the large black and 
white ‘panda’ seeds of H. maxima 
ripen much later. 


¢ Use a mixture of equal parts of 
leafmould, perlite and seed compost. 
Cover seeds with a 0.5cm-layer of 
coarse grit and keep the pans outdoors 
ina shady position. Water the pans 
lightly so that the seeds do not dry out. 


* Seedlings of most hepaticas should 
germinate by the following spring and 
can be potted up individually into small 
pots later in the autumn. It is a good 
idea to keep your seed pans for at least 
three years after sowing as germination 
can still occur during this period. 
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Growing hepaticas 
in an Alpine house 


* Use clay pots and a free-draining 
growing medium of John Innes No 2 
leafmould and perlite in equal parts. 


* Repot regularly, every one or two 
years, either after flowering or end of 
August into September. Shake off old 
compost and trim any damaged roots. If 
roots are over long, trim back by a third. 
Large plants can divided at this stage. 


* Position the crown of the plant high 
in the pot, fill to the brim with compost, 
firm very lightly. Water well with a fine 
rose to settle compost around roots. 


+ After flowering and when the new 
leaves have unfurled, shade the green- 
house by 75 per cent (sooner if weather 
is hot and sunny). Ventilate well, but 
beware of late frosts or strong winds. 
Remove shading when flower buds start 
to swell, usually mid to late January. To 
help prevent fungal disease, remove any 
damaged or diseased foliage. 


* The watering regime varies 
throughout the year. More water is 
needed in early spring than in summer 
and autumn, although plants should 
never dry out completely. 


Where to see and buy 


¢ Ashwood Nurseries 
Tel 01384 401996, 
ashwoodnurseries.com 


¢ Edrom Nurseries 
Tel 01890 771386, 
edrom-nurseries.co.uk 


* Plant Heritage Collection 
Tel 01524 701276, 
hazelwoodfarm.co.uk 


Hepatica Event 2014 


* RHS Recommended Event, at 
Birmingham Botanical Gardens, 
Sunday, 16 March, l1Oam-3pm. Includes 
talk by John Massey and hepatica 
sale. Tickets must be booked in 
advance. £15 for RHS members; £18 
non members. Tickets may be booked 
through Ashwood Nurseries (details 
above) or through Birmingham 
Botanical Gardens (0121 454 1860, 
birminghambotanicalgardens.org.uk). 
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H. NOBILIS VAR. NOBILIS 

The easiest hepatica to grow, with starry 
flowers typically blue, but also bright pink 
and white. Flowers usually appear before the 
new foliage so mark its presence carefully in 
the garden. 10cm. AGM* GG. 


H. NOBILIS VAR. JAPONICA 

UNNAMED CULTIVAR 

An anemone-centred double, with rounded 
overlapping mauve sepals set round a neat 
yellow middle. These exquisite doubles are 

a Japanese obsession. 10-20cm. AH. 


H. NOBILIS VAR. PUBESCENS 

These Japanese hepaticas have fewer oval 
sepals, fewer stamens and even fewer pistils. 
The foliage is susceptible to scorching due to 


the dense covering of very fine hairs, so take 
care when spraying. 10-20cm. AH. 


H. NOBILIS VAR. JAPONICA 
‘MOMOSANGO’ 

A delicate single hepatica noticeable for its 
widely spaced, cherry-pink outer sepals 
surrounding a delicate boss of tall, white 
stamens set around a green eye. 10-20cm. AH. 


H. AMERICANA 

A pink form of H. Americana often found 
in drier places such as rock crevices or at 
the base of trees. The delicate flowers are 
in pastel shades of lavender blue, soft 
pink and white. 15-30cm. AH. 


plant profile hepaticas 


Christabel King 


The reticent artist whose exquisitely beautiful paintings have 
been bringing Kew’s flora to life for almost 40 years 


WORDS JODIE JONES PORTRAIT CHARLIE HOPKINSON 


hristabel King is small, neat and extremely reluctant to 

talk about herself. Unless pushed, she’s unlikely to 

mention the fact that she is the longest serving 
botanical artist at Kew, or that her work has been published in 
countless books and monographs or that she has a significant 
reputation on the international lecture circuit. 

She presents her portfolio almost apologetically, but the 
images inside speak for themselves. Naturally, these present 
precise botanical detail, but they also seem to capture the 
essence of each plant as well. One particular drawing, of a 
Kalanchoe, is so exquisite that it almost resonates on the page. 
“I do remember spending an enormous amount of time on 
that particular one,” she admits. 

This is not to suggest that she normally rattles off her 
pictures. One plate can take up to 14 days to complete. Patience 
and precision are her stock in trade; her tools a good light 
source and a tripod on to which she clamps a test tube of water 
to keep her subject fresh. She paints in water colour (purists 
disapprove of the denser gouache paints) with sable brushes 
and uses a feather to sweep away eraser debris. 

So immersed does she appear in her profession that it 
comes as a surprise to learn how many years it took before 
she found her niche. “I was a funny little girl, always messing 
about with plants,” she recalls. “I used to grow all sorts of things 
in our north London garden, and I still have an exercise book 
I owned when I was six, full of drawings of plants from that 
garden. I knew I wanted to do something with plants, but 
through much of my twenties I could not find my role.” 

She took a degree in Botany at University College, London, 
graduating in 1971, and then contemplated landscape design, 
but was put off by the emphasis on construction. While she 
considered her options she rolled up her sleeves and worked 
hands on at a nursery near the family home for several years. 
Then her father suggested that she enrol on the scientific 
illustration course at Middlesex Polytechnic. “I was there from 
1973-1974,” she says. “As well as plants we drew birds, shells, all 
sorts of things. I thoroughly enjoyed it. Then I spent a year in 
my mother’s garage, struggling to be a freelance illustrator” 

A visit to Kew led to a commission to produce the drawings 
for a series of World Wildlife Fund award certificates and she 
then took her portfolio to David Hunt, the then editor of the 
renowned Curtis’s Botanical Magazine, published by the Royal 


Botanic Gardens, Kew. He invited her to produce a trial drawing 
of an Echeveria, and was sufficiently impressed to engage 
Christabel both as an illustrator and as his assistant. That was in 
1975 and her drawings have appeared in the journal ever since. 

“Tt is a great privilege to work somewhere with such an 
immense resource of plants and such a tremendous tradition,” 
she says. “There have been botanical illustrators at Kew ever 
since it was established. It is rather a club — Kew botanical 
artists share a similar approach to their work.” 

Not that she has worked solely at Kew for all these years. In 
1986, Christabel began teaching botanical illustration at Capel 
Manor College “T didn’t particularly want to, but enthusiastic 
students and a regular income helped a lot — although in time I 
came to love teaching,” she says. She continued to teach there a 
day a week until 2012, when she was commissioned to produce 
The Kew Book of Botanical Illustration, a labour of love which 
she is due to complete in September this year. 

Christabel still does some hands-on teaching, in this 
country and, increasingly, overseas. She has mentored Brazilian 
students through the Margaret Mee Foundation, and has also 
travelled to Turkey, Uganda and Japan. “The English flora has 
been well documented by botanical artists over hundreds of 
years. But many countries are only just starting to catalogue 
their own. It is exciting to be part of that,” she says. 

But in this age of digital photography, is botanical 
illustration a relevant medium for those catalogues? 
“Photographs are often not selective enough,” she says. 

“We artists emphasise details that might otherwise get lost, so 

as to accurately represent the true nature of the plant. I can 
imagine my role at Kew changing. Younger people know 

about technology and will find new ways of applying it. 

I can’t compete with them but I don’t mind. I am content 

to do what I do as well as I know how.” 


NEXT MONTH 
Gregory Long, president of The New York Botanical Garden 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

Botanical Art in the 21st Century, an exhibition of contemporary 
botanical art from the Shirley Sherwood Collection, is at the 
Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, until 31 August. 


We artists emphasise details that might otherwise get lost 
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- An Dively SEL 
What Elegant contemporary city garden. 
Where London. 9: BFA, “ 
Size 550 square metres»Avgarden area Av 
“of approximately 20m x 25m/andans- 1" 
“additional corner triangle tor hiding away 
“compostingvand irrigation kit.2°- -* XN 
Soil London clay# 
Climate Moderate climate only occasionally 
’ falling below freezing, and regular fainfall. 
Points of interest Strong structure. Excellent 
handling of sloping site. Both subtle and 
dramatic use of Corten steel. 


. 


.< VSoft woedland planting, ‘and a go 
* restful; rectangular pool clad in 
Corten Steel help define a relaxing 


area for the family to gather. 


designer garden 


Designer Sara Jane Rothwell has taken a 
neglected and sloping, small city garden and turned 
it into a calming and comfortable space 


WORDS NON MORRIS PHOTOGRAPHS MARIANNE MAJERUS 


he hallmark of a Sara Jane Rothwell 
garden is a well-thought-through space, 
precisely built hard landscaping and 
clean lines softened by grasses and 
perennials. This family garden in London 
was a tired, unloved, sloping plot with 
bare fencing and patchy planting offering 
minimal privacy from the buildings 
overlooking it on all sides. 

Now the garden looks smart and feels 
both private and spacious. Two broad 
platforms of lawn are separated by an 
elegant flight of turfed steps; a neat 
cedarwood and glass lodge sits discreetly in 
one corner; a comfortable terrace offers 
outdoor sofas around an easy-to-use firepit; 
and there is a soothing rectangular pond 
and an area of elegant woodland — while 
the edges are softened throughout with an 
effective mix of strong structural planting, 
grasses and long-lasting perennials. 

A clipped yew hedge provides both 
a screen for one side of the garden and 
cleverly squares off the previous ragged 
shape of the plot, completely concealing 
a triangular working area now perfect for 
housing composting and irrigation kit. 

To minimise the effect of the garden’s 
steep slope, Sara Jane levelled off part of 
the garden and created a ‘sunken’ path 
that runs alongside the hedge and is 
separated from the lawn by elegant blocks 
of box and three sets of simple wide steps. 


The box platforms ingeniously surround 
an awkwardly positioned, double- 
trunked pine tree, looking as though they 
have always been there and turning the 
tree into a feature rather than a problem. 

The lodge, which functions both as a 
gym and an art studio, is cleverly raised on 
to a decked platform to avoid damaging 
the root system of a nearby plane tree. It 
looks out on to a grove of silver birch that 
provides garden privacy without blocking 
light. “I went out of my way to source 
Betula utilis var. jacquemontii because its 
canopy is so much lighter than some other 
birches,” says Sara Jane. 

Although small, this woodland area 
gives the garden a wonderful feeling of 
calm. Beneath the trees Sara Jane has 
planted broad sweeps of box, alongside 
Japanese anemones, Tellima grandiflora, 
the lovely, pale Hakonechloa macra 
‘Aureola, and the fern Dryopteris 
erythrosora, chosen in part because its new 
foliage has the same rusty tones as the 
Corten steel used throughout the garden. 
In late spring the area lights up with the 
addition of Tulipa ‘Maureen’ —a gleaming, 
acorn-shaped, snow-white tulip. 

The elegance of the grove is enhanced 
by a simple iroko wood platform — 
designed by Sara Jane — that seems to float 
above the planting and creates a serene, 
woodland walkway linking the garden [> 
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> lodge to the soothing waters of a sleek, 


Corten steel-clad pool that is positioned to 
line up exactly with the double doors of the 
house. A stepping stone at the pool’s centre 
allows the family to walk directly from the 
lodge to a comfortable seating terrace where 
outdoor sofas surround a circular firepit. 

Here on the terrace Sara Jane has used 
the warm tones of Corten steel to its most 
dramatic effect. A triptych of rust-coloured 
panels — one with a circle cut out to reveal a 
flourish of ruby red acer — provides an 
exciting focal point for the garden and 
cleverly hides away the gas cylinders for the 
firepit. “The great thing about the metal is 
that it is like an art installation,” says Sara 
Jane. “It just carries on ageing and changing. 
And it looks so great with green.” 

On the opposite side of the lawn, next 
to the house, Sara Jane retained an existing 
terrace, but removed a glossy white 
balustrade, which she felt created a barrier. 

“T wanted to make the house feel part of 
the garden and have an uninterrupted view,” 
she says. In place of the balustrade are broad 
steps of sawn Yorkstone and tiered raised 
beds. Here the planting is rich with velvety 
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reds and mauves. The clients’ only planting 
request was for roses, so in went the vibrant 
Rosa “Tuscany Superb’ and R. ‘Charles de 
Mills, alongside jewel-coloured tulips, 
Cirsium rivulare ‘Atropurpureum, 
Penstemon ‘Andenken an Friedrich Hahr’ 
and P. ‘Raven; Salvia nemorosa ‘Caradonna 
and Erysimum “Bowles’s Mauve’ Sara Jane 
had “resisted the idea” of using Erysimum 
before, but is thrilled with the way it flowers 
from one end of the year to the other. 

Sara Jane has created a comfortable, 
elegant, low-maintenance garden with fine 
structure, exquisite detailing and restrained 
bursts of gorgeous planting. The different 
elements of the garden have been cleverly 
unified by the repeated use of pale Yorkstone 
in the terracing and steps, and the subtle 
richness of Corten steel in cladding for the 
pool and the uprisers of the lawn steps. The 
garden as a whole is an inviting private space 


and a pleasure to use all year round. 


USEFUL INFORMATION 
To see more examples of Sara Jane's work 
visit londongardendesigner.com 


“The great thing about 
Corten steel is that it 

is like an art installation — 
it just carries on ageing 
and changing” 


Above Raised beds filled with Erysimum ‘Bowles’s 
Mauve; jewel-coloured tulips and Heuchera villosa 
‘Palace Purple’ provide a splash of rich colour. 


Opposite top A deep red acer — one of the few 
plants retained from the original garden — bursts 
through the circle cut into the central panel of a 
weathered Corten steel triptych. 


Opposite below Sara Jane designed the simple 
iroko platform to provide a woodland walkway from 
garden lodge to the new seating terrace. 


designer garden 


Contemporary style tips 


* Create different areas of interest 
Creating several distinct spaces within a 
garden not only adds to the interest within 
the garden, but can also increase the feeling 
of spaciousness. ‘It’s important not to 
overcomplicate,” says Sara Jane. “Staggering 
the various elements and creating layers of 
texture and depth are often the key.” 


* Create privacy with plants and trees 

Sara Jane recommends using pleached trees, 
(her favourite is the ornamental pear, Pyrus 
calleryana ‘Chanticleer’) and high-panel trees, 
(such as hornbeam) to create a natural 
partition for separate garden areas. A pair 

or — if you have room — grove of silver birch 
can be a great choice. Silver birches grow 
closely together in the wild and can happily be 
planted closely together in a small garden. 


* Create privacy with structures 
Permanent structures or screens, such as 
the Corten steel panels used here, can create 
areal focal point for the garden — and some 
much-needed privacy in an overlooked city 
garden. For roof terraces Sara Jane often uses 
a pergola with a retractable canopy or, as in 
this garden, a generous parasol to provide 
shade and privacy. Despite its size, this 
parasol, from the US company Tucci 
(globalparasols.com), can be easily wound 
up, taking up relatively little space. 


* Choose plants with a long season 

Sarah Jane often uses box and yew to provide 
a good structural skeleton for a garden, and 
then softens these with ferns, grasses — 
including Hakonechloa macra, Anemanthele 
lessoniana (pheasant'’s tail grass) and 
Deschampsia cespitosa — that will look good all 
year round, and flowering perennials, such as 
Erigeron karvinskianus. She adds seasonal 
colour, by including lots of spring bulbs. 


* Keep things simple 

It can be tempting to try and over 
compensate for a garden's faults, but often 
the simplicity is again key. Here the garden 
had a steep slope, which Sara Jane levelled in 
parts to create distinct areas, but left a gentle 
slope in the lawn. “| could have used more 
terraces and retaining walls, she says, “but it 
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In‘early summer (this piatllre ¥ 


“below), the White Garden at 
Malverleys is filled with Alliums and 
Hesperis, which contrast with the 
green foliage and silver-jasged 
structure of Onopordum acanthium. 
By July (below right) Astana 
and Rosa Iceberg (= ‘Korbin’), dn 
white clary and Ammi majus li 
the show, and Orlaya takes al 
from the Alliums. 


Rory Dusoir (left) 

is head gardener 
at Stud House in 
Surrey. Matthew 
Reese is head 
gardener at 
Malverleys in 
Hampshire, which 
has an inspirational 
White Garden. 


Special thanks 

to Malverleys 
where most of 

the images in this 
feature were taken. 


creating a white garden 


Pale and interesting 


In the second of our White Garden series we look at 

how, with careful succession planting and using the right 
plant combinations, you can create a stunning white 
border that will delight from early spring to late summer 


WORDS RORY DUSOIR AND MATTHEW REESE PHOTOGRAPHS ANNAICK GUITTENY 


t is always a challenge to sustain interest 

in your garden over a prolonged season. 

In a White Garden, the question of 
providing succession becomes ever more 
important. As well as providing continuity 
of blossom, it is vital that the feeling of fresh 
growth predominates for as long as the season 
permits. Senescence and decay should be 
banished from a White Garden for as long 
as possible — a feat that becomes harder and 
harder as the year progresses. Nevertheless, 
careful choices and combinations of plants 
and some manipulation of their growth 
habits will allow you to sustain the illusion 
of an eternal spring throughout the summer 
and early autumn. 

One important way to do this is to make 
sure that a certain proportion of the plants 
you use look showy over a long period. 
Structural plants, such as Cornus alternifolia 
‘Argentea’ and Astelia chathamica, never 
really have an off season and will anchor the 
more ephemeral and dynamic elements of 
the planting. The annual hard pruning of 
subjects such as Salix exigua and Rubus 
thibetanus (as discussed in part one of this 
series last month) will prolong their season 
of active growth and keep them fresh and 
vigorous until the end. 

We are fortunate in the UK that our 
generally indeterminate, maritime climate 
permits the culture of plants from a wide 
variety of climate zones. There are the 
Mediterranean plants, for instance, which 
tend to complete their growth cycles from 
winter to spring; whereas the prairie plants 
that make up the bulk of our herbaceous 
perennials start their growth late in the 
spring and grow throughout the summer. 
We may harness these complementary 
growth patterns: the cardoon (Cynara 
cardunculus) for example, has established 


a dominant and invaluable presence at tulip 
time when most foliage plants are barely 
getting going. By the time it begins to run 
up to flower in June, its basal leaves, the 
vegetative engine of the plant, will have 
completed their growth cycle and the base 
of the plant will tolerate shade. And you will 
certainly want to hide the ‘legs’ of the plant 
as the summer progresses, for they become 
increasingly tatty and bare. If you plant a 
late-starter, such as Veronicastrum 
virginicum ‘Diane’, in front of it, this will 
provide the necessary shield, without 
competing unduly for light. In addition, the 
spaces around the Veronicastrum in spring 
allow opportunities to plant tulips or 
alliums that will show up beautifully against 
the back-drop of the burgeoning cardoon. 
Keen observation of the growth patterns of 
your favourite plants will allow you to 
create ‘partnerships’ such as these that bring 
the best out of your plants and prolong the 
season of interest. 

A further approach to providing 
succession is to use bedding plants. You can 
designate parts of your border solely for 
bedding, which will integrate with the rest 
of the display as long as the footprint of the 
area is not too ‘blocky. Alternatively, you 
can use bedding plants opportunistically 
among permanent plantings, to fill 
temporary gaps at either end of the season. 
Once again, these partnerships must be 
carefully attuned to prevent undue 
competition. Use delicate annuals, such as 
Nigella damascena, Omphalodes linifolia, 
Orlaya grandiflora or Myosotis sylvatica 
‘Snowsylva’ among nascent perennials and 
they will not inhibit their growth, but rather 


melt away (or be removed) as required. 
* Turn the page for Rory and Matthew's 
selection of 36 essential White Garden plants. 
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1 Tulipa ‘White Triumphator’ 

One of the most elegant tulips with a slender 
upright habit. Plant the bulbs before you have 
cut perennials down fully, so you can see 
where the gaps will be when the tulips flower. 
A detailed photographic record of the garden 
in spring will help hugely. Height (H) 60cm. 
AGM*. RHS H7, USDA 3a-8bt. 


2 Myosotis sylvatica ‘Snowsylva’ 
Forget-me-nots are great for temporary ground 
cover in spring, although most seed-strains are 
disappointingly compact. ‘Snowsylva’ will cover 
the ground nicely, the more so with successive 
self-sown generations. Occasional blue rogues 
may need to be pulled out promptly. H 20cm. 
Spread (S) 20cm. RHS H6. 


3 Cynara cardunculus 
The cardoon is peerless for its silvery foliage 
contribution at tulip time, when plants of any 


substance are hard to come by. Ina White Garden, 


the foliage on its flowering stem can be enjoyed 
until the flowers start to open — at which point 


you should cut the flower stem back. Alternatively, 


grow an edible artichoke to give an added 
incentive that avoids the chore of deadheading. 
H 2.5m. $ 1.5m. AGM. RHS H6, USDA 7a-9b. 


4 Crambe maritima 

A denizen of shingle beaches, seakale prefers 
sharp drainage and makes an excellent plant for 
the front of a border. The young shoots are 
purple and become leathery grey with age, with 
irregular, torn-looking edges. White flowers 
bloom in May on strong stems. H 1.3m-plus. 

S 40cm. RHS H6, USDA 7a-9b. 


5 Hesperis matronalis var. albiflora 
Asubstantial bedding plant in flower. It can be 
perennial, but we prefer to grow it as a biennial. 
Sow in spring, line out in a spare plot in the 
summer, then lift and transplant to the border 
in autumn, 40cm apart. It works well with tulips. 
H 1.3m-plus. S 40cm. RHS H6, USDA 4a-9b. 


6 Tulipa ‘Purissima’ 

Possibly the best performing tulip, with large 
rummer-shaped flowers, strong stems and 
clean glaucous foliage. Flowers develop quickly 
from cream to pure white, have rounded petals 
topped with a small point and are very tolerant 
of rain. H 50cm. AGM. RHS H7, USDA 3a-7b. 
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creating a white garden 


1 Omphalodes linifolia 

Small but perfectly formed annual with flowers 
of an exquisite biscuit-porcelain colour, proudly 
displayed above jade-green foliage. Its open 
structure allows it to be woven through 
perennials without fear of competition. Once 
established can self-sow, especially on light 
soils. H 30cm. S 25cm. AGM. RHS H4. 


2 Eremurus ‘Joanna’ 

Among the most garden-worthy foxtail lilies, 
given good drainage. The scape can grow to 
over 3m, with the top metre a striking tapering 
cylinder of starry flowers. The basal leaves 
produced during the winter can become ugly in 
summer so mask with planting. Excellent with 
hesperis and alliums. H 3m. S 50cm. RHS H6. 


3 Nigella damascena ‘Miss Jekyll Alba’ 

Will self-sow liberally under almost any 
conditions. It’s good to retain a mixture of 
spring- and autumn-born plants as this will 
extend the season, which can be extended still 
further by a sowing in June. Take care not to 
smother emergent plants and thin out to 20cm. 
H 50cm. S 20cm. AGM. RHS H7. 


4 Lychnis flos-cuculi var. albiflora 

An obliging self-sower, with clear white flowers 
composed of forked petals that sit atop leafless, 
branching stems. A short-lived perennial that’s 
treated as a biennial. Any pink seedlings should 
be removed as soon as they appear. Of the two 
forms available, one has black stems, the other 
green. The latter is better suited to the White 
Garden. H 60cm. S 20cm. RHS H7. 


5 Lupinus arboreus ‘Snow Queen’ 
Fast-growing shrub, smothered from head to 
toe with thousands of delicate candle-like 
spikes. Tends to flower itself to an early death 
but it is soon replaced. H 2m. S 2m. RHS H4. 


6 Orlaya grandiflora 

Here is a plant that always excites interest. 

The flowers have a lacy appearance reminiscent 
of small doilies or large snowflakes and are 
produced in succession on a delicate leafless 
frame. It may be planted en masse, or woven 
among clumps of late perennials. Its delicacy 
won't impose on its neighbours, which can 

then take over as the Orlaya melts away. 

H 60cm. S 50cm. RHS H7. 


65 


Ki SLLITUTCC 
1 Allium ‘White Cloud’ 

Most of the taller alliums flower in May to June; 
this notable exception peaks July to August. 

In June the tall, glaucous scapes develop a 
striking teardrop bud, which gradually splits 

to reveal a rounded mass of small, white flowers 
with pink anthers. Try it with Ammi majus, 


Veronicastrum or white willowherb 
(see 8, right). H 1.5m. RHS H6. 


2 Sidalcea candida 

This rhizomatous perennial has its flowering 
stems well spaced, which allows light to 
penetrate the diaphanous white flowers that 
look especially good backlit by a fading sun. 
Support with brushwood is essential. Can be 
cut back to the ground after flowering and 
interplanted with late-summer bedding. 

H 90cm. S 60cm. RHS H7, USDA 5a-9b. 


3 Borago officinalis ‘Alba’ 

A promiscuous self-sower that can crop up in 
surprising and useful places, such as a crack in 
a path. Be prepared to weed a few out. There 
are two forms of white borage in cultivation: the 
shorter-leaved form is preferable as its progeny 
are reliably white. H 40cm. S 20cm. RHS H5. 


4 Onopordum acanthium 

A tall, biennial thistle with spiny, jagged stems 
and leaves, covered in a silvery indumentum 
that gives this remarkable plant a sculptural 
presence. Flowers are typical purple thistle 
heads, but don't impose unduly on a white 
theme. Staking is recommended, and the whole 
plant should be ruthlessly removed when it 
starts to age. H 2m. S Im. RHS H6, USDA 3a-9b. 


5 Ammi majus 

Everything we admire about cow parsley is 
enhanced in this giant umbellifer. It has a 
wonderful structural quality and a graceful, airy 
habit. The best plants are obtained from 
September-sown seed. Over-winter seedlings in 
acold frame. H 1.4m. S$ 1.0m. RHS H5. 


6 Digitalis purpurea f. albiflora 

If you weave individuals through other plantings, 
they'll function like steeples breaking up a low 
cityscape and will lead the eye from one area to 
the next. Once planted will self-sow, and 
seedlings should be thinned to individuals 30cm 
apart. H 2m. S 30cm. RHS H6, USDA 4a-9b. 
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creating a white garden 


7 Eryngium giganteum 

Once established, this desirable monocarpic 
sea holly will self-sow throughout the garden. 
Initially the developing stems and young flowers 
are pale green and soft to the touch; but the 
whole plant will age to a silvery hue, and the 
leaves and ruff-like bracts will harden and 
become prickly. H 90cm. S 30cm. AGM. 

RHS H7, USDA 5a-8b. 


8 Chamaenerion angustifolium ‘Album’ 

The white form of the rose-bay willowherb is 
about as thuggish as its wild equivalent and 
needs to be restrained. Flowers are produced 
on long stems and the pale-green seed capsules 
subtending the flowers also contribute to the 
display. Plant with Ammi majus for an elegant 
combination of umbels and spikes. H 1.5m. 

S$ 1.5m-plus. RHS H7, USDA 4a-9b. 


9 Lychnis coronaria ‘Alba’ 

With clean, grey foliage and clear, white flowers, 
it’s the perfect White Garden plant. It also self- 
sows prodigiously and will flower in its second 
year from seed. After flowering, plants usually 
weaken and should be removed. Makes a good 
contrast with lighter plants, such as Orlaya 
grandiflora or Nigella damascena ‘Miss Jekyll 
Alba: H 60cm. S 45cm. RHS H7, USDA 3a-9b. 


10 Ammi visnaga 

Another annual ammi. Whereas Ammi majus 
(see 5, left) is spare and open in habit, hardly 
bearing leaves at all, A. visnaga excels as much 
for its voluminous clouds of lacy foliage as for its 
floral contribution. Their glossy green makes an 
excellent backdrop for other white flowers in the 
foreground. Sow in April. H 1.5m. S 1m. RHS H4. 


11 Clematis ‘Alba Luxurians’ 

A vigorous clematis that works well rambling 
through Hydrangea paniculata or Elaeagnus 
‘Quicksilver: Flowers, which are white with green 
tips and a hint of mauve, are produced from 
summer to autumn on the current season’s 
growth. Prune the previous year’s stems hard in 
early spring. H 4m. S Im. RHS H5, USDA 3a-9b. 


12 Thalictrum delavayi ‘Album’ 

Although tall, it is slender and diaphanous and 
does not display ‘ugly legs’ later in the season — 
so it needn't necessarily stand at the back of the 
border. H 2.5m. S 40cm. RHS H7. 
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1 Sium sisarum 

Useful late perennial member of the carrot 
family, with masses of small white umbels, 
suitable both for the front or the back of the 
border. It may need the support of a discreet 
short cane, otherwise it is trouble free. H 1.6m. 
S$ 50cm. RHS H7. 


2 Veronicastrum virginicum ‘Diane’ 
Slightly shorter of the two white forms of 
Veronicastrum virginicum in cultivation. It’s a 
slender, upright plant that combines well with 
alliums or umbels. Protect emerging stems in 
the spring from heavy competition. H 1.35m. 
S 60cm. RHS H6. 


3 Browallia americana f. alba 

Good for filling in the spaces left by aestivating 
bulbs or for taking over from early summer 
annuals, such as Orlaya or Nigella. This white 
form of the bush violet is a long-flowering 
annual with small, white flowers, easily worked 
into a mixed border setting. Self-cleaning. 

H 60cm. S 40cm. RHS F2. 


4 Cleome hassleriana ‘Helen Campbell’ 

The airy arrangement of spidery flowers and 
horse chestnut-like leaves make this an unusual 
but elegant looking annual. The seedlings 
respond badly to seemingly minor checks in 
their growth, so try and ensure that their 


transition from greenhouse to border is smooth. 


Germinate in late April or early May. When 
ready, plant 60cm apart in drifts; flowers are 
self-cleaning. H 1.5m. S 60cm. AGM. RHS H2. 


5 Solanum laxum ‘Album’ 

This climber can be trained up a pole to add a 
vertical element without taking up too much 
lateral space. In spring prune back hard to a 
framework, to encourage new growth from 
which clusters of bright, white flowers are borne 
well into the autumn. Safest in a sheltered spot. 
H5m.S 1m. AGM. RHS #3. 


6 Aster umbellatus 

A self-supporting aster with tiny, white daisy 
flowers from August to September. Clumps of 
asters can leave quite a lot of space around 
them so try planting winter-growing, white 
oriental poppies among them for a successional 
display. This species is completely trouble free. 
H 1.5m. S 60cm. RHS H7. 
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creating a white garden 


7 Cosmos 

Sow late April to early May and pot seedlings on 
quickly. Plant in groups, 50cm apart, and feed 
the soil lightly to sustain rapid growth and 
flowering. Even the shorter forms will need 
support and deadheading will keep the show 
going. H 1.5m. S 50cm. RHS Hc. 


8 Erigeron annuus 

This annual daisy has recently surged in 
popularity. It flowers from June to November 
and without any deadheading looks almost as 
fresh at the end as the beginning. Disease-free, 
it volunteers prolifically and the seedlings 
require significant culling. Will likely need 
staking. H 1.5m. S 40cm. RHS H7. 


9 Lathyrus latifolius ‘Albus’ 

This white, everlasting pea produces racemes 
of large, white flowers throughout the summer 
months. Although it can be slow to establish, 
once it gets going it is competitive enough to 
climb its way through quite dense shrubs and 
perennials. Grow up a spring flowering shrub to 
add a further season of interest or combine with 
asilver-leaved host. H 3m. S 70cm. RHS H7, 
USDA 5a-9b. 


10 Eucomis pole-evansii 

A huge pineapple lily with flower spikes that can 
reach 1.5m. Such plants are useful for injecting 
freshness into your border in September when 
itis arare commodity. Hardier than you might 
think, but may be easily lifted and overwintered 
in a frost-free shed or cellar if required. H 1.5m. 
S 1m. RHS H4, USDA 8a-10b. 


11 Hydrangea paniculata 

Deciduous shrub producing conical flower 
spikes borne on the tips of the current season's 
growth. Prune back hard to a framework in early 
spring and feed well to encourage vigorous 
growth and larger flower heads. H 2.5m. 

S 2.5m. RHS H7, USDA 3a-8b. 


12 Petunia axillaris 

This scented white petunia with an upright 
branching habit is quite unlike the recumbent 
hybrids we're used to. It will keep flowering well 
into autumn, and requires no more than gentle 
support with twigs to keep it steady. Sow 
indoors in late April and plant out in June. 

H 40cm. S 50cm. RHS H2. 


69 


Artist Rachel Dein creat 
intricate detail Jeli 


WORDS SORREL E OGRAPHS ANDR 


artist profile 


Ea chel’s pieces 
is unique, as the | ould 
can only Bese once. 


71 


72 


“T like plants that have that delicate, spirity, 
of-the-woods feel to them, and I love to reflect 
the progress of the seasons” 


ll the best sculptures you want to touch. There’s an inherent need to feel their 
texture, to trace the contours, understand their story. And so it is that you imagine that 
something made by Tactile Studio will be something that you want to ‘feel’ and sense. Artist 
Rachel Dein creates plaques of plant forms — and these incredibly simple objects are indeed 
imbued with curiosity and atmosphere. The plants tell a story of a fleeting moment of glory 
before they faded, their texture, pattern and delicacy, rendered rich in the plaster casting. 

“Tt’s not complicated,” says Rachel of her method but she clearly has an artist’s eye for 
form and detail. As a child Rachel was always outside — doing or making or noticing. “I had 
a real moment of realisation when one day the melon seeds that we’d washed down the sink 
sprouted back up through the overflow. It showed me how tough and tenacious nature was 
and I find that fascinating.” Likewise there was a fascination with Rodin and his sculptures, 
and with the Elgin Marbles at the British Museum. 

Rachel went on to study as an artist at Middlesex University before working as a prop maker 
for the likes of English National Opera, the Royal Opera House and the Globe Theatre. Here she 
honed her skills in sculpting and moulding. Later, as a busy mother of three, Rachel set up her 
own studio in the attic of her north London home and began experimenting with simple 
techniques of casting using clay and plaster. “At college it was considered uncool to cast in 
plaster — it was too messy, not conceptual enough. But I got to the stage when I just needed to 
start making my own things again. Luckily for me the time for craft and making things is now.” 

“You can achieve so much detail from the technique,” Rachel explains. “I’ve cast baby 
clothing, lace, items of memorabilia, but I love working with flowers and leaves.” Favourite 
flowers to cast include Dicentra with their bleeding heart blooms, the emerging fiddleheads 
of ferns and Japanese anemones. “I like plants that have that delicate, spirity, of-the-woods feel 
to them, and I love to reflect the progress of the seasons.” Gathering plants, often from her own 
garden, Rachel lays them on to a rolled-out slab of clay and presses them in to transfer all their 
details, before carefully removing them. A wooden frame is then placed over and the plaster 
poured in. Once set, the clay is peeled away to reveal the ‘plants’ in relief. Yet it feels almost as 
if the real plants are still there, the casting is so accurate. 

Rachel may paint some of the tiles in watercolour. Others she leaves unpainted, which gives 
them the quality of an early black and white photograph with a layering of light and dark and 
clarity of detail. She’s now creating tiles in concrete that will sit happily outdoors, as well as 
those containing marble dust for bathroom panels. 

Rachel’s plaques are much more than just pictures — they capture people’s emotions and 
sentimentalities by taking ephemeral objects around us and turning them into permanent 


recollections in the form of art. 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

Website tactilestudio.co.uk Tel 07986 821559. Rachel will undertake commissions, including 
casting flowers from a special occasion, such as a wedding. She will be exhibiting this year at 

the RHS Chelsea Flower Show in May (Tactile Studio, stand number EA113). Rachel also runs 
occasional workshops, and is offering GARDENS ILLUSTRATED readers a 10 per cent discount (valid 
until 30 September 2014) on these. Please call her to discuss details and forthcoming dates. 
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Two new works by sculptor David Nash — Black Mound 
(pictured), created from coal and charred oak, and a 
living cube of white-stemmed birches called 49 Square — 
have been installed at Yorkshire Sculpture Park (YSP). 
Black Mound overlooks the Lower Lake, while the birch 
trees, planted in seven rows of seven trees, stand on the 
slope behind. YSP is featuring more of Nash’s work ina 
touring exhibition from the Arts Council Collection, 
Uncommon Ground: Land Art in Britain 1966-1979, at its 
Longside Gallery 5 April — 15 June. Visit ysp.co.uk 
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Garden Design — Construction —_ Planting 


Surrey, Hampshire, Sussex and London. 
Visit our website to see further case studies. 


01483 893989 
enquiries@nrgardendesign.com 
www.nrgardendesign.com 
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GLOBAL STONE 


NATURAL STONE PAVING 


Smooth and Elegant Serenity 
Paving from Global Stone 


A design classic for contemporary schemes. 


Discover the range at 
www.globalstonepaving.co.uk/serenity 
or call 0845 60 60 240 


RHS Silver & Bronze Award winners at Chelsea 2010 and 2012 


W G Grace & Son Ltd 
Designers & Joiners of Traditional Greenhouses 


For more information on our range of products contact: 
01647 252995 or visit www.wggrace.co.uk 
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design news 


HISTORY PROJECT 


Step into the past 

Before taking on Sissinghurst, Vita Sackville- | thanks to recent KLC School of Design and perennials to suggest flowing water. 
West and her husband Harold Nicholson cut — graduate, Chloe Wilmot. Chloe's design for This year Long Barn is open by appointment 
their gardening teeth at Long Barn in Kent. the rock border, includes a planting of to groups. Call 01732 741082 or email 

Now its borders are getting a makeover pruned shrubs with repetitions of grasses lemoniul@mac.com for details. 


LET THERE BE LIGHTS 


Ring the changes on those formal lanterns 
for your entrance, porch or outbuildings 
with an industrial-style bulkhead lantern 


in brass or nickel from Tinsmiths. 

Available in brass (in three heights: 16cm, 18cm and 22.5cm) 
and nickel (18cm and 22.5cm ), prices start at £70. 

Tel 01531 632083; shop.tinsmiths.co.uk 


EXHIBITION 
Small world 


Ten visionary designers, including John Brookes, Andy Sturgeon and 
Jim Fogarty, have used 3D printing and traditional modelling techniques 
to create tiny gardens for a new exhibition, miNIATURE. All the models 
are built to the same, scaled-down dimensions of a Main Avenue, 
Chelsea Flower Show garden, but shrunk to a plot of 44cm x 20cm. 
From 5-8 March at the Strand Gallery, 32 John Adam Street, London 
WC2N 6BP. Tel 020 7839 4942, thestrandgallery.wordpress.com 


‘Stage’ Jo Thompson’s design for 
a show garden, will be transformed 
into a miniature 3D model. =a 
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Change of view 


Viewpoint, a triangular-shaped floating platform on Regent's Canal near King’s Cross, is providing an 
exciting new hideaway from which visitors to Camley Street Natural Park can view the canal's wildlife. 
Designed by three young Finnish architects, Erkko Aarti, Arto Ollila and Mikki Ristola, the contemporary 
platform is clad in Corten steel and was inspired by traditional Finnish shelters used by fishermen and 
hunters. It was commission by the Architecture Foundation and the Finnish Institute for the London 
Wildlife Trust and will also be used as an outdoor classroom for schools. Visit viewpointlondon.fi 


Fa ss 


Woodland walk 


Designer Ann-Marie Powell is working with Greenfingers, a charity that provides gardens for hospices, 
to create a new fun space for the Chestnut Tree House children’s hospice in Sussex. Within an acre of a 


woodland she is creating a fully accessible walkway, made of composite boards, and a ramp leading to a 
treehouse enabling children and their families to immerse themselves in nature. A planting of Betula nigra 
will mark the entrance, while portals in Corten steel and timber will offer glimpses of the central pond. 


a project for the Chelsea 
Fringe Festival. The 
alternative gardening 
festival, now in its third 
year, runs for three weeks 
from 17 May in London and 
other cities. Fringe events 
and projects celebrate all 
things relating to plants, 
gardens, the landscape or 
environment. Find out more 
at chelseafringe.com 


with expert Jake 
Hobson on 18 March at RHS 
Wisley, Surrey. Expect to be 
outside. Tel 0845 612 1253, 
rhs.org.uk/courses 


about Sissinghurst 
by former head gardener 
Alexis Datta at Gravetye 
Manor, Sussex, on 
20 March. Talk starts at 
lpm, followed by three- 
course lunch with drinks. 
Cost £85. To book, call 
Hannah Boulton on 01342 
810567 or email hannah@ 
gravetyemanor.co.uk 


is the 
subject of a three-day, 
non-residential workshop 
led by Emma Clark, Tom 
Bree and Adam Hunt, in 
Wells, Somerset, 9-11 May. 
Cost £360, includes lunch. 
To book, or for more 
information, email info@ 
emmaz-clark.com or visit 
emmaz-clark.com 


Stephen Harmer is 
holding a ten-week, evening 
course on the history of 
garden design. Friday nights 
Staplehurst Village Centre in 
Kent, from 14 March. Cost 
£125. To book call 01580 
893288 or email hello@ 
gardenhistoryexpert.co.uk 
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VISITGUERNSEY.COM 
#TASTYWALKS 


... Stroll through gentle country lanes which lead to 
a headland with spectacular views across the west 
coast, stopping off at tearooms and beach kiosks 
along the way. 


The Saumarez Park Walk is one of 11 self-guided 
tasty walks now served daily! So put your best foot 
forward and book your break today, download the 

trails, online map and audio guides for a flavour 

of what’s on offer. 


For more information go to: 
visitguernsey.com/tastywalks 
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GUERNSEY 


HERM-SARK:-ALDERNEY 


Readlccover what life's about 


1 Through the 
long grass 

Mowing an informal path 
through long grass creates 
a wonderfully relaxed 
atmosphere especially in 

a larger garden. Use flexible 
edging such as this hooped 
metal that will bend easily 
into shape and will help you 
to maintain the shape of the 
path through the summer. 


Annie Guilfoyle is Director 
of Garden Design at KLC 
School of Design. She is 
also Garden Course 
Co-ordinator at West Dean 
College and runs her own 
garden design studio. 


Get creative 
with grass 


Lawns don't have to be boring rectangles. 
Follow the lead of top designers and use grass 
as a dynamic element in your garden design 


WORDS ANNIE GUILFOYLE 


1IMMGI/ MARIANNE MAJERUS, DESIGN: MIRANDA HOLLAND COOPER 
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rass has always played a major role in our 

gardens and a lawn is often the preferred 

option for people who want to reduce 
maintenance. In practice, however, if you want a 
healthy lawn it does need a fair bit of attention. Is it 
really the time saver people believe it to be? 

Lawns need regular mowing during the 
growing season and the edges require trimming 
and tidying. To ensure that the grass remains 
healthy it is advisable to feed, weed and scarify it, as 
well as raking in autumn and aerating every few 
years. Compare this amount of work to an area of 
the same size planted with shrubs and ground 
cover. Filled with well-chosen plants, I would place 


2 Neat edges 

When placing a gravel path 
next to a lawn it is advisable 
to have some kind of a barrier 
to prevent the small stones 
being kicked on to the grass 
and damaging the mower. 
Here granite setts forma 
decorative edge and the 
gravel has been laid at a 
lower level to help keep it 

in its place. 


3 Rules of geometry 
Making grass part of a 
decorative design is a really 
interesting idea, as in the 
gardens of the late Mien 
Ruys, in the Netherlands. 
Before you create an intricate 
design like this, do give some 
thought as to how it will be 
maintained and consider 
exactly how you would go 
about cutting the grass. 


4 Design focus 

In this deceptively simple 
design by del Buono 
Gazerwitz Landscape 
Architecture, the circular 
lawn links very cleverly 
with the clipped box balls. 
Positioning the tree at one 
edge of the circle adds a 
sense of drama and its 
canopy also reflects the 
shape of the lawn. 


my bet on the planting coming up trumps in the 


low-maintenance stakes. 

Is it possible to manage without a lawn at all? 
Somehow a garden does not feel quite complete 
without an area of grass; it adds a sense of calm 
and a restful interlude between the hectic 
herbaceous beds. Imagine how different the red 
borders at Hidcote Manor Gardens would look 
without those green verges that set them off so 
stylishly. The rondel in the gardens of Sissinghurst 
Castle is a perfect example of how a simple circular 
lawn can be used to punctuate a large garden 
offering a moment of serenity. It is a bold 
feature but very effective if you have the space. [> 
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5 Make amaze 
Aturf maze can provide a 
lot of fun for children. 

It doesn't have to be large 
to be effective; a design 
such as this will fit very 
easily into a small garden. 
Make sure that the turf 

is raised well above the 
pebbles to aid maintenance. 


6 Focal point 
At the heart of Sissinghurst 
Castle in Kent is the rondel. 

It is a large circular lawn 
enclosed by yew hedges, 
with focal points positioned 
on each axis leading the eye 
outwards. It offers the visitor 
an area of complete peace 
and calm, before they enter 
the flamboyant rose garden. 


7 Inthe wild 


The magnificent lawns at 
West Dean Gardens in 
West Sussex are planted 
with a stunning selection of 
majestic trees, underneath 
which bulbs have been 
planted and allowed to 
naturalise in the grass. 
Crocus tommasinianus 
carpet the area beneath 
this spreading chestnut 
tree and bring life to the 
spring lawns. 


[> To get the best out of a lawn it should be 


sited where it will get a reasonable amount of 
sunlight. It will be much healthier on soil that has 
good drainage. The hardest place to establish a 


lawn is in a small, shady garden, where it may be 
worth working out if one is viable — you might 
even consider artificial grass. Some people regard it 
a gardening faux pas, but the quality of artificial 
grass is better than ever, so keep an open mind. 

If you do have a lawn, there are many ways 
to make it seem more interesting, rather than going 
for a flat rectangle and trying to achieve perfect 
stripes. Consider cutting a large circle 
into the lawn and stepping it down to form an 
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amphitheatre; the change in level doesn’t have to 
be that deep to be really effective. A turf maze or 
labyrinth is an easy, low-tech idea for creating a 
garden feature. The shape can be formed either 
by mowing it into long grass or by using gravel or 
stone. Impromptu paths can be mown through 
areas of longer grass; this works well in large 
gardens, or wilder settings. 

Another simple idea is to plant species bulbs 
into areas of grass; in time they will naturalise and 
spread themselves around. They look stunning in 
spring and you need to delay mowing until they 
have died down, which can’t be a bad thing. 
NEXT MONTH Gardens on sloping sites 


SSINGHURST CASTLE, KENT, 


IACRANE 6 MMGI 


MARIANNE MAJERUS, WEST DEAN GARDENS, SUSSEX 


7 MARIANNE MAJERUS, S 


SIGN: JO, 


ARIANNE MAJERUS, DE. 


7 MMGI/ 
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ATION: GREAT FOSTERS 


fay 


/ GAP PHOTOS, DESIGN: KIM WILKIE. LO 


8 NICOLA BROWNE 


¢ In spring, the warmer weather means that the 


grass will be growing again and this is a good 
time to check the health of the lawn. 

* Look for areas of damage and sow the patches 
with grass seed. Do protect the seeded area 
from the birds otherwise they will enjoy the 
feast before the seeds germinate. 

¢ If your lawn is very mossy try to establish the 
reason — is it bad drainage, shade, or poor 
aeration? Remove the moss either by raking it 
off or using a moss-control chemical. 


8 Landforms 
Designed by Kim Wilkie 
for Great Fosters Hotel in 
Surrey, this spectacular 
amphitheatre is a perfect 
example of how a grass bank 
can be used for dramatic 
effect. The movement of 
ever-changing shadows 
adds another dimension 
to the design as the sun 
moves around the site. 


Useful contacts 


Lawn edging 
everedge.co.uk 

Flexible metal edging for 
lawns, available in a variety 
of finishes and colours. 


Meadow alternative 
wildflowerlawnsand 
meadows.com 

This supplier of seed 

for wildflower meadows 
also offers management 
advice for grassland. 


Turf and more 
rolawn.co.uk 

Turf supplier with a very 
informative website, which 
has lots of technical advice. 


Artificial turf 
trulawn.co.uk 
easigrass.com 
Suppliers and installers 
of artificial grass. 


¢ If your lawn is on heavy clay it is advisable to try 
and improve the drainage by aerating it with a 
special aerator or simply with a garden fork. 

¢ Apply a spring-lawn fertiliser to rejuvenate it; a 
healthy lawn is less prone to moss and weeds. 

¢ Nothing perks up the look of a lawn faster than 
trimming the edges with a half-moon edging 
tool. Use a plank of wood to get a good straight 
edge and to protect the lawn. 

¢ Make sure that your mower has been serviced 
and is ready for summer use. 
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Versatile and effective... 


saves hours of 


maintenance... 
..for any garden 


EverEdge is a must » 


Anna Dempsey, Garden Designer, Wynnstay 


CLASSIC PROEDGE TAN 
GARDEN RINGS 
EverEdge offer a wide range of EverEdge Classic is the 1 metre long original, When a deeper and more robust edge is 
galvanised steel flexible edging perfect for most simple edging requirements. required we recommend the heavyweight 
products to make gardeners’ lives easier —_ Install it and your edges are maintenance-free. | EverEdge Titan system. It’s available as 
and their gardens more attractive. Just mow over for a perfect edge. standard in 2.5 mm to 6.0 mm thicknesses, 
It’s the permanent way to maintain neat For larger projects, choose EverEdge ProEdge. 4d can be made to order in various depths. 
edges for lawns, paths, flower and It’s 2.5 metres long and has deeper and wider —— To achieve neat and clean circles around trees 
vegetable beds. spikes for extra stability. and shrubs, use an EverEdge Garden Ring, 
which is simply assembled with two coach EverREpcE 
‘ bolts at each joint. 

a gMade in 

Britain THE EDGING COMPANY 
yee 

DESIGNED 


D Follow us on Twitter @EverEdge Please write, telephone, or visit our website : EverEdge, PO Box 9, Stroud, Gloucestershire GL6 8HA Tel: 01453 731717 
for more information : Ordering online is available at www.everedge.co.uk 


Gift Company 


The Tree and Garden Gift Company provides a unique and easy 
solution for choosing and planting trees, whether for yourself or a 
friend. 

Whether you are looking for the perfect Christening or retirement 
present, a birthday gift or an original wedding list option, 
www.treeandgardengiftcompany.co.uk will help you find a well 
considered, long lasting and meaningful gift for a loved one, whilst at 
the same time being comfortable about the gifts provenance. The 
Tree and Garden Gift Company provides all the inspiration, ideas 
and advice you will need to both buy and have planted, the perfect 
and lifelong lasting tree of your choice. 

Advice is also available on the site to help with positioning, soil 
type and of course look, with a choice of trees up to 16 feet in height. 

Trees make a beautiful and enduring gift so visit 
www.treeandgardengiftcompany.co.uk and choose an original 
gift that will last a lifetime. 


design sourcebook 


THE SHORT LIST 


Mulcning lawnmowers 


Nine machines that save time by recycling clippings as you mow 


GOOD FOR LONGER GRASS PUT YOUR FEET UP DEDICATED MULCHING MOWER 
Petrol 46 BR-A Comfort RS630 Robotic Automatic Lawnmower JS63VC Mower 
£335, AL-KO, £2,499, Robomow, £889, John Deere, 
01963 828055, al-ko.com/garden 0845 123 5844, mowermagic.co.uk 0800 085 2522, johndeere.co.uk 


MULCHES OR COLLECTS FOR A FINE MULCH GOOD FOR LARGE LAWNS 
R53S Recycling Mower Autodrive VS 20797 Super Recycler SP555 mower 
£639, Hayter, £699, Toro, £629, Mountfield, 
01279 723444, hayter.co.uk 01279 723444, toro.com 0845 600 3207, mountfieldlawnmowers.co.uk 


ROBUST FOR TOUGH CONDITIONS ONE FOR THE PROFESSIONALS OPTIONAL MULCHING FUNCTION 
LB 553S mower GR2120S ride-on mower HRX426 PD EA mower 
£825, Husqvarna, £9,120, Kubota, £599, Honda, 

0844 243 5263, husqvarna.com/uk 01844 214500, kubota.co.uk 0845 200 8000, honda.co.uk/garden 
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verdon 


Verdon Grey offers stylish, all weather furniture 
that can be used indoors or out. With years of 
experience in supplying five star, hotels, spas 
and resorts, many people enjoy our furniture in 
prestigious locations. Now you can enjoy it at 
home. 


Superior in performance, our furniture is 
designed, built and tested for regular use, all 
year round, with little or no maintenance. Verdon 
Grey provides a choice of weather resistant 
materials, designed to be mixed or matched, to 
achieve that boutique hotel experience at home. 
Try our sustainably sourced teak combined with 
stainless steel and UK upholstery or our all 
weather weaves with lightweight, rust resistant 
aluminium. All pieces can be left outdoors all 
year round. 


You can buy Verdon Grey online and at 


O oe oie r = special venues only. We give excellent 
x vis y j value and sophisticated practicality with 
C) 7 Sanaa our built to last, designer looks. 


Browse our website to see how you 
could enhance any location with our 
UNTIL 21st APRIL 2014 : -) 38 ~—s furniture. Comprehensive stocks are 
exclusive to readers of . ae available for immediate dispatch from 

= Sees §=our Suffolk warehouse. 
Gardens Illustrated 
enter GDNI14 Reems | Pee a) 
in the online basket Bee eee §=LULULU.Verdongrey.co.uk 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


2014 Events Guide 


Plan a trip to one of the great gardening shows this season with this useful calendar 
of must go to UK and international events. 


Cornwall Spring Flower Show 
a5 

Capel Manor Spring Show 
iets 

The Garden Show Firle 4 
18-20 


MAY 

Beervelde Garden Days Spring 
Oe 

Holker Garden Festival 

30-1 June 

Gardening Scotland 2014 
30-1 June 


JUNE 

The Garden Show Stansted Park 
6-8 

Perennial Tour - 

Chateau Vaux-le-Vicomte 

14-15 

Woburn Abbey Garden Show 
21-22 


JULY 

Galway Garden Festival 

5-6 

The Garden Show Loseley Park 
18-20 


AUGUST 

Shrewsbury Flower Show 
SS) 

OCTOBER 


Beervelde Garden Days Autumn 
ICE 


—— 
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CORNWALL SPRING 
FLOWER SHOW 
5-6 APRIL 


This year’s Cornwall Spring Flower Show 

is being held in the stunning setting of 
Boconnoc Estate, near Lostwithiel, on 
Saturday 5 and Sunday 6 April. With a wide 
range of competitive classes, show gardens, 
trade stands and children’s activities, the 
event is being officially opened by broadcaster 
and horticulturist Chris Beardshaw. Advance 
tickets cost £6 per adult or £6 for groups of 
20+. Admission is free for under 16s. 


> 


DDRESS Boconnoc, Lostwithiel, 
ornwall PL22 ORG 

EL 01209 714488 

EB cornwallflowershow.co.uk 
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CAPEL MANOR GARDENS 
11-13 APRIL 


Inspiration all the year round... 
Our beautiful 30-acre estate, first established 
in the late 13th century, provides a colourful 
and scented oasis surrounding a Georgian 
Manor House and Victorian Stables. Our latest 
addition is the Old Manor House Garden, 
which was officially opened by Her Majesty 
the Queen. We have events all year round that 
cater to every taste. Kicking off this season is 
the acclaimed Spring Gardening Show where 
all your gardening questions are answered. 
Capel Manor Gardens is also the perfect 
place for a family day out; why not join 
us for a Mad Hatter’s Tea Party, an Easter 
Eggstravaganza, or our Open Air Cinema 
experience. For a full up to date listing of our 
events please visit our website. 


Capel Manor Gardens 


DDRESS Bullsmoor Lane, Enfield, Middlesex 
N14RQ 
EL 08456 122 122 ext 1114 
-B capelmanorgardens.co.uk 
Al\l Isla.falconer@capel.ac.uk 
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ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


BEERVELDE GARDEN DAYS 
SPRING 


This spring, on 9, 10 and 11 May, the delightful 
Park of Beervelde opens its gates to host the 
Beervelde Garden Days. For this edition, 

we celebrate the 25 year anniversary of this 
wonderful event. Over 230 exhibitors fill the 
Park and bring their own excitement and 
magic to one of the most vibrant garden shows 
in Northern Europe. Plants, accessories and 
original works of art combine with a perfect 
setting to produce a stunning celebration of 
horticulture. Some of the magic and freshness 
that must have invigorated Chelsea in the 
1930s still resides here. 


ADDRESS Park van Beervelde, 
Beervelde-Dorp 75, 9080 Beervelde 
TEL +32 (0)9 356 8182 

WEB parkvanbeervelde.be 


THE GARDEN SHOW 


AT FIRLE, NR LEWES, SUSSEX 
18-20 APRIL 


AT STANSTED PARK, ROWLANDS 
CASTLE, HANTS 6-8 JUNE. 


AT LOSELEY PARK, NR GUILDFORD, 
SURREY 18-20 JULY 


Three Garden Shows set in three stunning 
locations across the South; designed to 
inspire enthusiasts who love their gardens. 
This is a great opportunity to rejuvenate 

your outside spaces and learn from 

specialist plantsmen, garden designers and 
knowledgeable plant doctors as well as the 
chance to enhance your life with beautiful art, 
sculpture and innovative gifts. With plenty to 
keep all the family very happy and tempting 
artisan foods and wines to sample and savour, 
there is something for everyone to enjoy. 


CJ 


GARDEN 


TEL 01243 538456 
WEB thegardenshowonline.com 
EMAIL info@thegardenshowonline.com 


HOLKER GARDEN FESTIVAL 
30 MAY — 1JUNE 
1OAM — 5:30PM DAILY 


Presenting the very best of gardening, 
countryside, food and crafts, the Holker Garden 
Festival returns for its 22nd year with a show- 
stopping line up all set in the beautiful Holker 
Parkland. 

Welcoming special guest, horticulturist 
and BBC The One Shows resident gardening 
expert, Christine Walkden on Friday 30 
May. Bursting with magnificent horticultural 
displays, fragrance- filled marquees, inspiring 
show gardens, live garden theatre and rare and 
unusual plants; green fingered visitors will be 
spoilt for choice. 

There's also plenty of family fun on the 
agenda with live, action-packed shows, a 
traditional Victorian helter skelter and the finest 
artisan produce and crafts. Advance tickets, and 
pre-booked Afternoon Teas and Lunches are 
available online at holkerfestival.co.uk 


DDRESS Cark-in-Cartmel, 

ear Grange-over-Sands, Cumbria LA11 7PL 
EL 015395 58838 

EB holkerfestival.co.uk 
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GARDENING SCOTLAND 2014 
30 MAY -1JUNE 


Gardening Scotland is the biggest plant fair 

in Scotland bringing together dozens of 
specialist nurseries from all over the UK in the 
New Hopetoun Gardens Floral Hall. Leading 
designers showcase the latest trends in the 
David Wilson Homes Show Garden Avenue 
and there's expert advice on hand from the RHS 
and the Royal Caledonian Horticultural Society, 
along with 400 exhibitors selling everything for 
the garden. Gardening Scotland also features a 
Cookery Theatre and Food Fayre featuring local, 
seasonal produce. 


< (GARDENING 
SCOTLAND 
7 ~ 3014 


—__Eeeeo_~ 


DDRESS Royal Highland Centre, Ingliston, 
dinburgh, EH28 8NB 

— 0131333 0965 

EB gardeningscotland.com 
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WOBURN ABBEY 

GARDEN SHOW 2014 

21 JUNE 2014-22 JUNE 

10AM — 5PM (LAST ENTRY) EACH DAY 


With the stunning backdrop of Woburn 
Abbey, “The Gardener’s Garden Show’ offers 
an inspiring day out. Hone your horticultural 
skills, browse the plants and paraphernalia, 
and explore the 28 acres of gardens, including 
the 19th century hornbeam maze. The RHS 
qualified Woburn Abbey gardeners will be 
giving free tours of their award-winning, 
historic gardens and gardening experts, Pippa 
Greenwood, Martin Fish and Alistair Fraser, 
will be on hand to answer your questions. 
Discover weird and wonderful plants from 
the UK’s top nurseries, visit the Food Hall for 
the best of British produce, and make time for 
Afternoon Tea or a glass of something chilled. 


ADTs 
WOBURN ABBEY 


GARDEN SHOW 2014 


DDRESS Woburn, Bedfordshire, MK17 9WA 
E| 01525 290333 

\WEB woburnabbey.co.uk/GardenShow 

EMAIL admissions@woburn.co.uk 


GALWAY GARDEN FESTIVAL : ‘id 
S-O JULY 


Enjoy the unique charm and warm welcome at 
a very special garden weekend in the West of 
Ireland at Claregalway Castle, Galway. 
Situated on the edge of the Burren, one the 
the botanical jewels of Europe, this festival 
offers garden enthusiasts a chance to meet 
experienced gardeners, buy quality tools and 
a great range of plants from award-winning 
nurseries. 
Hear poet Bernard O'Donoghue read 
from his work, enjoy live classical music and 
jazz. Browse specialist bookshops, view the 
botanical art exhibition,enjoy theatre, crafts 
& quality freshly cooked food, kids’ fun and 
more. Take the courtesy bus from Galway city. 


ireland.com 


DDRESS Claregalway Castle, Claregalway, 
o. Galway, Ireland 

EL +353 (0)876 35 47 47 

EB galwaygardenfestival.com 
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SHREWSBURY FLOWER SHOW 
8 - 9 AUGUST 


Every August for more than a century the 
Shrewsbury Flower Show has been held in the 
heart of Shrewsbury’s town centre. On 8 and 
9 August the beautiful 29-acre Quarry Park, 
with The Dingle, a magnificent sunken garden 
providing a colourful centrepiece, will be 
awash with wonderful flowers, fabulous food 
and live entertainment — the ultimate summer 
day out. The show is one of the country’s 
premier flower show events, attracting top 
exhibitors from all over the country, so 
expect fantastic floral displays, horticultural 
competitions and high-quality trade stands. 

With celebrity chef, Tom Kerridge heading 
up the line of top-quality entertainment, there 
will be plenty to do and see. 

For details on groups discounts or to book 
tickets please contact us on 0844 4144957. 


ADDRESS Quarry Park, Shrewsbury, 
Shropshire SY11RN 

TEL 0844 4144957 (local rate) 

WEB shrewsburyflowershow.org.uk 
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BEERVELDE GARDEN DAYS 
AUTUMN 


This autumn, on 10, 11 and 12 October, the 
delightful Park of Beervelde opens its gate for 
its annual Garden Days. Over 220 exhibitors 
fill the Park and bring their own excitement 
and magic to one of the most vibrant 

garden shows in Northern Europe. Plants, 
accessories and original works of art combine 
with a perfect setting to produce a stunning 
celebration of horticulture. Some of the magic 
and freshness that must have invigorated 
Chelsea in the 1930s still resides here. 


DDRESS Park van Beervelde, 
eervelde-Dorp 75, 9080 Beervelde 
EL +32 (0)9 356 8182 

EB parkvanbeervelde.be 
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ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


THE MINACK THEATRE 


There is drama on stage and in the gardens 
of Cornwall's “Theatre Under ‘The Stars; built 
into the cliffside of the spectacular bay at 
Porthcurno. The sub-tropical rockeries have 
become a must for gardeners with a taste for 
the exotic. The ideas and plant selection are 
based on the cliff garden developed here by 
Rowena Cade in the 1930s. 

The salt-tolerant succulents thrive despite 
the wind, providing an added dash of colour 
throughout the year. 


DDRESS Porthcurno, Penzance, 
ornwall TR19 6JU 
F| 01736 810181 
EB minack.com 
AlL info@minack.com 
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EXCLUSIVE GARDEN VISITS 
WITH PERENNIAL 


The horticulturists’ charity, Perennial, is 
rooted in the country houses and great 
estates of Britain. The charity is grateful for 
the support they have been given since the 
19th century by the opening of their historic 
gardens and continues this relationship with 
a series of events to suit all pockets from a 
visit to the private gardens of OzleworthPark 
to a two-day guided tour of Chateau Vaux-le- 
Vicomte near Paris. 

Choose from our full programme online 
or ask for our Special Events brochure to be 
mailed out to you. 


PERENNIAL 25, 


TICULTUR 
GARDENERS’ ROYAL BENEVOLENT SOCIETY 7 1839-2014 


> 


DDRESS 115-117 Kingston Road, 
eatherhead, Surrey, KT22 7SU 
EL 0845 2301839 
EB perennial.org.uk 
A\l info@perennial.org.uk (for a brochure) 
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EHRMAN TAPESTRY KITS 
A World of Pattern and Colour 


Ebrman Tapestry has promoted the work of neédlework 


designers for over 30 years and their ki a deserved 


reputation for style and quality. 


° SIMPLICITY Only one simple stitch is used so these kits can 
be enjoyed by beginners or more experienced stitchers. An easy 
to follow instruction brochure is included to get you underway. 

° QUALITY Manufactured in England only top quality 
materials are used. The 100% pure new wool comes with 
generous amounts of each shade and the 100% cotton canvas is 
printed in full colour. 

* COLOUR CHART All Ehrman kits now come with a 
beautifully printed colour chart as an additional guide. 

° VALUE FOR MONEY for a kit of this quality no other 
company offers comparable value for money. ON i = : = 
° VARIETY With a changing selection of over 200 kits availa- rae ly : Be Nad DSS QS x ‘ SS =< 
ble online there is something here for everyone. SPRING Margaret Murton. 18” x 12”. 46cm x 32cm. 12 holes to the inch canvas. £52.00 now£39.95 


NAXOS CAT POPPIES POSY OF FLOWERS CUPCAKE 


Elian McCready Raymond Honeyman Elian McCready Magie Hollingworth 
16.5” x 13”. 42cm x 34cm. 10 holes to 17.5” x 17.5”. 45cm x 45cm. 12 holes to 16” x 16”. 41cm x 41cm. 10 holes to the 15.5” x 15.5”. 38cm x 38cm. 12 holes to 
the inch canvas. £60.00 now £42.00 the inch canvas. £55.00 now £39.95 inch canvas. £52.00 now £40.00 the inch canvas. £48.00 now £39.00 


PANSY BOWL KLIMT CORAL TREE AT DAWN FOX: GREEN 

Kaffe Fassett Candace Bahouth Alex Beattie Elian McCready 

17” x 16”. 42cm x 40cm. 10 holes to 14” x 14”. 35cm x 35cm. 10 holes to 14” x 13”. 36cm x 33cm. 12 holes to the 19.5” x 14”, 49cm x 36cm. 10 holes to 

the inch canvas. £46.00 now £36.00 the inch canvas. £42.00 now £36.00 inch canvas. £45.00 now £34.95 the inch canvas. £55.00 now £39.95 

TO: EHRMAN. P.O. BOX 358, BARNSLEY, $75 1XT GI 2/14 Make cheque/P.O. payable to EHRMAN or debit my Visa/ Mastercard account: 

Item (Print in BLOCK capitals) Quantity Price Subtotal ig reer cre 

Valid from..........00c0 Expiry Date.......0.0.0..0. Tssne: Noi. 2.sse0:ssescessee (Switch only) 
DUM AUIS a caccuezsaessstervves cei evexeora vans teaiveatels yavstnevessont oa oan tut inenes ecasiany tant etens Ph isem Fis eaTeaccaNTNeS 

For queries about despatch call 01226 733366 Ehrman Kits Ltd., PO Box 358, Postage | £4.95 Please print your name and address BLOG capitals 
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5 ESSENTIAL WEBSITES FOR 2014 


We reveal the data releases coming up this year 


<INT SARATITU TTC 
Jit VV LN JINN PPAAvisiss 4 


Expert advice to take your research back mor¢ 


DIRECTORIES 

worthsa4 LINE RECORDS @otsca 
isto Centres can offer you HAMPSHIRE 

» data worth 


FREE 

2 Exclusive 
Suffolk data 
worth £331 


DEVONSHIRE 

LACEM 
10 simple steps that will get you 
started, including the best websites 
to use for your research 


res 


= 


PLUS 
2 e+’ Find comish kin 
VJ Oniine and in the archives 
ad Working in wool 


A Gloucestershire industry 


Go back 400 years 


Using early tax records 


From WRNS to : 
tom WRNS to Owe 


DATE gg 
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falway workers 


emesinecom Ji | UTI 


PEATE va) 1 in 


Subscribe online 
www.buysubscriptions.com/whodoyouthinkyouare 


Or call our hotline on 0844 844 09391 


tCalls to this number from a BT landline will cost no more than 5p per minute. Calls from mobiles and other providers may vary. Lines are open 8am-8pm weekdays & 9am-lpm Saturday. 


Gifts & Gardens 


www.giftsandgardens.com 


Aibloaaiehs ic chi ¥ CANDLE LANTERNS. These attractive candle 
tes on Alitags suede lanterns are handmade. They are made of tron 
labels with Alitags or HB with rust resistant paint. All have a window 


which can be opened at the back to place a 
night light candle on a tray within. 


pencil. The pencil will react 
with our specially made 
aluminium tags and become 
permanent. Alitags labels can 
also be punched with Alitags 
character punches & 
jig. Copper, Teak, Bamboo 
labels are also available. 


Choose from Cats, 
Dogs, Fish, Cockerels, 
Butterfly, Dragons, 
Gecko, Frog, Lizards, 
Rabbits, Pigs, Mouse, 
Lobsters, Crocodiles, 
Teddy Bear, Owl, 
Reindeer, Santa Claus, 
and Christmas Trees. 


Owl 


32 Bourne Lane, Much Hadham, Hertsfordshire SG10 6ER 
United Kingdom. Tel 01279 842685 


The Bronze Collection 


www.thebronzecollection.com 


Cockerel Rabbit 


- “a . x Se 
Mice 10 cms high Dragon 70 cms long 
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Pig Bear 


Bamboo Cloches 


Reclining Cat 36 cms long 


Made of bamboo woven into an open OM MUCKING J 
dome and available in 5 sizes plus a , ~ our 


tunnel cloche. These attractive cloches a NCING 

protect plants & seeding from damage Fe ey THE POOL. 
by animals, footballs, light frost and , AEWAKE "Wy 

wind-chill. Fleece & newspaper can be OFTHECAT B 


used to cover the plants inside the 
cloches during periods of heavy frost. 
The micro climate inside the cloches 
promotes growth and allows rain 
through to the plants. 


ra 
yore 


ret Preening (42 cms high), 


Egret Upright (75 cms high), E 
gret Walking (52 cms high) 


e 
5 


— 


33 Bourne Lane, Much Hadham, Wooden Hanging Baskets 
Hertfordshire SG10 6ER, UK. Tel 01279 842685 33 Bourne Lane, Much Hadham, Hertfordshire SG10 ER, UK. Tel 01279 8426858 
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illustrations in a new perspective 


A1679 plan for the redesign of 
the Trianon Gardens — one of the 
of the great French designer 

Le Notre, reviewed overleaf. 
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the pot 
company 


At the Pot Company we sell a wide 

range of pots, planters and window 
boxes suitable for both indoors and 
out. We stock over 100,000 pots at 

our UK warehouse and can deliver 

on a next day basis if required. 


corten steel 


We are now the sole agent for 
Adezz products in the UK. These 
include a range of corten steel 


burners and water features 
designed and manufactured 
in Holland. 


01892 890 353 
www.thepotco.com 
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The Jae: arith bps finish 
for added safety 


> Will not crack, peel or blister 


> Protects against mould, algae \ | ; osmof 


and fungal decay 


i 
4 Anti-Slip 
> Water and weather resistant By eckins: oil 


heya Call or visit == 
" ee oil the web for 

ie stockists. 
rat See 


+44 (0)1296 481 220 
www.osmouk.com 
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ANDRE LE NOTRE 

IN PERSPECTIVE 
edited by Patricia Bouchenot- 
Déchin and Georges Farhat 
Yale University Press, £45 
ISBN 978-0300199390 


|LE NOTRE 


N PERSPECTIVE 


pee 


Opening this book is a bit like 
approaching Versailles, the 
masterwork created by its 

subject, André Le Notre. It is 

vast, magnificent, the apogee of 
elegance; monumental in both its 
ambition and the sheer effort that 
has gone into its creation. It is clear 
that no expense has been spared in 
its execution. The plebeian reader 
approaches its lavish pages 
appropriately cowed. 

Its purpose is to mark the 400th 
anniversary of Le Notre’s birth and 
as the catalogue for a recent 
exhibition at Versailles. It brings 
together 40 essays from 33 experts. 
They examine not only Le Notre’s 
contribution as a gardener but also 
as a taste-maker (he held significant 
collections of paintings, bronzes, 
medals and Oriental ceramics) and 
a technological innovator. 

The writers also look at Le 
No6tre’s contribution to modern 
notions of town planning, but 
more significant, surely, is his 
intermeshing of garden and chateau 
as a single entity. Le Notre emerges 
as a cultural icon, somehow 
essential to France’s notion of itself: 
we could argue that “Capability” 


Le Notre designed 
the gardens of 
the Chateau de 
Saint-Cloud, now 
a popular park 
near Paris, shown 
here ina1675 
painting by 
Etienne Allegrain. 


Brown made a no less fundamental 
contribution to our sense of 
Englishness, yet it is hard to 
imagine him being accorded 
the same reverence in Britain. 

This is a book written by 
academics for academics and 
includes some intractable reading. 
When the over-elaborate verbiage 
is shorn away, for example in the 
chapter on Grand Vistas, the 
ideas that emerge are strong and 
simple — here, that he satisfied the 
eye by tricking the brain. Cheating 
perspective was scarcely a new 
art, but Le Notre did it on an 
unprecedented scale, adapting 
techniques borrowed from his 
training in drawing. 

There are enlightening 
contributions on the use of flowers 


in the gardens (more than we might 


have thought) and the deployment 
of trees — we forget how limited the 
palette was at his disposal. 

The great glory of this book is 
the luxurious illustration — sketches, 
plans, drawings and a wealth of 
paintings, sumptuously reproduced. 
These reveal what is most important 
about Le Notre’s gardens — that, 
whatever their political or aesthetic 
intent, they were first and foremost 
great works of theatre, richly 
peopled, full of life and colour. 


Ambra Edwards is an author 
and gardens writer. 


book offer 
RRP £45. Reader offer 
price £41.50 including p&p. 
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Books 


GARDENS OF 
E BRITISH 


AUSTRALIAN COASTAL GARDENS 


by Myles Baldwin 
Murdoch Books, £30 
ISBN 978-1743360057 


a 
SS 


Australian 


COASTAL 
GARDENS 


Myles Baldwin 


For a long time Australian gardens 
were a closed book to British 
gardeners. A few designers and 
garden historians wrote about Edna 
Walling’s Jekyll-inspired gardens 
from the 1920s and 1930s but very 
little else was known about 
Australian garden-making. 

Then, a decade ago, Fleming’s 
Nurseries took the bold step of 
bringing Australian designers and 
Australian plants to the Chelsea 
Flower Show. Most years since then 
the nursery’s Chelsea gardens have 
presented a singular Australian 
aesthetic that has captured the 
imagination of many British 
designers. This book will help to 
feed the interest in Australian 
gardens that Fleming’s have kindled. 

Written by Australian garden 
designer Myles Baldwin, the book 
surveys coastal gardens in very 
different geographic and climatic 
situations, from lush forest edges to 
sheer cliffs and expansive beaches, 
from the gardens of modest beach 
houses to those of extravagantly 
opulent mansions. In spite of such 
different locations and styles, themes 
emerge: the use of native plants that 
are adapted to the landscape and the 
climate is widespread; the use of 
bold colours in planting and in 
structural elements is fearless; 
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and the importance of the garden as 
a place to be in, rather than to look 
at, is central to all the gardens. 

Baldwin writes in a lively, 
conversational style and describes in 
detail the landscape, the gardens and 
the buildings. Path surfaces, fencing 
materials and all the structural 
elements of the gardens are described 
and analysed in as much detail as are 
the plants and the horticulture of 
these gardens. He also discusses 
them with their owners, or makers, 
explaining how they were created 
and how they are used. 

The book is also a travelogue, 
and Baldwin peppers it with 
anecdotes about avoiding a bushfire 
or enjoying a pasty, which makes 
the book a far more engaging and 
enjoyable read than most garden 
design books. 

The book’s photographs, by 
Sue Stubbs, beautifully capture both 
the sweep of the gardens and the 
detailed elements that contribute to 
them. This is a companion book to 
Baldwin’s earlier work Rural 
Australian Gardens and together 
they provide a wide survey of 
Australian garden design. 


John Hoyland is a plantsman 
and garden writer. 


book offer 


RRP £30. Reader offer 


price £28 including p&p. 


THE GARDENS OF 
THE BRITISH 
WORKING CLASS 
by Margaret Willes 

Yale University Press, £25 
ISBN 978-0300187847 


British gardening history has been 
dominated by fashion and wealth, 
and the voices of those who got their 
hands dirty in the garden are usually 
silent. In this sprightly, thoroughly 
researched book, Margaret Willes 
gives them an identity, celebrating a 
diversity of dedicated, knowledgeable 
gardeners who worked the land, but 
seldom owned it. 

Written records have been scant 
as so few gardeners had time or the 
education to record their lives, but 
by piecing together letters, gardening 
journals, minutes of horticultural 
societies and diaries, a rich, working- 
class horticultural life is revealed. It 
reads like a 19th-century novel. 
Through the land, and the division 
between the few who owned it and 
the masses who laboured on it, you 
see Britain change from a country 
with indivisible class boundaries to 
a restless nation where the humble 
rise from nothing and the poor 
redeem their lives by gardening. 

The writing is amply illustrated 
with engravings, photographs and 
ribald cartoons showing the energy, 
and sometimes anarchy, abundant 
in 400 years of cultivation, whether 
for necessity or pleasure. 


Caroline Beck is a freelance garden 
writer and radio producer. 


book offer 
RRP £25. Reader offer 
price £23 including p&p. 
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THE ART OF THE LOUVRE’S TUILERIES GARDEN 


essays by Laura Corey, Paula Deitz, Guillaume Fonkenell, 


Bruce Guenther, Sarah Kennel and Richard Putney, 
Yale University Press, £35 ISBN 978-0300197372 


SS 


nw Artoe me Louvres Tuileries\Garden 


Parks reflect the spirit of a city, 
and guard its collective memories. 
The calming, linear perspectives 
of the Tuileries Garden gave me 
sanctuary during my student days 
in Paris, as they did the American 
garden writer Paula Deitz. She 
writes on time and timelessness 
in the Tuileries Garden for this 
beautifully illustrated catalogue 
to a travelling exhibition of 
sculptures, paintings, drawings, 
plans, prints and photographs of 
André Le Notre’s masterpiece at 
the heart of Paris. Text and image 
stand in perfect counterpoint; this 
is a book to savour as one might 
the garden, slowly and reflectively, 
with frequent pauses to absorb its 
peculiar magic. 

Political power propelled much 
of the garden’s history. First 
commissioned as an ambitious 
pleasure park by Catherine de’ 
Medici and extensively remodelled 
by Le Notre for Louis XIV, the 
garden became the metaphorical 
meeting place of kings, 
governments and people, often at 
turbulent times. 

An angry populace forced 
Louis XVI to live at the adjoining 
palace, which then housed a 
succession of French rulers until 
burnt down in the uprising that 
followed France’s defeat by Prussia 
in 1871. Once the palace was 


demolished, the garden became a 
virtual anteroom to the Louvre, 
culminating in President 
Mitterand’s Grand Project, which 
brought in a team of young 
landscape designers to ‘clarify’ 

Le Notre’s design. 

But the Tuileries Garden exists 
as private space, too, celebrated by 
the many artists and photographers 
who seek to capture its essence. 
Edouard Manet painted its 
fashionable crowds and the 
children who then, as today, play 
under the watchful eye of their 
carers. Monet flooded the garden 
with the sinking sun’s ‘golden dust’, 
while Camille Pissarro was 
captivated by the garden views 
from his nearby apartment. 

The choice of photographs is 
particularly apt, from images of 
Aristide Maillol’s chunky nudes set 
in Jacques Wirtz’s equally chunky 
hedges to garden portraits by great 
photographers such as Eugéne 
Atget, whose melancholic statues 
people an otherwise abandoned 
landscape. My favourite is Robert 
Doisneau’s image of a wartime 
trench in the Tuileries crammed 
with marble gods looking fearfully 
up at the skies. Parks really do 
encapsulate our histories, as this 
fine catalogue proves. 


Jennifer Potter’s most recent 
book is Seven Flowers and How 
They Shaped Our World 
(Atlantic Book, 2013). She is a 
Royal Literary Fund Fellow at 
King’s College London. 


book offer 
RRP £35. Reader offer 
price £33.50 including p&p. 


NEW 


SABPENS 


he Aba 


EA Familly Guide lar 


Annie Barges 
: 


How. to choose 
and care for your 
Seat chickens 


NEW BRAZILIAN GARDENS 
by Roberto Silva 

Thames & Hudson, £18.95 
ISBN 978-0500291344 
Well-illustrated look at the 
work of designers influenced 
by the late Burle Marx. 


A FAMILY GUIDE TO 
KEEPING CHICKENS 

by Anne Perdeaux 
Constable, £12.99 

ISBN 978-1908974150 

A practical book aimed at 
people who are planning 
for and looking after their 
first chickens. 


FRAGRANCE AND 
WELLBEING 

by Jennifer Peace Rhind 
Singing Dragon, £28 

ISBN 978-1848190900 

A celebration of plant 
aromatics, touching on 
biology, history and culture. 


WOOTTENS OF WENHASTON 
PLANTSMAN’S HANDBOOK 
by Michael Loftus 

Wootten Plants, £10.95 

ISBN 978-0992776404 
Reprint of a catalogue from 
the charismatic plantsman 
who died in 2012. 


Most featured books are available to readers at 


special rates. For details of book offers, arranged in 
association with EFC Bookshop, call 01872 562318 
or go to gardensillustrated.com/shop 


Offers apply to the reviewed books as indicated. Other titles listed 
here, and mentioned in the magazine, are available to order via 
www.gardensillustrated.com/shop. Alternatively, call 01872 562318 
with your credit or debit card details, or send a cheque payable 

to GARDENS ILLUSTRATED to: Gardens Illustrated Bookshop, 

PO Box 200, Falmouth, Cornwall TR11 4WJ. Free delivery within UK. 
Worldwide delivery available with p&p calculated per order, please 
call 01872 562318 for a quote. Immediate Media Company is the 
data controller under the Data Protection Act 1998. All book orders 
are subject to 28 days’ delivery and available while stocks last. 
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Books 


A GARDENER'S GUIDE TO SNOWDROPS 


by Freda Cox 
The Crowood Press, £35 
ISBN 978-1847974754 


A GARDENER'S GUIDE TO 


SNOWDROPS 


FREOA COX 


Even experts say that snowdrops 
are hard to identify from 
photographs, but a handsome new 
book — for the general gardener, 
rather than the crazy galanthophile 
— has appeared to make life easier. 
Freda Cox is a botanical artist as 
well as a gardener and her drawings 
of snowdrops are clear and useful. 
There are photographs too, which 
are lovely but less informative. The 
text is written for the amateur who 
has begun to get hooked. Specialists 
who can spot a variation at 20 paces 
may find it a bit basic and the 
author is inclined to dodge issues 
such as when to plant, or whether to 
divide bulbs. She writes: “The 
decision to buy snowdrops in the 
green, or when dormant comes 
down to personal choice and only 
experience will decide which 
method works best. John 
Grimshaw, the reigning expert on 
snowdrops, takes an emphatic stand 
on planting bulbs when dormant. 
Freda Cox’s choice of the best 
bulbs to grow for a starter 
collection would work out quite 
expensive and everyone will have 
their own favourites, which may 
not be mentioned. I like Galanthus 
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gracilis because it increases readily 
and is early with a distinct greyish 
twisty leaf. But anyone who grows 
snowdrops will know that part of 
the fun of starting a collection is 
the arguing about which form is 
best; there are after all more than 
1,500 to choose from. Snowdrops 
have transformed our winter 
gardens and this book will 
encourage those who have not yet 
discovered their beauty to start 
growing them. 

I liked the inclusion of 
galanthophile biographies, but 
found the list of people as 
invidious as the list of varieties to 
grow. What no John Sales? His 
collection at Perrot’s Brook is one 
of the best and is a mecca for 
galanthophiles. As is Rodmarton, 
where Simon Biddulph curates 
another remarkable treasure trove. 
Others will think of many more 
notable and knowledgeable 
growers who are not listed. For the 
semi-initiated, who like me are 
never quite sure that they have 
grasped the difference between G. 
‘Limetree’ and G. ‘Lyn; the detailed 
drawings will be invaluable. 


Mary Keen is a garden designer, 
writer and gardening columnist for 
the Telegraph. 


book offer 


RRP £35. Reader offer 


price £32 including p&p. 


EDIBLE CITIES 

By Judith Anger, Immo Fiebrig 
and Martin Schnyder 
Permanent, £14.95 

ISBN 978-1856231374 


Subtitled ‘urban permaculture for 
gardens, balconies, rooftops and 
beyond; this is written by three 
people so taken with the teachings 
of Sepp ‘rebel farmer’ Holzer (who 
pioneered the use of ecological 
farming) that they altered their lives 
to continue his message of 
permaculture. Their mission is to 
green up the inhospitable and to 
conquer concrete. They believe city 
folk can be well fed, happy and 
nature-filled despite the limited land. 
This joyous book takes you around 
the world to show you how. 

These are low-cost, recycled, 
upcycled and improvised solutions. 
Some are a little outside the box 
(a visionary food tram —a sort of 
mobile greenhouse, that delivers 
produce to inner cities) while others 
are rooted in the practical (how to 
make a cheap worm bin). It’s a truly 
alternative look at low-impact 
solutions to gardening, including 
roofs, aquaponics, green pyramids, 
raised beds, sun reflectors, rooftop 
honey and indoor growing. These 
are mixed with a little philosophy, a 
smidgen of political agitation and a 
recipe for sourdough bread — it’s a 
survival book for city living. 


Alys Fowler is a Kew-trained 
gardener, author and TV presenter. 


book offer 
RRP £14.95. Reader offer 
price £13.50 including p&p. 


[ITALIAN GARDEN HOLIDAYS 


Small group tours with guided visits of Italian gardens 


Maximum 14 people per holiday d e@ Travel by luxury small 
Prices from £1990 per person : aaa coach 


e@ Local guides and guided 


ENVIRON F ROME 
ONS OF RO garden visits included 


Visits to: Giardino di Ninfa, Villa d’Este, ; a 
Castello Ruspoli, Bomarzo, Villa Lante, £3 j e Extensions to each tour 
2014: 30 Apr, 14 May, 18 Jun, 2 Jul, 3 Sept s and can be arranged for 

<) individuals 
TUSCANY 
Visits to: Poggio Torselli, Villa Geggiano, Villa FStaama vi @ Stay at 4 and 5 star 
Grabau, Villa Oliva, Parco di Villa Reale Bear \ rT i334 saabe hotels, two per tour, 3 
2014: 9 May, 1 June, 11 July, 21 Sept Sey eos nights in each 
: @ British Airways flights 


LAKES COMO AND MAGGIORE : 
included 


Visits to: Villa Babbianello, Villa Carlotta, Villa ‘es 
Monastero, Isola Bella, lsola Madre , aoe . Pry Agee SPEAK TO OUR EXPERTS 


2014: 13 May, 3 June, 1 July, 16 Sept AO Re Wangs Be ens fie 01752 878075 


AMALFI COAST, CAPRI AND ISCHIA a tp, PR a i. 
at ‘ =. : ian f THE ART OF INTELLIGENT 
Visits to: La Mortella, Caserta, Villa Rufolo of i s ie NY ace a TRAVEL ORGANISING 
2014: 1 May, 15 May, 5 June, 18 Sept “x og eg FOUNDED 1989 


VENETO AND LAKE GARDA ahaha > Se A aa ee ROE = We id BABTA 
Visits to: Villa Barbarigo, VillaEmo, Padua, Siamager J Se S/d sy Sa a Raa 
Villa Pisani and Verona 

2014: 18 May, 4 June, 16 Sept 


yan pes CAE SS Pe Riis LES ; LA AW xa » 
Oe es o. , 
A ig ge fa” Was ae, egal hx 
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ISH GARDENING SCHOOL 
—- CHELSEA - 


At the Chelsea Physic Garden 


Established for 3o years, leader in all matters horticultural. 
Best Location - Best Tuition 


2014 - sea Gardening, counes - Part Fane Courses 
ARDE 
September 2014 - June 2015 (one id a week) covers the best in Planting Desig while feaining in 1 the more serious aspects of horticulture. 
January - March 2015 (Tues/Wed/Thurs). — all you need to know in this diverie subject including 2 real design projects, featuring specialist 
lecturers. Hand and CAD drawn plans. 


Short Courses 


13th Novenber 2014 - with Sir Roy Scone and others. 
Distance Learning Courses 


For an absorbing hobby or start a new career. Start any time, study anywhere. 


Our classic course explains all the elements of this diverse profession. 


? b IRG ») Garden of Rosemary Alexander, 
od : : ; Bena Sandhill Farm House, Hampshire 
Follow our step by step guide to create, restore or maintain an existing garden. 


* Not sure which course is for you? Come along to an Information session and find out more. 


Top: The new Sustainable Garten Enrol now for autumn 2014 


atthe Chetsea Piysic Garden Full details, Information Session dates and Online Application Form visit our website; 
ottom: Methods of Propagation - 


Good Gardening Diploma Course 


Email: info@englishgardeningschool.co.uk Tel: 020 7352 4347 
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Letters 


Have your say — we’d like to hear your views, so please write to us at: GARDENS ILLUSTRATED, 
9th Floor, Tower House, Fairfax Street, Bristol BS1 3BN, or email letters@gardensillustrated.com 


Star letter 


Born to be wild 


| was really pleased to read your piece about David Bond's Project 
Wild Thing [issue 205, p106]. Encouraging young children to be 
involved in the natural world is something | feel very strongly about. 
As a garden designer I’ve always tried to bring that into my work 
but it’s often an uphill battle with parents. 

As achild | played freely in wild flower meadows, grubbed about 
in hedge bottoms and fished in ditches. My childhood gave me an 
enduring love of the natural world and | made sure my own children 
also discovered that strong connection through the wildlife garden 
| created (see left). When we moved house | was pleased to see the 
daughter of the new owners immediately begin to explore the 


garden and peer interestedly into the pond full of frogs and newts. Within weeks, however, the pond 


was filled in, the nectar-rich planting dug out and the bird-filled hedge replaced by soulless fencing. 


I’m sad for the loss of that habitat and for that child’s lost opportunities too. It was only a 


small patch, but its treatment is typical of the way we so easily dismiss the natural world. Where 


better to relearn the connections that are vital for us and for nature than right outside our back 


door in our own part of the natural world, the garden? Cheryl Cummings, Monmouth 


CLARITY 

Costing the earth 

The January issue of GARDENS ILLUSTRATED 
was excellent. From Cornwall to California 


to Queensland, the gardens were inspiring, 
and the features and opinions interesting. 
As a garden designer, it would be useful 
though if the descriptions of gardens also 
included some indication of the budget 
involved in their creation — lest any of my 
clients should express an interest in Andrea 
Cochran’s North American limestone for 
their own backyard. 

Mike Hunter, Newcastle upon Tyne 


FEATURE BENEFII 
Planning ahead 
As an architect, site planner and landscape 


designer, I have valued your magazine 

over the years because of your practice of 
including a site plan along with photographs. 
It has permitted me a deeper understanding 


of the landscape you are presenting as 
I can see how the various components 
of the gardens connect. 

You seem to have abandoned plans 
altogether over the past two years and I must 
express my profound disappointment. Please 
rethink your decision to exclude these. 
Pamela Bicket, by email 
ED’S REPLY: We have noted your comment and 
will endeavour to include plans where possible. 


CORRECTIONS 

* On page 4 of the February issue we incorrectly 
captioned the first of our cover images as 
Euonymus planipes. It was in fact a Hamamelis x 
intermedia Jelena’ 

* On page 89 of the February issue we incorrectly 
labelled the greenhouse from Alitex’s National 
Trust Collection. The greenhouse shown is the 
Mottisfont at £13,750. Full details on alitex.co.uk 


WRITE TO US AND WIN 

The star letter wins a large heavy-duty oilskin carrier 
from Carrier Company (worth £58) perfect for carrying 
clippings, leaves, logs or soil around the garden. It’s also 
waterproof so can be used as a cover too. Find details 
of Carrier Company's range at carriercompany.co.uk 


We should afford our historic 
parks and gardens the same 
protection as buildings 


Dominic Cole is a 
Landscape Architect. 
He is also chairman 
of the Garden History 
Society and National 
Trust Gardens & 

' Parks Advisory Panel. 


The recent HS2 rail network 
consultation showed that a 
number of historic gardens 
and parks would potentially 
be affected by the proposed 
route, and reminds us that such 
landscapes are not protected in 
the same way as buildings. 
Buildings of historic interest 
can be listed by English Heritage 
and afforded statutory 
protection. Gardens may be 
included on the English Heritage 
Register of Parks and Gardens of 
Historic Interest (Some 1,600 in 
England and Wales) but this 
does not confer statutory 
protection. The Register only has 
the ability to flag up to planning 
authorities considering proposed 
development that there is a park 
and garden of historic 
importance and that this should 
be taken into account when 
considering potential impacts. 
Thankfully English Heritage 
is aware of this issue and has 
put in place a process that allows 
augmentation or addition to 
the Statutory Listing to include 
reference to the garden, garden 
buildings and contextual 
landscape. Details of the process 
are at english-heritage.org.uk/ 
professional/protection/process/ 


+ What’s your view? Write to us by 
post or email (details above). 
We reserve the right to edit letters. 
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THE Giggest DECORATIVE 
GARDEN METAL WORK & IRONMONGERY 
SHOW AREA &% the ue 


LIGHTING - OUTDOOR FURNITURE - FIRESIDE - KITCHEN ACCESSORIES & MORE 
By Appointment 
To Her Majesty The Queen 
Specialist Container Tree Growers 
Barcham Trees PLC, Ely 


Buy the tree 


you see.com 


Buy direct from the UK ’s largest grower of 
containerised trees and add impact to your 
garden instantly! 


Each of our 3000 trees across 200 varieties is individually 
numbered, allowing you to select the one thatis right for 
your garden. See a short video of the tree and we will 
deliver that actual tree straight to your door. 


fo} ~Whether you wanttrees for privacy screening, 
spring flower or simply for sheer beauty 
let us help you transform your garden. 


METALWORKS LTD 


Call 01353720950 Barcham WWW.BLACKCOUNTRYMETALWORKS.CO.UK 
www.buythetreeyousee.com “saBarneibistannaot Whitehall, Aston, Oswestry, Shropshire, SY11 4JH 
Freephone: 0800 6888385 


Britain in 1914 


100" ANNIVERSARY SPECIAL EDITION 


FROM THE MAKERS OF 


BRITAIN Nass (a) MAGAZINE 


MAGAZINE 


1914 was one of the 20th century’s most 
Lk cee astonishing and turbulent years, as Europe 
y am | e divided into two factions and descended into 


< A changing nation ry the brink ofthe First World War ee 


Through fascinating photographs and 
insightful commentary, Britain in 1914 
explores these 12 months that dramatically 
reshaped the world. 


In addition to tracing the First World War’s 
origins and its early battles, this special 
edition also covers life on the home 

front, as well as examining the suffragette 
movement, trade union protests and the 
political turmoil in Ireland, all of which added 
to the pre-war unrest. 


An absorbing, enlightening look back at a 
year like no other. 


How Britons lived their lives in The social protest engulfing the country, How war broke out - and how the 
the months leading up to the war including the suffragette movement first battles were won and lost 


+ Calls to this number from a BT landline will cost no more than 5p per minute. Calls from mobiles and other providers may vary. Lines are open 8am-8pm weekdays & 9am-1pm Saturday. 
* Prices including postage are: £11.49 for UK residents, £12.99 for Europe and £13.49 for Rest of World. All orders subject to availability. Please allow up to 28 days for delivery. 


downtools 


Competition 


WIN a Hayter Harrier 48 lawnmower 


HAYTER 


Ml MAKERS OF THE FINEST MOWERS 


We have teamed up with Hayter to offer readers the chance 
to win one of two high-spec Harrier 48 variable speed, electric- 
start lawnmowers. 

Ideal for medium-to-large-sized lawns, these rear-roller, rotary 
mowers give a superb striped finish to fine lawns and with the 
cutter blades raised, tackle rougher areas effectively too. The 
powerful collection ability means they can also be 
used to remove autumn leaves from the lawn. The 
autodrive engine powers the rear wheels, taking 
all the effort out of mowing, and the speed can 
be adjusted to suit the conditions and the operator. 
Launched last year, the EcoPlus™ engines offer 25 
per cent less exhaust emissions and 51 per cent less evaporative 
emissions — making these one of the greenest mowers available. 


- , . - TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
Bui It to Hayter S high standards of q ual ity and robustness, the 1 The promoter is Immediate Media Company Bristol. 2 Entrants must be UK residents aged 
: : a ’ : : 8 years or older, excluding the promoter's employees. 3 The closing date for entries is 11.59pm 
Harrier 48 IS covered by a five year warranty plus there sa lifetime on31 March 2014. Entries received after the closing date of the promotion will not be considered. 
guarantee against engine crankshaft damage. 4 By entering the promotion, the participants agree to be bound by all the rules of the promotion. 
. . 5 Entrants must supply to Immediate Media Co their full name, email address and daytime 
¢ For more information on the full ra nge of H ayter mowers call ‘elephone number. The Promoter will use entrants’ personal details in accordance with the 
a immediate Privacy Policy (www.immediatemedia.co.uk/privacy). 6 Only one entry will be 
01279 723444 or visit h ayte r.co.uk permitted per person, regardless of method of entry. 7 The winning entrants will be the first two 
correct entries drawn at random from all the correct entries after the closing date. The draw is 
H Ow to enter inal and no correspondence will be entered into. The winners will be notified within 10 days of the 
. close of the promotion by post/telephone/email. 8 There are two prizes of a Hayter Harrier 48 
For your chance to win one of the two mowers p lease answer the awnmower. The prize will be delivered to the winners via the nearest Hayter supplier. 9 There is 
. - r no cash alternative and the prize will not be transferable. The prize must be taken as stated and 
fo | lowi ng g uesti on. cannot be deferred. The Promoter reserves the right to substitute the prize with one of the same 
What colour are the Taraxacum flowers you or greater value. 10 For details of the winner send an SAE to Immediate Media Company Bristol 
within two months of the closing date. 11 The Promoter does not accept any responsibility for lost, 
i i i i ? delayed or fraudulent entries. 12 If any of the winners is unable to be contacted within 30 days of 
might find in an English lawn? 
the promotion’s closing date, the Promoter reserves the right to offer the prize to a runner up, or 
Enter by post to re-offer the prize in any future promotion. 13 The Promoter excludes liability to the full extent 
permitted by law for any loss, damage or injury occurring to the participant arising from his or her 
Send a postcard with your answer, along with your name, address, entry into the promotion or occurring to the winner arising from his or her acceptance ofa prize. 
. 14The promotion is subject to the laws of England. 15 Immediate Media Company Limited 
postcode and contact details to Gardens Illustrated 207/Hayter (publishers of Gardens Illustrated) would love to keep you informed by post or telephone of special 
: offers and promotions from the Immediate Media Company Group. Please write ‘Do not contact: 
Mower, PO Box 501, Leicester LE94 OAA Immediate Media Co Ltd’ if you would prefer not to receive these. Gardens Illustrated would like to 
keep you informed of newsletters, special offers and other promotions by email or text message. 
Enter on ] i ne at ga rde ns j | | u strated com Please write your email address and mobile number on your postcard if you would like to receive 
these. You may unsubscribe from these at any time. Hayter would like to keep you informed by 
email, post or phone of their special offers and promotions. Please write ‘Do not contact: Hayter’ 


Closi ng date 31 March 2014 onyour entry if you would prefer not to receive these. 
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BUYING BACK ISSUES OF 


Crossword 


PRINT VERSION 
You can buy printed a 
issues of the - 7 
magazine published 
up to 12 months 
ago: March 2013 to 
February 2014 
issues are available. 


GARDENS 


‘ 


DIGITAL VERSION 
GARDENS ILLUSTRATED 
is available as a digital 


aa 
_ _ ‘GARDENS ILLUSTRATED’ 
on the App Store, 


23 24 25 26 27 

id BER Be 
BREE EEs 
BERR Ee 
EEE ZR 


CLOTHBOUND SLIPCASES 
Cost from £9.50 each (inc p&p). 
Subscriber discounts available — 
see below for details. 


ACROSS 

1 Glossy-leaved shrub with small pink 30 Eg Comice or Rocha (4) TO re) R D) E R CALL 
flowers — produces a clean soil (10) 31 Plant bearing white trumpet-flowers at 

7 Tree-fruit blackbird finally this time of year, sadly lay sterile (6,4) 


consumed (4) 0844 844 0253 +44 1795 414721 


9 Pick an unusual type of mushroom (6) DOWN 


10 Production of new shoots, etc after 2 Like gritty, free-draining soil — say GARDENS ILLUSTRATED PRINTED ISSUES ORDER FORM 
dormancy (8) includes half of land (5) Complete the order form and send to: GARDENS ILLUSTRATED, Back Issues, 
11 Henry, 18th-century botanist/ 3 Milkweed genus as special, possibly (9) PO Box 279, Sittingbourne, Kent ME9 8DF. (You may photocopy this form.) 
herbalist in holly terrace (4) 4 Cutting off branches: failing dismally, 
12 John, 19th-century philanthropist losing head! (7) |wouldliketoorder___————S—sCopy/copies of issue(s) 

whose legacy was a horticultural 5 Bulbous plant related to amaryllis — SUBSCRIBERS NON-SUBSCRIBERS 

institute and a well-known compost (5) —_ gardener in Eden, partly! (6) L_] UK - £4.39 per copy L] UK- £5.49 per copy 

13 See 23 across 6 Princess who planted Kew’s Physic [_] EU - £5.19 per copy [_] EU - £6.49 per copy 

14 As French beans might become — Garden in 1759 — in Georgia, USA? (7) L_] Rest of world- £5.99 percopy —_ [_] Rest of world - £7.49 per copy 
tight, right inside (7) 7 Wilt - fleshy, stoned fruit, we hear (5) 
16 Vegetable also called 26 across. has 8 Face to face popular dwarf narcissus | would like to order slipcase(s) 

need to be cooked! (7) (414) SUBSCRIBERS NON-SUBSCRIBERS 

18 Wild garlic, in kilograms, on sale (7) 15 Give off water vapour like a plant — and L_] UK- £750 each [_] UK-£9.50 each 

20 Spring/summer flowering shrub come about (9) L_]EU-£8.50 each L_] EU- £10.75 each 

genus is a pear, oddly (7) 17 Rampant weed with jointed stems L_] Rest of world - £9.50 each L_] Rest of world - £12 each 

23/13 Coastal legume — in use a altering earth soil (9) Postage & packaging is included in all prices. 

peach (3,3) 19 Container for Hazel's fruit? (3,4) 
25 Harmful as eg hemlock is (5) 21 Term applied to flower with petal i ; 

26 Taro, by another name — partly died edges of a different colour to base (7) L Poe eee ee FIGS Geir crelels | eves ue 
come : “e tues arselite) Sir lee) Ise LJ! would like to pay by credit/debit card, please debit my card 

28 An unexpected bonus, fruit at base distorted (6) 

of tree? (8) 24 Tree related to birch — needs a bit of visa L] — Mastercard L_] Maestro L] 

29 Purple-flowering perennial in path, bonemeal, derris (5) [| [| [| [| [ ] [ ] L] [| [| L ] [ ] [ ] C4 [ ] [ ] [ ] 

aliability (6) 27 Seed furrow's a boring thing! (5) evsliercite [] [] CJ [] peteinen (eesn arent [| [| 
SOLUTIONS TO THIS MONTH’S CROSSWORD WILL BE PRINTED NEXT MONTH Signature iia Ff 4 
FEBRUARY’S SOLUTIONS 
ACROSS: 8/21 Valentine Day 9 Lupin 10 Cytisus 11 Dogbane 12 Alnus 14 Cor 15 Split 16 Reseeds ; 

17 Pollard 19 Stake 22 Aphis 24 Recycle 26 Astelia 28 Album 29 Crisphead ie. eine ee 
DOWN: 1 Platanus 2 Ants 3 Dipsacus 4 Tender 5 Flag 6 Sprawl 7 Unheated 8 Vicia 13 Swede 15 Salsa Sule Se 
16 Rosarian 17 Physalis 18 Achillea 20 Aucuba 21 Drench 23 Sward 25 Cyme 27 Tips Address 
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WAS £2998pp — 309 OFF 


FROM 


LUXURY 


FLIGHTS INC 
a LUDED - DESIGNATED GUIDE 
rence a 9 


TOUR 1 TOUR 2 


Istanbul, Troy, 


Antalya, Manavgat, 


Ephesus, Konya, Rumi, 
Dardanelles, Sultanhan 
Pamukkale, 


Cappadocia 


Hierapolis, Antalya 


Ancient city of Aspendos 


Cappadocia, heaven on earth 


8 days — 7 nights Full Board 
Come and bask in the delights of where Europe meets Asia. We offer a luxurious tour 
package, with all of the amenities at unbeatable price. There are 2 unique packages 
to choose from. From the moment you arrive you will experience the traditional Turkish 
hospitality. You will be picked up in our brand new state of the art coaches, each with a 
dedicated tour guide who will accompany you on your journey, treating you to historical 
morsels along the way. 


Flights Included 
Premium 4 Star Hotels 
Fully Escorted Tours 
Private Airport Transfers 


You will be treated to 4-5 star hotel accommodation and delicious Turkish food. Explore Luxury Coach Tour 
magnificent mosques and ancient Roman cities by day and swirl away in the dervishes | Entrance to UNESCO sites and museums 


by night, or explore the modern night life of these vibrant cities. Sail your worries away 


on a cruise through the Bosphorus, which straddles both Europe and Asia. Take in DATES DATES 
the historical Hagia Sophia and the Blue Mosque, stroll through the majestic Topkapi 15.03.3014 11.03.3014 
Palace and no trip is complete without picking up a few trinkets at the Grand Bazaar. 05.04.3014 01.04.3014 
Step back in time and savour the delights of Troy and gaze upon the same landscape as 26.04.3014 29.04.3014 
Helen. Take in the ruins of the ancient city and marvel upon the infamous Trojan Horse. 30.09.3014 06.05.3014 
04.10.3014 09.10.3014 
Hurry! Redeem your exclusive 30% OFF today — offer ends 31.03.14 O8.N.3OT4 30.10.3014 
29.11.3014 30.11.3014 
H 04.12.3014 
Call 0800 091 26 86 quoting: ST1130 
° 
If calling from a mobile please call 0208 174 0220 or email bookings@secretturkey.co.uk EXCLUSIVE 30% OFF 
9am-9pm Mon-Sun. Local call rates apply. QUOTE: ST1130 


The Travel Association On Ad 


Secret Turkey only sells through 
ATOL registered travel agents 


Furtes 


WOOLOVERS 


FINEST CASHMERE, COTTON & WOOL KNITWEAR 


WINTER SALE IS NOW ON! 


—— + — er 


Brite Woot 


ZIP & BUTTON CARDIGAN 
. For Only £35 or 2 for £65 
Receive An Extra ss 


Sa We FREE ‘.. 
5% . TT detaveg Dh 


When You Use Offer Code 
GA14 


Shop Online WOOLOVERS.COM 
Coll 0845 073 1040 


Pure Lambsuvoot ° Britisy Woot : Pure Lambswoot 
FAIR ISLE CARDIGAN : UNISEX ARAN ZIP JUMPER : LAMBSWOOL VEE JUMPER 
For Only £35 or 2 for £65 : For Only £34 or 2 for £60 : For Only £22 or 2 for £40 


This is an exclusive double discount readers offer to be used in conjunction with the Wool Overs Winter Sale, Simply shop online, over the phone or instore 
and quote offer code GA14 to receive an EXTRA 5% off your order value & FREE Delivery. Use one voucher per order only. Offer ends 31.03.14 


Marketplace 


Add something new to your garden today by looking through our directory of essential products 
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Plant Supports 
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Wildlife Cameras 


If you would like to 
advertise on these 
pages please call 
Lucy Moakes on 
0117 933 8072 
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CARRIER COMPANY 


C arrier Company is the creation of former Making classic rural workwear alongside goods 
garden designer Tina Guillory who works requisite to gardening and life outdoors, the range is 
from her 17th-century brick and flint slowly expanding. The emphasis in each design is that 
farmhouse close to the great expanses of marsh and everything be functional, good-looking, and above all, 
huge beaches of the north Norfolk coast. made to be used every day and stand the test of time. 
Her designs are inspired by the textures of her Carrier Company goods are made by hand, and 
environment: the canvas sails of the dinghies in the Tina and her team are dedicated to their principles of 


creeks and the forged steel from country blacksmiths; _classic clean design, exceptional quality, hardwearing 
natural, renewable materials that work harmoniously __ renewable materials and investment in their 
with the landscape. environment. 


— 


EL 01328 820699 \VEB carriercompany.co.uk 


A\L info@carriercompany.co.uk 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Spring gardens 


There's no better way to spend the season than in the splendour of a fantastic 
spring garden. This selection will guarantee to brighten up any day 


1 WATERPERRY GARDENS 


gardens with a fascinating history and one of the country’s finest 
herbaceous borders. Quality plant centre and garden shop, gallery, 
gift barn and teashop serving home-baked lunches. 

ADDRESS Waterperry, Near Wheatley, Oxfordshire OX33 1JZ 

TEL 01844 339254 EB waterperrygardens.co.uk 


2 ATHELHAMPTON HOUSE & GARDENS 


One of England's finest 15th century 
manor houses with stunning 
architectural gardens which the house 
is set within. Four ham stone courts in ff 
the Elizabethan style create a formal 
structure, with superb planting and 
fountains and pools throughout. The 
Great Court has evolved over 100 
years into a unique topiary spectacle 
with 12 giant yew pyramids standing 
nine metres high. 


DDRESS Athelhampton, Dorchester, 
orset DT2 7LG 

EL 01305 848363 

EB athelhampton.co.uk 


oO + 


SoS 


Just seven miles from Oxford lies eight acres of beautiful ornamental 


3 THE LOST GARDENS OF HELIGAN 


Over 200 acres to discover including the finest productive gardens in 
Britain. These award-winning restored Victorian gardens act asa 
window on to Heligan’s past. Today’s team grow over 200 varieties of 
fruit and vegetables to tempt your taste buds - a real inspiration for 
garden and food lovers alike. 

ADDRESS Pentewan, St Austell, Cornwall PL26 6EN 

TEL 01726 845100 WEE heligan.com 


4 ABBEY HOUSE GARDENS 


“Tt felt like being in an Impressionist 
painting, surrounded by so much 
colour.” 


Probably the best display you will 
ever see, with over a third of a million 
tulips (yes 330,000) in more than 500 
varieties in this enchanting garden. 


Open daily from 21 March- 
31 October, Llam-5.30pm 


ADDRESS Market Cross, Malmesbury, 
Wiltshire SN16 9AS 

TEL 01666 827650 

WEB abbeyhousegardens.co.uk 


5 HATFIELD HOUSE 


The a at Hatfield House ae rae ihe early 17th century when Rober 
Cecil employed John Tradescant the Elder. The Woodland Garden is at its 
best in spring with bluebells and daffodils. Enjoy the Sundial Garden, West 
Parterre and Old Palace Garden adjoining the Tudor Palace. Visitor season 
begins 5 April (closed Good Friday, 18 April). See website for opening times. 
ADDRESS Hatfield, Hertfordshire ALQ 5NQ 

TEL 01707 287010 \VEB hatfield-house.co.uk 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Spring has sprung 


The weather is warmer, the days are getting longer and spring 1s in the air. Choose from this 
selection of quality garden products that will add a special touch to any outdoor space 


1 ARCHITECTURAL HERITAGE 


Architectural Heritage Spring 2014 Fine Garden 
Ornament Catalogue available soon; new products 
include verdigris copper planters, stone dining tables and 
new design seating. Also available, the Period Garden 
Statuary & Architectural Elements Catalogue, featuring 
the best examples from our current antique inventory. 
TEL 01386 584414 WEB architectural-heritage.co.uk 


2 TEAK TIGER 


Special Offer - Bristol Hardwood Armchair 
Our solid heavyweight armchair (14kg) is now 
only £99. Or purchase two or more and pay 
just £79 each. Includes FREE fully assembled 
delivery to UK mainland. Offer only available 
while stock lasts. 

TEL 0800 068 0333 WEB teaktiger.com 


3 SITTING SPIRITUALLY 


Transform a corner of your garden into a 
relaxing haven with a quintessentially English 
swing seat. The Harmony shown here is made 
from durable, rot-proof, FSC certified pine and is 
painted in Farrow & Ball’s Mizzle for an elegant 
finish. It can be left outside all year round. 

TEL 01297 443084 WEB sittingspiritually.co.uk 


4 CRANBORNE STONE 


Cranborne Stone has supplied the UK’s finest 
gardens and for spring, we hope our beautiful 
range of handmade cast stone planters, vases, 
fountains, balustrades and benches, will inspire 
you. All of our products are made in the UK, 
using traditional handmade methods. 

TEL 01258 472685 \\/EB cranbornestone.com 


Yo 


5 WHICHFORD POTTERY 


Whichford’s flowerpots are designed and 
entirely handmade at the pottery. Top quality, 
desirable designs from truly traditional 

to cutting-edge contemporary. Frostproof 
guarantee. Delivered worldwide. 

TEL 01608 684416 WEB whichfordpottery.com 


6 LEANDER PLANT SUPPORTS 


Leander’s new Flower Baskets (on sale from late 
March) are perfect for showcasing your special bulbs 
and flowering plants. Available in three sizes, they 
have an internal criss-cross pattern to give extra 
support. For these and many other useful and 
beautiful designs in rusted iron (all UK made) contact: 
TEL 01773 550495 \WES leanderplantsupports.co.uk 
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Marketplace To advertise call Lucy Moakes on 0117 933 8072 


ACCESSORIES BUILDINGS 
—— @ oxroro 


www.oxfordplanters.co.uk 


Greenhouses designed... 


HURDLES, CLIMBERS & BASKETS Manufacturers of; English Handcrafted v doveta il 


FOR CATALOGUE 020 8247 3700 Planters and internal and external Oak, 
greenhouses 


WWW.CHAIRWORKS.INFO Iroko or Accoya Furniture. 
INFO@CHAIRWORKS.INFO 


Other services include a bespoke 
joinery service for all interior & exterior 


design 


For more information E D U CAT | O N 
SNOWDROPS IN email info@oxfordplanters.co.uk 
or call 01608 683022 


THE GREEN 

SINGLE SNOWDROPS £9 per 100 1 1 

SINGLESNOWDROPS £70 per 1000 BUILDINGS Swedish Garden D esign. 
00 


DOUBLE SNOWDROPS £14 perl = 


DOUBLESNOWDROPS £120 per 1000 : 
ENGLISH BLUEBELLS  ‘£12per 100 Study online. 
ENGLISH BLUEBELLS £110 per 1000 Top brand greenhouses at 


CROCUS £9 per 100 factory direct PCE _ ~*~ ; 
WORE )AFFODILS epast nO MP RTT the swedish 
ALL BULBS TOP QUALITY aS ise academy of garden 


P&P FREE. MAKE CHEQUES & POSTAL ORDERS esian 
PAYABLE TO ANGLIA BULBS, LORDS LANE, Blythe Park, Cresswell, www.swegd.com g 
WISBECH, CAMBS, PETS ATU Sn UU ale 
PHONE 01945 410966 
HOME VISITS WELCOME 


for FREE brochure pack 
www.greenhousepeople.co.uk 


Pal 
IN D = Train to be a professional 
B garden designer. With 
KE FE fe inspirational teaching 
< from world class designers - 


4 in the heart of London ans ate ' 
A DEN % For more details visit: ——— 1s * 4 
E IGN www.lcgd.org.Uk ; 


Tradgardsutbildning. 
Pa distans. Borja nu! 
‘a : 
tradgatdsakademin 


ax du vill. Var du vill www.irga.se 


GARDENS 


DU Sa RAT ED 


HIOPES GROVE NURSERIES 


Tue Hepcine PLant SPECIALISTS 


perry Sky 
,,Our full colour b brochure i is FREE on request and sacludcs, 


HEDGING, YOUNG TREES, AZALEAS & RHODODENDRONS): CONIFERS, CLIMBERS, 
GROUND COVER, ORNAMENTAL GRASSES, SPECIMEN PRE PRU PEMS C9 FRUIT. 


ee BE 


Fg Rid 
webs ‘yn hopesgronenurseis co. uk pe ; 


Mail order specialist: nationwide delivery. 
‘ete open 9atn>5pm Mon-Fri, Sat 9am=1pm 


HONDA 


Authorised Dealer and the 
country’s largest retailer 


THORNHAYES 
NURSERY 


Popular with professional and amateur 


Call for FREE advice on 01962 892466 
Buy online at www.mowwithus.com 


gardeners alike for an extensive range of — ” 
fruit and ornamental trees and hedging CLAIRE AUSTIN 
in a wide range of sizes Mail Order 
eS et emairecshouc the Wkeanditelnd PERENNIALS 
of vs = i St. Andrews Wood, Dulford, Cullompton, IRISES & 
2014 MAIL ORDER | |i eee" PEONIES 


@ 01884 266746 | trees@thornhayes-co.uk 800 varieties & more 


PLANT LIST Aa RI nln SES Te Te Aeestls www. claireaustin- 


hardyplants. co.uk 


Buy Pelargoniums Tel: 01686 670342 


& 
Agapanthus online 


Harvington Hellebores® 


www.(_ra mdennursery.co.uk 


Buy direct from a family run business 
Visit us online or at the nursery in 
Northampton 


01604 842365 


EXNEE HN AEME 9 EST 
{witb FLOWERS | 


Wild flower seed, plugs & ; | ied _ ~ 
ie Bulbs, Lawn Seed mixes i | Free 2014 vegetable seeds 
Ne he catalogue. New Runner Bean 
® Freecatalogue’ ; 


i ‘Firestorm’ & ‘Wisley Magic’ in 


By www.meadowmania.co.uk fe stock plus many more new varieties. 
F 


3 I: ‘ 
roryourrREEcopY THEBETH | & ace Buy onlineat 01778 590455 


Telephone: 01206 822007 ~(“HATTO 
www.bethchatto.co.uk GARDENS 


Quote SPKUP25524 when www.twelvenunns.co.uk 


id for 15% discount 


B 01284 828 255 


Marketplace 


Deacon’s Nursery 


National fruit tree 
specialists 
Free catalogue 


until 17th = 
March 2014 =" ™ 
(use code SPRING10) 


Deacon’s Nursery, 

Moor View, Godshill, 

Isle of Wight PO38 3HW 

B® 01983 522243 (24hrs) 
www.deaconsnurseryfruits.co.uk 
info@deaconsnurseryfruits.co.uk 


nA 
Chilfern Seeds 
since 1975 
Request your copy of the 2014 edition of 
our unique catalogue “Grow Something 
New From Seed” along with “The 
VegBook” now. Be the first to see over 
300 new items for the new season from 
around the world. Enjoy a cheerful read 
and select from around 4,000 items for 
every horticultural interest, including 
many rare and unusual items. 


www.chilternseeds.co.uk 
01491 824675 | gi@chilternseeds.co.uk 


Crowmarsh Battle Barns 
114 Preston Crowmarsh 
Wallingford OX10 6SL 


WILDLIFE CAMERAS 


UK 


THE 


ORGANIC 
GARDENING 


CATALOGUE 


Organic seeds and supplies 


Green Manures, Peat Free Composts, 
Soil Improvers, Mulches, Seaweed Feeds, 
Comfrey Plants, Biological Controls, 
Nematodes, Crop Protection and more. 


01932 253666 


SHEPHERDS HUTS 


artisan shepherd's huts 
Handmade especially for you 


aa 
ay 


Let us create your perfect retreat 


01825 791402 


Wildlife Cameras 


| 


{ 


Enjoy your very 


...bringing nature closer 


“= 


own wildlife 
observation 


studio... 


Up to 10% off all our Bird 
Box Camera Kits & Systems! 


Get a fascinating insight into the 
wonderful world of birds - watch 
them come and go, study nest 
building behaviour, witness chicks 


hatching and see 


them grow... 


info@ukwildlifecameras.co.uk 
08450 170 760 


www.ukwildlifecameras.co.uk 


www.artisan-shepherdshuts.co.uk 


To advertise call Lucy Moakes on 0117 933 8072 


PLANT SUPPORTS 


Support where 
it 


All our supports are handcrafted 

in Tenbury Wells from Solid Steel § 
which are affordable and robust. ™ 
The plant Girdle as featured here &j es 
is only £995. : 


A range of beautiful hand crafted steel plant supports 
and obelisks designed to provide architectural structure 
within the garden whilst also complimenting and 
enhancing the plants features. 


Visit our website or telephone to 
request a brochure: 
www.artisanplantsupports.co.uk 
Email: info@artisanplantsupports.co.uk Tel: 01538 753128 


Woodside Farm, Clamgoose Lane Kingsley Moor, 
Staffordshire ST10 2EG 


GREENHOUSES 


See our website 
for winter 
special offers 
For more information call: 01889 562 610 
or visit: woodpecker-joinery.co.uk 


SPECIALIST SUPPLIERS OF INSTANT 
HEDGES AND SPECIMEN TREES 


Professional Instant Hedge and Tree Installers, coupled 
with unrivalled customer satisfaction over 30 years. 


Corea 


on Chelsea Gold for David Austin Roses Instant maturity 
and the Elveden Instant Hedge™ 


We create tree landscapes and green screens to suit every garden and 
gardener, from individual trees and instant hedges to bespoke UK wide 
projects for designers, architects and property developers 


Our tree nursery is a comprehensive shop window of Specimen and 
Screening trees, Topiary and Instant Hedges. Practicality Brown are the 
sole supplier of the Elveden Instant Hedge™ — the only true Instant Hedge 


Beautiful topiary Trees for immediate impact Privacy and noise screening 


PRACTICALITY BROWN LTD 


Iver Stud, Swan Road, Iver, Bucks. SLO 9LA. 
Tel: 01753 652022 Fax: 01753 653007 Email: sales@pracbrown.co.uk 


Find more information at: www.pracbrown.co.uk 


Flowers last a week - a subscription lasts all year! 


This Mother’s Day treat your mum to a unique and thoughtful gift. Whether it’s gardening, cooking, 
or ideas for her home, we have a magazine to suit every mum’s taste. 


Visit www.buysubscriptions.com/mothersday to see our full range of gifts. 
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& ANTIQUES 


Letit'shine 


SAVE 35% 
£33.50 - 13 issues 


oh ie a My = - + i a by : : 7 2 
SAVE 48% SAVE 25% SAVE 40% 
£24.99 - 12 issues £39.00 - 26 issues £35.50 - 13 issues 


6p best & 
2, wecker ids 


SAVE 32% SAVE 25% SAVE 35% 
£32.00 - 12 issues £36.00 - 12 issues £35.50 - 13 issues 


GARDENS 


He ni 
aS I 


Has history been 
4 too hard on him? 


SAVE 51% SAVE 32% @ SAVE 40% SAVE 30% SAVE 15% SAVE 35% 
£24.99 - 12 issues £32.00 - 12 issues £39.00 - 13 issues £31.90 - 12 issues £19.50 - 10 issues £35.90 - 13 issues 


all the hotline now on ‘ Order online at Complete order form below and send to: 


AA 844 www.buysubscriptions.com/mothersday Immediate Media Co Ltd, FREEPOST 
sire rely and quote MDGIP14 RSTB-HAAA-EHHG, Sittingbourne, Kent ME9 8PX 
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MDGIP14 
Magazine Choice Price : 
| enclose a cheque made payable to Immediate Media Co Ltd for £ 
Title Forename Surname 
Address Please debit the following amount from my credit/debit card: £ jastercard Visa Maestro 
Postcode 
Card Number 
Home Tel Number 
Mobile Tel Number Valid from Expiry date Issue Number 
Email address’* 
Title Forename Surname Signature Date 
Address Offer Ends 10th April 2014. This offer is valid for UK delivery addresses only. All savings are calculated as a percentage of the full shop price. For overseas rates visit 
www.buysubscriptions.com/mothersday. All gift subscriptions will start with the first issue available issue after Mother's Day 2014. Should the magazine ordered 
Postcod change in frequency; we will honour the number of issues and not the term of the subscription. Calls to 0844 numbers from a BT landline will cost no more than 5p 
osicode per minute. Calls from mobiles and other providers may vary. 


* Immediate Media Company Limited would love to keep you informed by post or telephone of special offers and promotions from the Immediate Media Company 
Group. Please tick if you'd prefer not to receive these [1 Please tick here if you'd like to receive newsletters, special offers and other promotions by email or text 
message from the Immediate Media Company Group C1 You may unsubscribe from these at any time. 


Please note that BBC Good Food magazine is published in partnership with BBC Worldwide. If you would like to be contacted by them, please tick here 


Home Tel Number 


Email address 


Cedar eteery 


Plant & Garden Centre 


3D eee ese Oak Garages and Car Ports 


Come and meet our friendly, knowledgeable team and see our design led 
range of Plants and Pots, Garden Furniture, BBQs and Outdoor Kitchens, 
Wood Fired Ovens, Cedar Hot Tubs, Oak Buildings and 3D Landscape Design. 


Call Click Visit 
01932 862473 — landscaping.co.uk —_ Horsley Road, Cobham, Surrey KT 1 3UX 
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Queen Anne Seat 


= Rei Vie Rede ea! LAL v 2 eile? ES ae ts Se Ny, ve a & : Divers 
Large Moot Seat painted Blue PECOOCX< 3 SSCHel 
Traditional, Contemporary & Bespoke Garden Furniture 
Made from Iroko or Oak SK Made in the UK 
Andrew Crace, 33 Bourne Lane, Much Hadham, Hertfordshire SG10 6ER, UK. Tel 01279 842685 www.andrewcrace.com 
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aati) P be -Designé Ulf Nordfell’ private garden Planting ideas for . 
F-2 tulips ° Creating front gardens with curb appeal * A behind 


GARDENS ILLUSTRATED 
is available as 
a digital edition — 
search ‘GARDENS 
ILLUSTRATED’ on the 
App Store, Google 
Play or Zinio.com 


Oe the scenes look at Glyndebourne’s glorious gardens 
a fh % * ON SALE 28 MARCH 


A ul Available in'selected Sainsbury’s, Tesco and Waitrose stores, as well.as 
\ WHSmith, all good magazine retailers and as a digital version. 
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DASON INGRAM 


the writer's plot 


Shooting stars 


The countdown to spring is frustratingly long; thank heavens for the plucky little crocus 


arch could be a 

terrible month. 

We are thinking 
spring while the reality is 
winter still. The lengthening 
days only make us more 
impatient, creeping upwards 
towards the equinox; the 
shining mouth of this Hades. 
We inch and grope our way 
out of the darkness, just as we 
slid headlong in the opposite 
direction at breakneck speed 
in the balmy days of 
September. One day you are 
longing for the ground not to 
be so bare and the next there 
is a blizzard and you are 
thankful that the plants had 
more patience than you. 

What would you do if you 

did not have crocuses? It is 
generally a dry month and 
there is plenty to do to get 
ahead of the year and there 
will be days when you can feel 
the sun on your neck and 
there is enough warmth to be 


comfortable outside so long as you keep moving. Though it is all 
very well to be out there working and doing and expecting and 
checking for tiny shiny protuberances in the ground that will 
erupt some day soon, you still need something to be looking at 
now; something that is at its best now; something that makes you 
think you are glad to be here now. Plenty of crocuses will do it. 

There is something in the crocus that turns your heart over. 
Perhaps it is the way they make the most of everything: 
pushing out of the ground at the first opportunity and 
not minding at all if they are covered in snow but always 
ready to throw their petals wide to any hint of sunshine. 
They are easily pleased and willing to increase themselves 
and cheap to buy and quick to plant. So good, in fact, in 
every respect, that they are sometimes overlooked. I have 
heard people complain that mice eat the bulbs, but 
perhaps they don’t have the sense to own a cat. 

I don’t think there is a crocus that anyone could 
actually object to. Though I don’t go in for the big old 
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People complain that mice eat the bulbs, but 
perhaps they don't have the sense to own a cat 


Frank Ronan is a 
novelist who lives 
and gardens in 
Worcestershire 


have crocuses to make us happy. 


lollipop Dutch kind myself, I 
am always glad to see them. If 
there was nothing better to be 
had I'd be more than happy to 
live with them. There are 
plenty better, but it is not 
necessarily easy to sort them 
out and develop your crocus 
tastes. Crocuses will have been 
and gone before the garden 
visiting season starts, and 
when you do see one that 
takes your fancy and whip 
your notebook out, all the 
owner can probably tell you is 
that it has been there for years. 
Catalogue pictures are 
misleading, and the cultivar 
names even more so. 

Luckily crocuses are 
cheap enough for wholesale 
experiment. If space is an 
issue and you don’t want to 
end up with a complete 
hodgepodge, you could 
grow them in pots until you 
worked out which kinds you 
like best. Though that won't 


tell you which kinds like you best, and a crocus was not made 
for a pot really. I like mine strewn over the meadow. Hodgepodge 
is avoided because I worked out early on that I loved Crocus 
‘Ruby Giant’ (neither giant nor ruby) as much as it loved me, 
and kept on planting more until it dominated. I love Crocus 
flavus too, but that is unrequited, and the sulking remnant 
weaves through the edge of the “Ruby Giant’ carpet along with 
all the runners-up in the beauty contest. 

‘Snow Bunting’ is a crocus you could never 
have enough of. The scent is delicious and it is worth 
forcing a bowl or two every year to bring into the 
house. Afterwards they can be planted out in different 
parts of the garden, near paths and in beds you might 
chance to be working on in March. You smell those 
demure white chalices that seem delicate but are 
tougher than sleet, and nothing seems very terrible 
really. Let the spring come in its time, for now we 
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endorsed by IC 
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FREE FREE 


SIDE OF STAGING INSTALLATION 
& SHELVING SERVICE’ 


*Includes assembly onto customers’ pre-prepared base. 


When you buy any Gabriel Ash greenhouse 


Every Gabriel Ash greenhouse is produced using only the finest Western Red Cedar and is expertly handcrafted 
by time-served joiners in Chester into a seamless blend of wood, glass and discreet aluminium. 


FOR OUR FREE : 
BROCHURE CALL www.gabrielash.con, 
VISIT OUR SHOWROOM AT MONUMENT FARM, 


0844 880 7909 FARNDON, CHESTER CH3 6QP. 


Greenhouses | Lean To’s | Patio Glasshouses Coldframes | Shed Combi Planthouses | Staging 
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For our call or click 


